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Carlisle/Kilbride United Churches 

Sunday Feb 28, 2021 

Lent Two 

Zoom Coffee 11 am 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630 

 

** links for the recorded parts of the Service are embedded in this print version. 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle:  

(Rev. Dora Sadler, https://youtu.be/5twGKykKwFI) 

The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   

We welcome the light 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land:  

As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on 
territorial lands covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty; an agreement between 
Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the 
land and resources around the Great Lakes. May our worship honour all who have 
stewarded this land. May all we do reflect the One who IS Love and may we continue to 
seek right relations with all. 
 
Lenten Sung Response: MV 90 Don’t Be Afraid 
Thanks to Andrea Ellis for recording a sensitive and heartfelt solo performance of this 
hymn for Park Royal United Church in Charlottetown, Price Edward Island. 
"Don't be Afraid" MV 90 - Andrea Ellis - YouTube 
 
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, my love is stronger than your fear. 
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger and I have promised, promised to be always near. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/5twGKykKwFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffy3SP6WWBA
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Lenten Litany:   

(https://youtu.be/F8IuaD1cS90) 

O God, on this second Sunday of lent we reflect on the Covenant of Trust. 

We trust in your faithfulness. We trust that even when we turn away, you 

do not. We trust that you will go before us, leading us in your paths of 

righteousness, as you did with Abraham and Sarah and that you will 

continue to bless our families. We trust that by walking in the Way of 

Jesus, we will become One with you, the source of life. Jesus told us that 

even if every voice was stilled, the rocks and stones themselves would 

shout.  Today we place our rock representing our trust in your promise to 

bless our families.   

           (light Lenten candles) 

We celebrate your covenants of promise and trust as we travel through 

the season of Lent. 

 
Call to Worship: 

Gather, You people to hear the Word! Do not be afraid!   
Rejoice and sing praise for our God is a faithful God.  Amen 
 
Opening Prayer: 

Loving God, You are our companion on this challenging pandemic journey, and we will 

trust You.  As we search for new routines, fresh daily ways, You calm us.  You are our 

companion, and we will trust you.  As we keep in steady contact with family members 

and friends, You reassure us.  You are our companion, and we will trust you.  As we are 

present to those who are anxious, lonely, and frail, You support us.  You are our 

companion, and we will trust you. As we find strength in a faith community changed 

but inspired, You rejoice with us.  You are our companion, and we will trust you.  Amen 

 
Opening Hymn:  VU 288 Great is Thy Faithfulness 

https://youtu.be/F8IuaD1cS90


3 

 

I often hear this hymn performed as a large, powerful work with rich harmonies and 

impressive modulations, so I thought it might be nice to listen or sing along to a quiet, 

intimate version this time instead. This track is from American singer-songwriter Chris 

Rice's 2006 album Peace Like a River: The Hymns Project. 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness - Chris Rice - YouTube 
 
1 Great is thy faithfulness, God our Creator; 
 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
 thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
 as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
 all I have needed thy hand hath provided - 
 great is thy faithfulness, ever to me! 
 
2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
 sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
 join with all nature in manifold witness 
 to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  R 
 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow - 
 wondrous the portion thy blessings provide.  R 
 
Scripture:  Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16   

(read by Bob Moulder, https://youtu.be/2N02gukff2E) 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, 

“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant 

between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on 

his face; and God said to him, 
4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 

nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I 

have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly 

fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 
7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you 

throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 

offspring after you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k1WhFtVp0o
https://youtu.be/2N02gukff2E
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15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 

shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will 

bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

 
Young at Heart:   God's Promise to Abraham and Sarah - YouTube  
 
Hymn: VU 634 To Abraham and Sarah 
The words to this hymn were written by Judith Fetter, a pastor's wife, in honour of the 

1984 anniversary service of her United Church congregation. Although Voices United 

instructs the organist to play the tune THORNBURY, there are actually several others 

that could be used instead. In this recording, you will recognize the melody from the 

Lenten hymn "All Glory, Laud and Honour." I invite you to sing along! 

To Abraham and Sarah || Christmas Song || Christmas Carol || Hymn For Catholic 

Mass - YouTube 

 
1 To Abraham and Sarah 
  the call of God was clear, 
 'Go forth and I will show you 
  a country rich and fair. 
 You need not fear the journey 
  for I have pledged my word, 
 that you shall be my people 
  and I will be your God.' 
 
2 From Abraham and Sarah 
  arose a pilgrim race, 
 dependent for their journey 
  on God's abundant grace; 
 and in their heart was written 
  by God this saving word: 
 'that you shall be my people 
  and I will be your God.' 
 
3 We of this generation 
  on whom God's hand is laid, 
 can journey to the future 
  secure and unafraid, 
 rejoicing in God's goodness 
  and trusting in this word: 
 'that you shall be my people 
  and I will be your God.' 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rrcqpgEoug
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x17nWQb5gBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x17nWQb5gBw
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Scripture:  Mark 8: 31-36; 9:1-9  
and Sermon: T.R.U.S.T. 
(Rev. Allison, https://youtu.be/MSUABKXvx38) 
31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 

be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 

days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to 

rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 

behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 

things.” 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those 

who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 

the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 

and forfeit their life. 

9 1And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 

taste death until they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.” 

 
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there 
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus.  
 
5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to 
say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud 
there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they 
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 
Hymn: Trust and Obey (not in our hymn book, but lots of versions on YouTube) 

Hymnary.org offers an anecdote about the origins of this 1887 gospel hymn, the 

inspiration being the words of a young man at a testimony meeting: "I am not quite 

sure – but I am going to trust, and I am going to obey." If you'd like to try singing or 

humming along, try out the recording by the Vagle Brothers, who started their musical 

journey huddled around a cassette recorder while their mother ordered the boys to 

sing. Another recording you might like is by Chelsea Moon and the Franz Brothers – 

the dobro interlude is a lovely touch. 

