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Lighting of the Christ Candle: 

(Rev. Allison & Jackson, 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q0nmyCG3AOTa5jZ_bkee28jefN2PGzZU/view?usp=sharing)  
 
The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   

We welcome the light! 

 

Acknowledgement of the Land: (Reader- Rev Allison & Jackson) 

As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on 

territorial lands covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty; an agreement between 

Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the 

land and resources around the Great Lakes. May our worship honour all who have 

stewarded this land. May all we do reflect the One who IS Love and may we continue to 

seek right relations with all. 

 

Gathering Song:     MV 62     There is Room for All 
If you missed it last week, I tried my hand at a little Zoom recording magic for this little 
hymn. You will hear the accompaniment three times – I encourage you to treat the first 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q0nmyCG3AOTa5jZ_bkee28jefN2PGzZU/view?usp=sharing
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playing (just over 30 seconds) as an introduction to familiarize yourself with the tune, 
then sing it through twice. I don’t promise it won’t get stuck in your head! 
https://youtu.be/7NTrdvDPUjI 
   
There is room for all in the shadow of God’s wing; 
There is room for all, sheltered in God’s love. 
And I rejoice and sing, “My shelter and my rock, in whom I trust” 
There is room for all, there is room for all.  
 
Call to Worship:  
(Allison, 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MLMvoh70swViXyeOFgZOEaDC06etpZHr/view?usp=sharing) 
 

Hey! Sleepy-heads and Lazy-bones,  
Live-wires and Hay-wires. 
God has given us another day 
for joy and compassion. 
God waits for our prayers 
and waits for our singing hoorays. 
So now, in Christly Spirit,  
let us pray. 
 
Opening Prayer:  
We feel your welcome, gracious God,  
in this time of worship. 
You welcome young and old, 
all seeking peace, 
and all brimming over with energy. 
You welcome newcomers and long-time members; 
all seeking a familiar expression of praise and prayer, 
and all seeking a startlingly new celebration of faith. 
You welcome us all, welcoming God. 
 
Hymn:  MV 157 I am a Child of God 
The choir at Ebenezer United Church in Markham bring us a recording of this 
contemporary hymn complete with wonderful images of young people. You might 
recognize environmental activist Greta Thunberg as "an angry voice" and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Malala Yousafzai as "a cry for peace." I think my favourite image, though, 
is the absolute delight on the face of the girl who represents "a song of joy"! 
I am a Child of God - YouTube  
 
I am a child of God, I am a glimpse of God’s new creation. 
I am a child of God, I am a child of God 

https://youtu.be/7NTrdvDPUjI
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MLMvoh70swViXyeOFgZOEaDC06etpZHr/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihNF4GJLYaA
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I am an endless prayer, I am a yearning for contemplation, 
I am an endless prayer, I am an endless prayer. 
 
I am an angry voice, I am compassion and consternation, 
I am an angry voice, I am an angry voice. 
 
I am a cry for peace, I am commitment and dedication, 
I am a cry for peace, I am a cry for peace. 
 
I am a song of joy, I am the moment of jubilation, 
I am a song of joy, I am a song of joy.  
 
 
Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon:  
(Allison, 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PK3MpspgGsjUr70xbzsv5F48ak2RPg0r/view?usp=sharing) 

 
How many people have done something wrong?  
Part of growing up is being able to take responsibility for our lives and our actions.  
       One helpful way to do that is to name before God  
        our pain and our faults,  
        our sins, as we call them in church.  
 
That’s what we do in our prayer of confession.  
This is an action prayer—stand if you can. 
      Let us pray with hope, sure and true,  
      that God sees our sinfulness  
      and does not turn away from us. 
 
Touching the sides of the mouth with both hands. 
Let us offer the sins of our mouths. 
Gracious God,  
we offer up to you the words we’ve said in anger  
or when feeling spiteful or hurt,  
lies we’ve told that we thought didn’t matter  
or that we could “get away with.” 
 
Two hands on head. 
Let us offer up the sins of our minds. 
Holy God,  
we offer up to you thoughts we’ve had that “cut down” others 
or show a lack of respect for ourselves. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PK3MpspgGsjUr70xbzsv5F48ak2RPg0r/view?usp=sharing
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Hands over heart. 
Let us offer up to God the sins of our hearts. 
Merciful God,  
we offer up to you the times our hearts were bitter  
and we refused to forgive,  
or when we were sad and refused to be comforted,  
or when we were hardened to others and didn’t share love. 
 
