
CHURCH SERVICE - CARLISLE/KILBRIDE UNITED 

January 24, 2021 

  

Opening words from Dora 

It’s good to be with you again.  What a week it has been – worries and 

concerns with the escalating number of Coronavirus cases, and deaths!  

We wonder where it will all end and what life will be like as we all move 

forward.  Then there was the devastating coverage of the uprising in 

Washington.  As a part-time resident of America, I identify, as we all 

do, with the pain and outrage, the fear and uncertainty of coming 

times.  And yet, in both our countries, we celebrate the resilience and 

hope and yes, the goodness of so many, and we are sustained by the 

knowledge that in the end, as it has in the past, good, and GOD, will 

prevail! 

…and now, in that spirit of expectation, let us join together in worship… 

 

Call to Worship: 

As we gather in worship in these fragile times, may God’s presence 

surround us.    

  May our hearts be glad and our voices rejoice. 

As we gather in worship in these fragile times, may God’s love pour 

over us. 

  May our compassion be stirred and our faith strengthened. 

As we gather in worship in these fragile times, may God’s truth guide 

us and challenge us. 

  May new life emerge, bringing peace, solidarity, abundance and        

compassion to all. 

Let us sing our joy before God as we worship together. 



Opening Hymn:  (VU 175) “This Is the Day That God Has Made” 

The Children’s Chorus at Central Presbyterian Church reminds us that 

we don’t need to be vocally perfect in order to rejoice in God’s work, to 

share our exuberance, and to make all around us smile as well. I hope 

you lift your voices – unselfconsciously, joyously – and join in. 

"This is the Day" by Natalie Allyn Sleeth (1930–1992) - YouTube 

 
 Refrain: 

This is the day God has made! 

Rejoice!  Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad! 

 This is the day that God has made! 

 Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Hallelujah! 

 

Christ has conquered death at last, 

left the tomb that held him fast! 

Gone the sorrow, gone the night, 

dawns the morning clear and bright!   Refrain 

 

 Jesus lives who once was dead, 

 lives forever, as he said! 

 Risen now our Saviour, King; 

 songs of gladness let us sing!   Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbozoV-jadI


Opening Prayer: 

God who leads the way, 

Thank you for understanding our reluctance to embrace the labyrinth 

of life.  Because we are uncertain as to what lies ahead, we tend to 

forget that you go with us.  Because we do not know every ‘in’ and ‘out’ 

in advance, at times we feel that travelling with you is sometimes 

uncertain.  Now, more than ever, we need to hold on to that 

reassurance, the knowledge that just as you travelled with Jesus on his 

journey to Easter, you travel with us through pandemics and uprisings, 

moving forward with us, believing in us. 

And so it is that we move forward with faith, and hope, and with great 

expectations!   Amen 

 

Hymn:  (VU 637) “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me” 

The first rendition of this hymn is performed by a combined choir of 

500+ singers from Brigham Young University, which boasts four highly 

accomplished auditioned choirs. Or, if you like a little bluegrass, click 

on the second link for the Foggy Mountain Boys. Guitarist Lester Flatt 

and banjoist Earl Scruggs were darlings of the Grand Ole Opry and, at 

their height, hosted a syndicated country music variety television show 

(1955-1969) sponsored by baking products company Martha White. 

Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me - YouTube 

Jesus Saviour, Pilot Me - Foggy Mountain Boys - YouTube 

 

Jesus, Saviour, pilot me 

over life’s tempestuous sea; 

unknown waves before me roll, 

hiding rock and treacherous shoal; 

chart and compass come from thee, 

Jesus, Saviour, pilot me. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_3l0v7prkM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3scvDxuqFU


As a mother stills her child, 

thou canst hush the ocean wild; 

boisterous waves obey thy will 

when thou biddest them “Be still.” 

Wondrous sovereign of the sea, 

Jesus, Saviour, pilot me. 

 

When at last I near the shore, 

and the fearful breakers roar 

‘twixt me and the peaceful land, 

still supported by thy hand, 

may I hear thee say to me, 

“Fear not, I will pilot thee.” 