Trust and Obey (Hymns with Lyrics) - YouTube 

Chelsea Moon w/ the Franz Brothers - Trust & Obey - YouTube 

https://youtu.be/MSUABKXvx38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KB4KcleYiWM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrSCxfnN2B8
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Minute for Mission:   When is a roof more than a roof?  
This isn’t a trick question. Buying a roof isn’t exciting. It isn’t particularly inspiring, 
either. But it is necessary, and it is what allows exciting, inspiring things to take place 
safely beneath it. 
Thanks to your gifts through Mission & Service, West Haven United Church Camp in 
the Humber Valley region of Newfoundland and Labrador was able to repair the roofs 
of its registration building and cookhouse. 

Picture what happens under these roofs: Staff gather to plan activities for young 
campers; families line up to register little ones who will learn skills and make 
friendships that last a lifetime; faith deepens through prayers and camp songs; hungry 
campers chat excitedly over healthy meals and, best of all, snacks. 
A roof is more than a roof when it facilitates sharing food, friendship, and faith. 

Your generosity through Mission & Service is often directed to “core funding.” 
Sometimes our church supports trendy projects, but often we support trusted 
organizations that decide themselves which projects most need to be completed or 
which organizational infrastructure needs to be funded. 
That’s a good thing for two reasons. First, it means that partners can direct the support 
to projects that aren’t as easy to get funding for―seemingly mundane things like roofs, 
for example. Second, it means that when emergencies happen, like a global pandemic, 
the funds aren’t earmarked for a particular project and can be quickly redirected where 
they are needed most. 

“With West Haven’s emphasis on expanding campers’ physical, mental, and 
spiritual health, roofs might be the farthest thing from most campers’ minds, but they 
are every bit as important as ensuring that there are enough marshmallows for the 
s’mores,” says Josephine Belbin, director of grants at West Haven. 

 
Mission & Service doesn’t always support exciting projects, but we always support 
necessary, meaningful ones. 
Thank you for being the kind of informed supporter who knows that a roof isn’t really 
a roof: It’s safety. It’s community. It’s love. 
 
Offering Hymn:  541 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures high and low; 
give thanks to God in love made known: 
Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 
 
Offering Prayer  
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SHthkVo1moc8fLE9zCieblMnbadVvghI/view?usp=sharing) 

God, bless these gifts 
 May they be put to good use 

https://united-church.ca/donate
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SHthkVo1moc8fLE9zCieblMnbadVvghI/view?usp=sharing
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 Here at Carlisle and Kilbride United Churches 
 and around the world.   Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People  
(read by Rev. Dora Sadler, https://youtu.be/ZPLNRQKsTKc) 

Holy One, we give thanks for your faithfulness throughout the ages.  You have carried 

us forward, reminded us of your presence, called us back when we have strayed and 

always loved us.  We know we can trust in your goodness.  We pray for those of us who 

are feeling lost or lonely, that we may find companionship.  We pray for those of us who 

are discouraged and feeling hopeless, that we may know encouragement and hope. 

Hear the prayers we extend for those of us who are experiencing illness or experiencing 

grief, that we may know your presence with us.  As we continue our journey into Lent, I 

share this prayer, shared first by our Moderator:  (Hold up mask) 

God of life and death and life beyond death, we rest here at the beginning of lent, 

knowing this:  I am dust and to dust I will return. 

We rest here at the beginning of lent knowing too, that in life, in death and in life 

beyond death, You are with all creation. 

Creator, as I prepare to go into the world, help me to see the sacrament in the wearing 

of this cloth, Let it be - an outward sign of inward grace – a tangible, visible way of 

living love for my neighbours as I love myself. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.   

God is with us. We are not alone. 

Christ, this lent since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart that people would see 

my smile in the crinkles around my eyes.  Since my voice may be muffled, let me speak 

clearly not only with my words but with my actions. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.   

God is with us.  We are not alone 

Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, help me to listen carefully – and full of care 

– to all those I meet.  May this simple piece of cloth be both shield and banner, and that 

each breath that it holds, be filled with your love. 

In Your name, and in that love, I pray.  Amen. 

 
Hymn:  The Lord’s Prayer 
A talented young trio called The Collective perform The Lord's Prayer as arranged by 

Paris Walker-Barnes, the alto in the centre; the other performers are Destiny Malcolm 

(soprano, guitar) and Jabez Walsh (tenor). Enjoy! 

The Lord's Prayer | The Collective | One Sound - YouTube 
 
 

https://youtu.be/ZPLNRQKsTKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzzDvQ6j-v4
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Benediction:  VU 110 A Lenten Prayer  
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j6HGtW5V_DMBuulmUPCVCW1I2plGW-Xl/view?usp=sharing) 

God of love, 
as in Jesus Christ you gave yourself to us, 
so may we give ourselves to you, 
 living according to your holy will. 
Keep our feet firmly in the way 
 where Christ leads us; 
help our lips speak the truth that Christ teaches us; 
fill our bodies with the life that is Christ within us. 
In his holy name we pray. Amen. 
  
Blessing Song:  MV81  Love Us into Fullness 
(created and performed by Heather Olaveson, https://youtu.be/tCujZK91NBw ) 

Love us into fullness, touch us with your grace;  
Jesus in your mercy, draw us to your face 
Love us into fullness, hold us in your care,  
cheer us with your presence here and everywhere 
Love us into fullness, and we will be strong;  
Jesus, walk beside us, fill our hearts with song. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j6HGtW5V_DMBuulmUPCVCW1I2plGW-Xl/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/tCujZK91NBw