Hands open, upwards, chest height. 
Let us offer up the sins of our hands. 
Loving God,  
we offer up to you the times we used our hands  
to do things that brought harm to others,  
to the earth or to ourselves,  
the times we were not kind. 
 
Lifting open hands overhead. 
Let us take the sins of our mouths and our minds,  
our hearts and our hands and release them to the heart of God. 
 
One hand spiralling downward. 
God will transform us,  
pure and clean as the dove of the Holy Spirit,  
for we are beloved. 
This is the Good News of the Gospel. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn:  The Lord’s Prayer 
The children's choir from Asbury United Methodist Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
perform a fun and active version of the Lord's Prayer! 
The Lords Prayer Music Video (Children's Edition, Directed by Marti Morris) - 
YouTube 
 
THE PEACE  
May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
Prayer of Illumination: 
Loving God,  
you speak to us in so many ways:  
in the song of a bird,  
in the babbling of a brook,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6STLRycSnE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6STLRycSnE
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in the voices of our friends, 
in the hug from Mom or Dad,  
in the songs we sing, 
and in the stories of the Bible.   
Speak to us now through the reading of scripture.  
Help us to hear your voice and follow the way of Jesus.  Amen.  
 
1st Scripture: Isaiah 65:17-25  (The Message)  
(Reader- Susan Nicholson, https://youtu.be/HUtnuUorZjc) 
 

“Pay close attention now: 
    I’m creating new heavens and a new earth. 
All the earlier troubles, chaos, and pain 
    are things of the past, to be forgotten. 
Look ahead with joy. 
    Anticipate what I’m creating: 
I’ll create Jerusalem as sheer joy, 
    create my people as pure delight. 
I’ll take joy in Jerusalem, 
    take delight in my people: 
No more sounds of weeping in the city, 
    no cries of anguish; 
No more babies dying in the cradle, 
    or old people who don’t enjoy a full lifetime; 
One-hundredth birthdays will be considered normal— 
    anything less will seem like a cheat. 
They’ll build houses 
    and move in. 
They’ll plant fields 
    and eat what they grow. 
No more building a house 
    that some outsider takes over, 
No more planting fields 
    that some enemy confiscates, 
For my people will be as long-lived as trees, 
    my chosen ones will have satisfaction in their work. 
They won’t work and have nothing come of it, 
    they won’t have children snatched out from under them. 
For they themselves are plantings blessed by God, 
    with their children and grandchildren likewise God-blessed. 
Before they call out, I’ll answer. 
    Before they’ve finished speaking, I’ll have heard. 
Wolf and lamb will graze the same meadow, 

https://youtu.be/HUtnuUorZjc
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    lion and ox eat straw from the same trough, 
    but snakes—they’ll get a diet of dirt! 
Neither animal nor human will hurt or kill 
    anywhere on my Holy Mountain,” says God. 
 
Gospel Reading:  Matthew 19:13-15 (NRSV) 
13 Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands 
on them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; 14 but Jesus 
said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these 
that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 15 And he laid his hands on them and went on his 
way. 
 
Sermon – The Sacrament that Won’t Sit Still 
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PnNwllNPZPpN1JPwP93GYzR54TaE63ws/view?usp=sharing) 