 

Scripture: 

Isaiah 40:27-32 

(In Isaiah – the prophet is encouraging the exiled people of Judah, who 

appeared to be without hope, that God is the Lord of history, and his 

plan for his people incudes their mission to all nations, who will be 

blessed through Israel.) 

“Israel, why then do you complain that the Lord doesn’t know your 

troubles or care if you suffer injustice?  Don’t you know?  Haven’t you 

heard?  The Lord is the everlasting God; he created all the world.  He 

never grows tired or weary.  No one understands his thoughts.  He 

strengthens those that are weak and tired.  Even those who are young 

grow weak; young men can fall exhausted.  But those who trust in the 

Lord for help will find their strength renewed.  They will rise on wings 

like eagles; they will run and not get weary; they will walk and not grow 

weak.” 



Romans: 8:31-39 

(Here again we see Paul reassuring the Romans of God’s love in Jesus 

Christ, and the last verse is a strong statement, often used at 

funerals, that “nothing will ever be able to separate us from the love of 

God, which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord.”) 

“In view of all this, what can we say?  If God is for us, who can be 

against us?  Certainly not God, who did not even keep back his own son, 

but offered him for us all!  He gave us his son – will he not also freely 

give us all things?  Who will accuse God’s chosen people?  God himself 

declares them not guilty!  Who, then, will condemn them?  Not Christ 

Jesus, who died, or rather who was raised to life and is at the right-

hand side of God, pleading with him for us!  Who, then, can separate us 

from the love of Christ?  Can trouble do it, or hardship or persecution 

or hunger or poverty or danger or death?  No, in all these things we 

have complete victory through him who loved us!  For I am certain that 

nothing can separate us from his love; neither death nor life, neither 

angels nor other heavenly rulers of powers, neither the present nor the 

future, neither the world above nor the world below – there is nothing 

in all creation that will ever be able to separate us from the love of 

God which is ours through Christ our Lord.” 

 

WORDS TO PONDER: 

How many of you have read the book “Great Expectations” by Charles 

Dickens? 

Do you remember what it was about?  I can’t say I do.  Anyhow, it came 

to mind as I chose the title for my message today…and so I’d like to 

share with you my version of GREAT EXPECTATIONS.  I promise a 

much shorter one than Dickens.  I remember when in church we had 

shorter services, that people were inclined to stay longer afterwards 



and chat, and just enjoy extra time to themselves with others, and so I 

made a commitment to make this service a shorter one and, who knows, 

you might find time to call and chat with me! 

 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS by Rev. Dora 

How many of us can say we’ve never had expectations, even great 

expectations?  Right now, as I write this, I have the expectation that 

things are going to improve with Covid 19, that I will eventually get the 

vaccine, and that I will be able to travel again, whether that be to my 

Florida home, or to my sister in N.B. or even to my daughter in Toronto.  

I’m turning my ‘hopes’ of earlier this winter into ‘expectations’ in this 

brand new year. 

Expectations…we all have them! 

Our expectations are important because expectations have substance, 

force, the power to affect our lives!  Expectations are more than hopes 

or wishes, I like to call them hopes under pressure.  An expectation is 

something you really want to have happen, something you can see 

happening, fulfilled, something you are willing to work at to bring to 

pass.  Hope under pressure. 

There is a big difference between saying “I hope to succeed” and 

saying “I expect to succeed”.  It’s like the many times I have “hoped” 

to lose weight when what I really needed was to “expect” to succeed. 

Because, when you expect something, you do something about it.  

Expectation implies an involvement, a commitment, a desire, and 

openness to opportunity, to action.  It’s no surprise that we women say, 

when pregnant, that we are “expecting”! 



Expectations have an important part to play in getting things to work 

out.  People with high expectations of themselves, of life, of what they 

undertake, seem to have an edge in the hustle and bustle of life.  It 

makes sense.  After all, if you don’t have a high expectation of success 

you probably don’t give things your best shot and may not even be 

ready to grasp an opportunity or a chance when it comes. 

Where does this all fit in to our faith? 

Well, one of the key elements in our relationship with God 

is...expectation.  God’s expectations of us, and our expectations of God. 

