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Carlisle/Kilbride United Churches 

Sunday Mar 14, 2021 

Lent Four 

Zoom Coffee 11 am 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630 

 

** links for the recorded parts of the Service are embedded in this print version. 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle:  

(read by Marie Ireland, https://youtu.be/zzvAqWKweLw) 

The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   

We welcome the light 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land:  

As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on 

territorial lands covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. May our worship honour 

all who have stewarded this land and may we continue to seek right relations with all. 

 
Lenten Sung Response: MV 90 Don’t Be Afraid 
This recording features the Eastern Mennonite School community: the voices and faces 

of students, alumni, teachers, and parents joining together in a virtual performance at 

the beginning of the pandemic. 

Eastern Mennonite School Virtual Choir: "Don't Be Afraid" - YouTube 

 
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, my love is stronger than your fear. 
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger and I have promised, promised to be always near. 
 

https://youtu.be/zzvAqWKweLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5ml5RsD7jE
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Lenten Litany:   

(Rev. Allison, https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BxMHKg-

Ch5UvLwTx0FXQHWQuYknLGGzf/view?usp=sharing) 

O God, on this fourth Sunday of lent we reflect on the Covenant of 

Healing.  The promise that God, source of life continually works to bring 

wholeness.  This is the one year anniversary of shutdown due to the covid 

pandemic. We pray for healing.  Jesus told us that even if every voice was 

stilled, the rocks and stones themselves would shout.  Today we place our 

rock representing your healing work in us.   
           (light Lenten candles) 

We celebrate your covenants of promise, trust, love and healing as we 

continue to travel through the season of Lent. 

 
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer: 

This time is for us. 

We step inside the sacred circle. 

We see our lives as part of the 

continually astonishing mystery of life. 

We know our lives are always lived connected 

with other people, wider communities, 

the eternal humanity. 

This time is for us 

to come closer to God. 

We pray: 

In this season of Lent, may we become more aware of the presence of God. 

May we see this presence in each other, 

hear it in the music, and experience it 

as we give and receive gifts of love.   Amen. 

 
Opening Hymn:  VU 256 O God beyond All Praising 
The music from this hymn is based on "Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity" from Gustav 

Holst's 1916 orchestral suite The Planets, and decades later lyrics were added by 

Michael A. Perry in 1982. Christ Church Bellingham in Washington offers a lovely 

performance of verses 1 and 3 for voice, cello, and piano. For an instrumental "flash 

mob" rendition of this famous melody, click on the second link featuring members of 

the Berklee Contemporary Symphonic Orchestra. Imagine how glorious it would be to 

be standing in the midst of these musicians, surrounded by such sound! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BxMHKg-Ch5UvLwTx0FXQHWQuYknLGGzf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BxMHKg-Ch5UvLwTx0FXQHWQuYknLGGzf/view?usp=sharing
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O God Beyond All Praising - YouTube 
Flash Mob - Gustav Holst - The Planets: Jupiter (Berklee Contemporary Symphony 
Orchestra) - YouTube 
 
1 O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 

 and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 

 for we can only wonder at every gift you send, 

 at blessings without number and mercies without end: 

 we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 

 we honour and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 

 

2 The flower of earthly splendour in time must surely die, 

 its fragile bloom surrender to you our God most high; 

 but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown, 

 though small in mortal stature, to heaven's garden grown: 

 for Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us free, 

 and we through him are given the final victory. 

 

3 Then, hear O gracious Saviour, this song of praise we sing. 

 May we, who know your favour, our humble service bring; 

 and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 

 we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 

 to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 

 and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 

 
Scripture:  Numbers 21: 4-9  
(read byDonna Bartliff, https://youtu.be/TJ2kdmLfcd4) 
4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God 

and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 

For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then 

the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that 

many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by 

speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents 

from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a 

poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and 

live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a 

serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YZ0x4P97kc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3cpOrB1GW8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3cpOrB1GW8
https://youtu.be/TJ2kdmLfcd4
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Young at Heart: “The Eagle and the Wren” as told by Jane Goodall;                                                                                 
Illustrated by Alexander Reichstein 
(Rev. Allison, https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UWQ82wUtkmRSXypm5kAefXlrGor_tc-

K/view?usp=sharing) 
 
Hymn: Psalm 91 (VU 808) On Eagle's Wings 
I usually listen to a lot of different performances before making my YouTube selections, 

but not this time. There is something so genuine and heartfelt about this rendition by 

husband and wife that I didn't feel the need to keep searching. Please enjoy verses 1-3 

as performed by Michael and Ellen Haygood – Ellen is a member of The Petersens, a 

bluegrass family band whose music I've shared on previous occasions. 

Psalm 91 (On Eagles’ Wings) - Acoustic Live Cover - YouTube 
 
Scripture:  John 3: 14-21 
(Rev. Allison, 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15NpGTr1QEoLsf0h2MKhgzcjFGFxDLBrz/view?usp=sharing) 
14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the 

world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those 

who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned 

already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this 

is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness 

rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and 

do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do 

what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been 

done in God.” 