 
Today’s sermon is almost entirely based on the work of the Rev’d Canon Dr Andrew 
Sheldon presented at the National Godly Play Conference in Australia, Expo Day, July 
16, 2011. His work, in turn is a fleshing out of Canon Jerome Berryman, the American 
Episcopal/Anglican priest who is the father of the Godly Play movement. I will quote 
from Sheldon’s work flowing to and from my own, and you’re very welcome to look up 
online where the quotes are and which part is my own thoughts: 
“In Jerome Berryman’s latest book, Children and the Theologians, he proposes that 
children be considered as sacraments; that one aspect of a formal doctrine of children 
is the notion that children are formally means of grace. Berryman then goes to show 
how children are present, or could be present, in the traditional seven sacraments of 
the church.” 
Sheldon notes the Anglican traditional formula for the definition of a sacrament, “A 
sacrament is an outward visible sign of an inner and visible grace”. Wesley would have 
recited this formula at his confirmation in an Anglican church. In our Basis of Union, 
we say, our Sacraments “as signs and seals of the covenant”. Signs and seals of the 
covenant. In our 1940 Statement of Faith, we said that through the sacraments “We 
believe that the Sacraments ... are effectual means through which, by common things 
and simple acts, the saving love of God is exhibited and communicated to His people, 
who receive them in faith.” Sacraments have effect and exhibit the saving love of God. 
In 2006, in the Song of Faith, we declared sacraments – in the tradition of Anglican 
ancestors, as “visible signs of God’s grace” and sung, “In these sacraments the ordinary 
things of life …point beyond themselves to God and God’s love, teaching us to be alert 
to the sacred in the midst of life”. Sacraments point beyond themselves to God’s love, 
and teach us to be see God in everyday life. 
Sheldon asks, “are children signs of God’s grace and if so, how and why” - he goes on to 
make several points about sacramental theology and apply them to children. I thought 
we could dig at a couple of those. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19&version=NRSV
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PnNwllNPZPpN1JPwP93GYzR54TaE63ws/view?usp=sharing
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The first point on Sacraments are that they are efficacious – that they have some effect. 
Sacraments are. The sacraments don’t depend on you being good in order to receive 
them. The receiver of a sacrament has no effect on the effectiveness of the sacrament. 
This is most plainly shown in infant baptism – the infant doesn’t play a role in how the 
sacrament of baptism is played out. 
Children therefore don’t need to function in any way to be a sign and seal of God’s 
covenant, or to exhibit the saving love of God, or to teach us to be alert to the sacred in 
the midst of life. Their very presence, in the midst of the church, where we can see all of 
this is not affected by how they function within the church. They don’t have to sit like 
holy oracles and spout out wisdom. Nor do they have to be “good in church” to show us 
the sacred in life. In fact, if you were going to argue that they had to function in a 
certain way to show us the sign and seal of God’s covenant, or to show us the 
sacredness in life, perhaps what they need to do most is not sit still and disturb us. 
Sheldon’s second point is that Sacraments are Icons or Conduits to God. “Sacraments 
are signs and symbols, and in a profound sense, servants of the greater mission which 
is God’s mission. I am an [United Church Minister]. It is my understanding therefore 
that I serve iconically – that is that ‘through’ my actions and words the people see and 
hear and experience God’s grace.” It isn’t about me or any preside – we are acting 
symbolically, or like an icon or picture, refracting or redirecting the church towards 
God, God’s work in the world, and particularly God’s work in the sacrament. 
“Children as sacraments, therefore, are, by their nature, a conduit to God’s grace. There 
is something about the child that ‘points’ to the very nature of God; God who loved 
children so much that God became one. And could it be that in the Incarnation God 
was not so much bending to human nature – that is that humans must begin as 
children before becoming what they are meant to be – that is adults – but that in the 
Incarnation God was bending towards the nature of God, by showing that what God 
fundamentally is, is childlike; that the fullest representation of ‘God with us’ is the 
child; “Unless one becomes as a child you cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  
Maybe the reason God came in the baby Jesus wasn’t like all those old hymns that say 
he gave up everything to lower himself to be one like us, as much as it was to show us 
what God was most like – a baby. Maybe God was naming, in the incarnation, naming 
in coming as the baby Jesus, naming childhood as the essence of what it means to be 
both human and divine. 
“As such the child is not only, or just, one more recipient of God’s grace but is in service 
of God’s grace in a way that adults cannot, and never will, be; “Let the little children 
come unto me for of such is the kingdom of God.” 