The most amazing thing is, God’s high expectations of us!  He has 

entrusted his creation, his world, our lives and our future to us!  

According to the Word of God in the Bible, he expects us to be loving, 

caring people!  He expects us to be able to forgive our enemies, to be 

slow to be angry, to be patient, to be able to follow the example of 

Jesus! 

One thing is clear, it would appear he either knows us a lot better than 

we know ourselves, or he is sadly mistaken about the nature of human 

beings.  How many of us, when pressed, will admit we feel the 

expectations made of us as Christians are unrealistic?  Who can live up 

to that high a moral level?  And that’s not necessarily a bad thought, 

perhaps we need the challenge of trying to reach beyond our grasp, to 

always have to strive for the goal that ever shines afar. 

All that having been said, it is pretty difficult to get around the clear 

expectations of the Gospel.  Apparently we really are expected to do 

those things.  Does God really think people like you and me can be like, 

say Mother Theresa?  Or, closer to home, Jean Vanier?  The answer, 

apparently, is “YES”. 



Did Jesus think his followers could be a force that would change the 

world?  YES!  Does he expect people like us, not very wise or strong, to 

make a difference in the way things work out in the world, in the 

hungry, troubled continent of Africa, for example?  Again, the answer 

is YES!  Does he believe we can overcome the tendency to be angry 

with people?  I guess he does!  Does he believe we will be able to 

overcome the addictions and the bad habits that destroy our lives!  

Apparently he does! 

Does he believe that we can finally realize that we are destroying our 

environment and we will do something about it, both individually and as 

our larger world?  Apparently he does! 

Does he believe that we will stop discriminating against people of 

different colour, different beliefs, different sexual orientation?  I 

believe that is his expectation of us. 

God knows what we can do, and be, better than we do! 

…and so, I’d like to ask you all a question…what do you expect in your 

life of faith? 

Do you expect to be stronger, to gain a better understanding of God?  

Do you expect faith to make a difference in your life in this new, 

uncertain world?  Clearly, God expects a lot of us.  Perhaps our problem 

is we set our expectations too low.  The important question we have to 

ask ourselves is whether we are willing to have high expectations.  Are 

we willing to have God involved in our future? 

I often think how wonderful it would be to have God’s presence made 

known to me in some spectacular way – a small miracle would be nice.  

But I have to settle for more ordinary ways, for God’s love is 



communicated through ordinary people.  The Mother Theresa’s of the 

world started off as ordinary people.  That’s the way it is, the way God 

fulfills our expectations of his presence – not by blinding lights, 

terrifying voices, cataclysmic events as it is so often portrayed in plays 

and movies.  God comes to us in the voice of a child, in the love of a 

friend, in the moment of danger, in the time of loneliness.  God comes 

to us through so many of the wonderful people within our church 

community and beyond.  Those who quietly and without thought of 

public awareness, do all kinds of little, and not so little, things for 

those in need – shopping, driving to appointments, phone calls, meals, 

prayers, you name it. 

In this brand new year of 2021, what are your (and my) faith 

expectations in the year to come?  What are our expectations for the 

months ahead, for next week, for tomorrow?  Do we have great 

expectations?  We have every right to have them, you know. 

Paul, in his letter to Rome, put down on paper the great promise of the 

reliability of God.  In the Jerusalem Bible the words come to us in this 

way “Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ” even if we 

are troubled or worried or persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or 

being threatened or even attached.  “I am certain of this (says Paul) 

neither death nor life, no angel, no prince, nothing exists, nothing still 

to come, not any power, or height, or depth, nor any created thing, can 

ever come between us and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus 

our Lord”. 

God promised to be with you, and me – and so we have every right to 

expect that, and to expect it with urgency  



– to expect that he will grant us the power to live our lives fully and 

well  

– to expect him to help us so that we will be able to handle whatever 

comes in the year to come 

 – to expect from God the energy to do greater things with our lives 

than we ever thought possible  

– to expect from God the power that makes it all possible 

…and so, after a year of challenge, of masks and distancing and 

limitations, sadness and loss for too many, as we look ahead with some 

uncertainty, may we also find room, and heart, and hope…and even 

expectation 

 Let us pray and worship with expectation 

 Let us expect God to be with us 

 Let us expect to meet her anywhere, any time 

 Let us expect to hear his words speak to us 

 Let us expect to grow in faith 

 Let us have high expectations for great things 

For, as it is told to us in Isaiah 

“Those who look to the Lord will win new strength,  

They will grow wings like angels 

They will run and not be weary 

They will march on and never grow faint” 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS?  …… YOU BETCHA! 