 
Sermon: Like a Serpent 
 
Hymn: VU559 Come, O Font of Every Blessing 
In 1758 at the age of 22, Englishman Robert Robinson penned the poetic lyrics of this 

hymn; he started out as an apprentice hairdresser, but soon devoted himself to the 

religious life and eventually become a Baptist minister. These lyrics are often set to an 

American tune first published in Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second 

(1813), which is why our hymn book credits Pennsylvanian John Wyeth, a printer, for 

the music. Wyeth discovered a market for hymnals containing printed music at a time 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UWQ82wUtkmRSXypm5kAefXlrGor_tc-K/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UWQ82wUtkmRSXypm5kAefXlrGor_tc-K/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6tvLVmwQug
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15NpGTr1QEoLsf0h2MKhgzcjFGFxDLBrz/view?usp=sharing
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when such publications would normally only contain lyrics. I hope you enjoy this 

version performed by Sarah Noëlle, a Christian Canadian musician. 

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing - Covered by Sarah Noëlle - YouTube 
 
1 Come, O Fount of every blessing, 
  tune my heart to sing your grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing 
  call for songs of endless praise. 
 Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
  sung by flaming tongues above. 
 Praise the mount; I'm fixed upon it, 
  mount of God's unfailing love. 
 
2 Here I pause in my sojourning, 
  giving thanks for having come, 
 come to trust, at every turning, 
  God will guide me safely home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
  wandering from the fold of God, 
 came to rescue me from danger, 
  precious presence, precious blood. 
 
3 O, to grace how great a debt 
  or daily I am drawn anew! 
 Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
  bind my wandering heart to you. 
 Prone to wander, I can feel it, 
  wander from the love I've known: 
 here's my heart, O, take and seal it, 
  seal it for your very own. 
 
Prayers of the People  
(read by Sharon Banks, https://youtu.be/zVVNGzg_-kw) 

Holy One, 
it's been a year. 
A *year* since the pandemic 
hit this part of the world, 
and we realized that - 
for the safety of each other 
and all of our neighbours - 
we needed to be a congregation 
that wouldn't congregate. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3w9nvXuVnk
https://youtu.be/zVVNGzg_-kw
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Well, not in-person, at least. 
We've found other ways. 
 
Old technologies like paper mail, 
and new technologies like Zoom, 
we've found ways of being together, 
with each other, and with you. 
It's not the same - 
and there are parts of it 
that we're missing - 
face to face, singing, holding and hugging - 
but... 
we've found ways to 
live the ministry you have given us, 
to be Jesus's disciples, 
to share your love, 
with each other and with the whole world. 
We remember those who have died from the virus. 
We remember those who are ill. 
We remember the healthcare workers, the researchers, the grocery clerks, the delivery 
drivers - all who must work for the care of the world in their own way. 
 
We remember all those who are grieving. 
All those who are afraid. 
All those who wait. 
And we pray. 
So, on this anniversary, we ask 
that you would help us to 
recognize each other 
and to *know* that, in all of this, 
you have been, are, and always will be 
with every part of your creation. 
 
Give us strength to keep on. 
Give us grace in our frustrations. 
Give us hope for tomorrow. 
Give us life, and life abundant, 
that we might be people 
who live it in the world. 
 
Physically distanced, 
but socially together; 
faces masked, but hearts open; 
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hands washed, but ready to get to the work you have for us - 
we pray. 
In Jesus' name, 
carried by the wings of the Holy Spirit 
enmeshed in the Creator's love, 
we pray.    Amen. 
         - Written by Rev Richard Bott 
 
Hymn:  The Lord’s Prayer 
This Italian version of the Lord's Prayer – or "Padre Nostro" – is composed and 

performed by Swedish multi-instrumentalist Eva Kunda Neidek. Eva writes, "during a 

pilgrimage between Nazareth and Bethlehem, I experienced the calling of discovering 

the Lord's Prayer in new ways, and from deeper and global perspectives. I felt an urge 

to recite 'Jesus prayer' in more languages than my mother tongue (Swedish), and to 

make it more accessible to myself and others through music." She has collected her 

settings of this prayer in an album titled Our Father. 

PADRE NOSTRO | The Lord's Prayer in Italian | Song - YouTube 

 
Benediction:  VU 110 A Lenten Prayer 
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j6HGtW5V_DMBuulmUPCVCW1I2plGW-Xl/view?usp=sharing) 

 God of love, 
as in Jesus Christ you gave yourself to us, 
so may we give ourselves to you, 
 living according to your holy will. 
Keep our feet firmly in the way 
 where Christ leads us; 
help our lips speak the truth that Christ teaches us; 
fill our bodies with the life that is Christ within us. 
In his holy name we pray. Amen. 
  
Blessing Song:  MV81  Love Us into Fullness 

(created and performed by Heather Olaveson, https://youtu.be/r1e2JSqQg7A) 
Love us into fullness, touch us with your grace;  
Jesus in your mercy, draw us to your face 
Love us into fullness, hold us in your care,  
cheer us with your presence here and everywhere 
Love us into fullness, and we will be strong;  
Jesus, walk beside us, fill our hearts with song. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5JufeBAUyw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j6HGtW5V_DMBuulmUPCVCW1I2plGW-Xl/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/r1e2JSqQg7A