Sheldon’s third point on Sacraments is that they “work” when they are received. Now in 
some traditions the notion of Holy Communion in particular is that the Lord’s Supper 
is Jesus’ body once it is consecrated. A common point of all protestant has been to 
reject that – we believe either that it is a symbol, and that grace comes through the 
reception, or that it is Jesus when received by faith. In the United Church, we don’t 
really require that our believers believe exactly the same thing about sacraments, but in 
any of our traditions, we believe that Sacraments work only when they are received. 
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Water in a font, or bread on a table is not the sacrament – it is the receiving and the 
feeding that does the work, not the thing itself. 
If this is the case, and children are sacraments, then we need to receive them with the 
same seriousness as we do baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Sheldon says that We must 
formalize the way we receive them, we have to have practises which regularly expose, 
rather than hide the church from the child, opportunities to dialogue or receive the 
child in ways other than words, and the same commitment in time in worship, as well 
as in budgets and priorities as we have with other sacraments. I’d say that the work of 
children as sacraments doesn’t work just from us having a good feeling about them – it 
works when we wrap our mission and identity and purpose around engaging with 
them, taking seriously Jesus ritualistic direction that he placed the child in the midst of 
them and said, 
Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of heaven belongs 
Well, what then does this mean for us? Churches that don’t often have children in 
attendance. Churches that perhaps don’t even have an opportunity for children’s 
ministry in our communities, though certainly that’s a conversation worth exploring. 
There are two truths about God revealed in scripture. God is ancient and before all 
things. We focus heavily on that in our current model of church – having an 
unchanging God is a great comfort if we don’t want to change. We declare God 
unchanging, and even the scripture says those words despite the fact that the God of 
Noah, destroying the earth seems to have evolved rapidly even by the time of Moses, let 
alone by the time of Jesus. 
The other truth is the one declared by today’s scriptures: 
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be 
remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice for ever in what I am creating; 
God is ever engaged in creation. In doing new things. God is every change and force in 
the world. God is a verb. God is a child. God is actually, if you really come to think 
about it, a child who won’t sit still. 
Children reflect that as the newness of his creation, as the perfect offering of her 
wisdom. 
We do not need children to be the future of the church. We need children to be the 
present of God’s grace to us today. This is not an easy truth in communities such as 
ours with population more or less in decline, and fewer children at all in our 
communities. 
What does it mean that children are a sacrament to the church if we have no children? 
Well, I’m not saying we can’t be a church without children…but I think I will dare to say 
it is harder. The essential work of a child is to play. Play is how they process their 
information, mediate their feelings, and work out their spirituality. Without children, it 
can be very hard to have adults play. And without play, I’m not sure that you can really 
receive the Holy Spirit. I think the better question for us as churches with few children, 
how do we become more like a child? And how do we go about changing ourselves as a 
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worshipping community to orient ourselves around the new things that God is doing in 
our midst? Around the children that there are. How do we go about seeking that out. 
One of the ways I will most likely and most quickly get into trouble on this pastoral 
charge is that in a place where there are very few children, and many seniors, I am 
proposing to you, that a key means of giving God’s grace to us is through the child, and 
that much of my time and energy should be devoted to that pursuit, sometimes, instead 
of, rather than in addition to, other ministries. 
I will finish with some wondering questions Andrew Sheldon has asked, in the style of 
Godly Play stories, to ask questions at the end at which children respond to wondering 
questions in a respectful circle and adults never provide the right answer. Today I’ll just 
ask and let you wonder: 
“I wonder if the child is telling us something of the nature of God? 
I wonder if the child is a sign to us of what God values most about the human 
condition? 
I wonder if we are never so much God’s sign on earth as when we are like a child? 
I wonder if the child is really how God wants to be known? 
I wonder if the child as sacrament is a rebuke to the way in which we have prescribed 
how it is that God acts in the world? 
I wonder what this all means for how we minister to and with children? 
And I wonder, my friends, if the sacrament that best enacts God’s presence in the world 
is a sacrament that won’t sit still?” 
 