Musical Offering:  “Great Expectations” 

This piece is by American singer-songwriter Steven Curtis Chapman, 

one of the most acclaimed artists in contemporary Christian music: he 

has won 5 Grammys, 59 Gospel Music Association Dove Awards 

(including 7 for “Artist of the Year”), and an American Music Award. 

The chorus of “Great Expectations” (1999) invites listeners to “Believe 

the unbelievable / Receive the inconceivable / And see beyond our 

wildest imagination / Lord, we come with great expectations.” 

great expectations.wmv - YouTube 

 

Offering: 

God of all people, 

We make decisions about our money nearly every day, whether to buy 

that coffee, when to replace that iPod, where to make investments for 

the future, whether we can afford to change our car. 

Help us to be faithful with what is in our hands, as we trust you to be 

faithful with the world you hold in your hands. 

…and so we give, as we can, both in a monetary way but also with the 

giving of ourselves…Amen 

 

Prayers of the People: 

We thank you, God, for the joy and challenge we receive in our daily 

lives as your children – in the feelings, in the sharing, in simply being 

together as one family of God.  We may not see each other in this 

moment, but we are joined together in worship. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWdINjAmP6g


Make holy what we do, that this holiness may transform our homes and 

relationships, our schools and places of work, our community and our 

divided, suffering world – with the loving impact of Jesus. 

As we walk with some uncertainty into a brand new year, let us do so 

strengthened by knowing you are not just with us, but within us.  

May we be with those who sorrow – our arms around their shoulders. 

May we be with those in need – our hands outstretched to share. 

May we be with our neighbouring country as they deal with violence, 

with distrust, with fear – may they know that our hearts and hopes are 

with them, as they move forward towards hope and unity. 

May we be, too, with those who celebrate – new life, new jobs, new 

relationships, recovered health, newness of life, new hopes and dreams 

– sometimes we are so overwhelmed with the stressful times that we 

forget to lift up the good times.  

On this day let us remember again that openness, newness, possibilities 

lie before us. The challenge and guidance of scripture spurs us onward 

– the support and love of our community upholds us – the pouring out of 

your Spirit not just in worship, but in every moment of our lives, 

empowers us. 

Enable us to meet the future not just with hope, but with expectation, 

and with faith in the strong name of Jesus, we pray,  Amen 

 

 

 

 



Hymn:  (MV 45) “You Are Holy (Hamba nathi)” 

The Zulu text of this South African hymn means “Go/Walk/Travel with 

us, our Liberator,” and it is here performed by the World Village 

Gospel Choir. This “community choir with a sacred heart” is based out 

of Winnipeg and learns its music using a call-and-response method, so 

reading music scores is not a requirement to take part. Enjoy! 

Hamba Nathi - World Village Gospel Choir - YouTube 

 

Zulu lyrics: 

Hamba nathi Mkhululi wethu. (x4) 

 Mkhululi, Mkhululi, Mkhululi wethu. (x4) 

 

 You are holy*, you show us the way. (x4) 

 You show us, you show us, you show us the way. (x4) 

 

      *additional verses: “justice,” “healing” 

  

Commissioning and Blessing: 

Go from this time of worship with God’s Word in your heart, on 

your lips, in your touch, directing your feet… 

 

And May the grace of God uphold you 

The peace of God surround you 

The love of God flow from you 

And the strength of God protect you and bring you safely through 

the days to come.   Amen 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkONwPf2xb4


Note:  I have truly enjoyed sharing with you in worship over the 

past couple weeks.  It would be remiss of me if I did not thank 

Janet for her patience in dealing with my computer issues, and a 

special thank you to Heather for helping out with the thoughtful 

and inspiring music selections – so much appreciated by all.  Dora 