Hymn:  VU 445 A Little Child, The Saviour Came 
Please join Simone Caruso, Music Director at Ryerson United in Ancaster, in singing "A 
Little Child." This hymn dates from 1861 and was written by Scottish minister William 
Robertson, who was also a church music scholar and a member of early hymnal 
committees. 
A Little Child The Saviour Came #445 - YouTube 
 
1 A little child the Saviour came, 
 the mighty God was still his name; 
 and angels worshipped as he lay 
 the helpless infant of a day. 
 
2 He who, a little child, began 
 the life divine to show God's plan 
 proclaims from heaven the message free, 
 'Let little children come to me.' 
 
3 We bring them now, and in your name 
 the saving love of Christ proclaim. 
 Through living water, grace endow; 
 baptize them with your Spirit now. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7DpUS6sCgE
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4 O God, who by an infant's tongue 
 can hear your perfect glory sung, 
 may these with all the heavenly throng, 
 praise you: Creator, Spirit, Son. 
 
Minute for Mission: Trafficked by Her Aunt: Lakshmi’s Story | The United Church 
of Canada (united-church.ca) 
 
The Offering 
(Allison, https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MMOOTKNZbpFZ2EAY1VrHDZjZLfMFTi9G/view?usp=sharing) 
 

Holy God,  
we bring to you the ordinary things of life: 
food and drink and money; 
and in bringing them we bring ourselves.   
Take us and our gifts of money 
to do your work in this place and in the world.  Amen. 
  

Offering Hymn:  VU 542 We Give You But Your Own 
Thank you to Strathroy United Church for recording this brief offertory, which you 
probably know by heart. I invite you to sing out! 
Hymn 542 We Give You but Thine Own - YouTube 

 
We give you but your own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 
all that we have is yours alone, 
we give it gratefully. 
 
Prayers of the People  
(Reader-Maureen Trenkler, https://youtu.be/kK98F9Ppx54) 
 

We thank you, God, Creator of us all; 
from the beginning you made the world and all its creatures. 
You made people to live for you and for one another. 
We praise you, O God. 
You created Adam and Eve and gave them a garden; 
you showed Noah a rainbow; 
you gave Moses strength to free your people 
and taught Miriam to sing; 
you gave courage to Esther 
and loyalty to Ruth; 
you gave David a harp to sing your praise, 
and helped him defeat the giant. 

https://united-church.ca/stories/trafficked-her-aunt-lakshmis-story
https://united-church.ca/stories/trafficked-her-aunt-lakshmis-story
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MMOOTKNZbpFZ2EAY1VrHDZjZLfMFTi9G/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoWRj_KOQrE
https://youtu.be/kK98F9Ppx54
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We praise you, O God. 
Yet, even they turned away from you 
and forgot about you, as we do too. 
But you did not forget. 
You sent Jesus to the world 
to show how much you love us 
and to bring us back to you again. 
We praise you, O God. 
He came as one of us, 
first an infant, then a child, 
later a youth, then an adult. 
He rejoiced with those who rejoiced, 
and wept with those who wept. 
To the despairing, he spoke a word of hope. 
To the sick, he gave healing. 
To the hurting, he was a friend. 
We praise you, O God. 
Help us to be more childlike in our relations to one another. 
Help us to be more like Jesus who loved with a pure and trusting heart. 
Help us to love one another in your name.  Amen 
 
Hymn: VU 365  Jesus Love Me 
Sit back in your favourite chair, wrap your hands around a warm mug of tea, and 
meditate on the lyrics printed below as you listen to Christian pianist Greg Howlett's 
instrumental arrangement. So many of us learned this simple message of love in our 
childhood… like little Bella, who plays a duet with her mommy in the second video. 
Excellent job counting and keeping the beat, Bella! 
Jesus Loves Me - Greg Howlett - YouTube 
Bella plays Jesus Loves Me (piano) - YouTube 
 
1 Jesus loves me, this I know, 
 for the Bible tells me so; 
 little ones to him belong, 
 in his love we shall be strong. 
  Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
  Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 
2 Jesus loves me, this I know, 
 as he loved so long ago, 
 taking children on his knee, 
 saying, 'Let them come to me.'  R 
 
3 Jesus loves me still today, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IU4JsJT0kq4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ADl_W_qIOA0
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 walking with me on my way, 
 wanting as a friend to give 
 light and love to all who live.  R 
 
Benediction:  VU 349   
(Allison, 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k1Kt_5niDalhlhYkUOxPPrbb7bHIL2CT/view?usp=sharing) 

 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 
 walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 
 stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 
 open your hearts to love. 
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
 and may everyone you meet 
 see the face of Christ in you.   
 
Blessing Song:  VU 884    Isaiah 55  You Shall go out with Joy 
You Shall Go Out with Joy (The Trees of the Field) [with lyrics for congregations] - 
YouTube  
 You shall go out with joy 
  and be led forth with peace; 
 the mountains and the hills 
  will break forth before you; 
 there'll be shouts of joy, 
  and all the trees of the field 
 will clap, will clap their hands! 
 And all the trees of the field will clap their hands,  
  (clap, clap) 
 the trees of the field will clap their hands, 
  (clap, clap) 
 the trees of the field will clap their hands 
  (clap, clap) 
 while you go out with joy. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k1Kt_5niDalhlhYkUOxPPrbb7bHIL2CT/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivfUKd6AFXw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivfUKd6AFXw

