
            

 
 

 

 

Carlisle/Kilbride United Churches 

Sunday Dec. 20, 2020 

Advent Four - Love 

Online Print Service   

Zoom Coffee 11 am 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630

 

Here, you find a full service in traditional format.  On our Carlisle and Kilbride 

webpages you will find a link to a You tube video version of the service. 

Don’t forget to join us for our Carol Sing today at 1 pm on Zoom.  You should receive 

an email with the link.  If you have not, then please send me an email and I will make 

sure you get it. 

 

 To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship:  

If you have an advent wreath at home, please set it out.  This is the fourth Sunday of advent and we 

pray for love.  Where are you experiencing love this season?    

 

Acknowledgement of the Land 

As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on territorial lands 

covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty; an agreement between Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee and 

allied nations to peaceably share and care for the land and resources around the Great Lakes. We 

thank Mother Earth for this sacred place and for her peoples who have been living, working, praying 

and playing on this land since time immemorial. May our worship honour all who have stewarded this 

land. May our praise celebrate their faithful witness and hard work. May all we do reflect the One who 

IS Love and bear witness to this sacred love that embodies and animates all creation from the 

beginning to eternity and calls us to live in harmony, peace, respecting one another and seeking right 

relations with all. 



 

Opening Hymn:  VU 36  Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

Angels from the Realms of Glory with Lyrics | Christmas Carol 2020 - YouTube  

1  Angels, from the realms of glory, 

 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

 ye who sang creation's story, 

 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

  come and worship, come and worship, 

  worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 

 watching o'er your flocks by night, 

 God with us is now residing, 

 yonder shines the infant Light:  R 

 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations; 

 brighter visions beam afar; 

 seek the great desire of nations; 

 ye have seen his natal star:  R 

 

4 Saints before the altar bending, 

 watching long in hope and fear, 

 suddenly the Lord, descending, 

 in his temple shall appear:  R 

 

Call to Worship:   

Tomorrow is the longest night of the year 

Lead us into stillness and let us wonder of all that  

has been, is now and will be in your creation. 

Let us acknowledge our place in that  

- no more and no less and give thanks  

for the wonder of Your love.   Amen 

   

Advent Hymn: VU 7 Hope is a Star  (all verses) 

Hymn 7 Hope is a Star (verses 1,2,3,4) - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5CZ8STVcks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wrfmAHWuy4


 

1 Hope is a star that shines in the night, 

 leading us on till the morning is bright. 

  When God is a child there's joy in our song. 

  The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

  and none shall be afraid. 

 

2 Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, 

 giving a promise of safety and worth.  R 

 

3 Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn, 

 telling the world that the Saviour is born.  R 

 

4 Love is a flame that burns in our heart, 

 Jesus has come and will never depart.  R 

 

Lighting the Advent Candles:   Hope & Peace & Joy & Love 

                     (light candle of hope and peace and joy) 

When does Love come? 

Love comes when we say yes 

When we open our heart.  

When we allow the breath of God  

to ignite Love’s flame. 

Love comes to all of us 

When we say yes. 

 

(light candle) 

 

As we celebrate the advent of Love, 

Help us to give and receive the gift  

of hope, peace, joy and love  

as children do.   

With pure innocence, 

Trusting in God’s promise. 

 



Kernel of Wisdom for the Young at Heart  

Celebrate the many names of Jesus each day of Advent in your prayer:  Activity Sheet: Names for 

Jesus (united-church.ca)  An action prayer for each Sunday in Advent:  Body Prayers (united-

church.ca) 

 

Young at Heart Hymn:  VU 58  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly - King's College, Cambridge 2008 - YouTube  

1 Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 

 oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

 Swift are winging angels singing, 

 noels ringing, tidings bringing: 

  Christ the babe is born for all. 

  Christ the babe is born for all! 

 

2 Flocks were sleeping; shepherds keeping vigil till 

  the morning new 

 saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 

 Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 

 praises voicing greet the morrow: 

  Christ the babe was born for you. 

  Christ the babe was born for you! 

 

Prayer of Illumination   

Speak to us, Lord. 

Speak to us in the waiting, the watching, 

the hoping, the rejoicing. 

Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days, 

and walk with us until the day of your coming Amen 

 

Scripture:  Luke 1: 39-56 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she 

entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 

child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud 

cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this 

happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your 

https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/activity_sheet_names_for_jesus.pdf
https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/activity_sheet_names_for_jesus.pdf
https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/body-prayers.pdf
https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/body-prayers.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IaqoeCl_jR0


greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 

fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the 

Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his 

servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great 

things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 

generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 

hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled 

the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in 

remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to 

his descendants forever.” 56And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her 

home.  

 

Learning for Life:  A song of Love 

 

45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the 

Lord.”  

And what does Mary do when she hears this blessing from Elizabeth?  She sings! 

     The Magnificat is a song that magnifies the Lord.  One that recalls the song of Hannah (1Samuel 2) 

who, after having her prayers to bear a child answered, dedicates the child, Samuel to the Lord.  Her 

blessing of bearing a child, becomes a blessing to the world.  She gives that which she so longed for 

away in love to God.  

    Mary sings a song of praise to God, a love song in which she recognizes the power of the love she 

will bear in this soon to be born son of man.  A love song that tells of the poor being lifted and the 

oppressed going free and the mighty being humbled.  For the truth and the strength of love is the gift 

of compassion and grace for all.  And so Mary sings.  

 Her song is a song of resistance!  Her song is a song of changes to come! Of liberation.  This is no 

sentimental love song, but a cry to the universe letting all who might hear that things will never be the 

same again.  That in Jesus, a new song will ring out. A song of love that is compassionate!  A love song 

that humbles us and heals us and frees us from fear of death and dis-ease and the tyranny of self 

interest.  His song loves us into wholeness!   

Something about singing touches us in the very core of our being. 

For in the most troubling times, even in the face of death, the world turns to song to carry us through.  

They sang on the Titanic and the band played.  Men and women sold into slavery sang.  Women 

fighting for the vote sang.  Human rights protestors in the 60’s sang – We Shall overcome.  When I 

visited Palestine in November 2012, I marched with a group of people of Bethlehem through the gates 



of the great separation Wall and we sang together in the face of the Guards with their machine guns, 

“We Shall overcome” and it was the most meaningful preparation for Christmas I have ever 

experienced.   

I learned from David Lose in one of his messages that: 

That back in 1989 in Leipzig, East Germany, the protesters knew the power of song. In the advent of 

the  “velvet revolution,” for several months preceding the fall of the Berlin wall, the citizens of Leipzig 

gathered on Monday evenings by candlelight around St. Nikolai church – the church where Bach 

composed so many of his cantatas – to sing, and over two months their numbers grew from a little 

more than a thousand people to more than three hundred thousand, over half the citizens of the city, 

singing songs of hope and protest and justice, until their song shook the powers of their nation and 

changed the world. (Later, when someone asked one of the officers of the Stasi, the East German 

secret police, why they did not crush this protest like they had so many others, the officer replied, “We 

had no contingency plan for song.”!) 

Jesus, when grown and a Rabbi, on his entry to Jerusalem - where he knew his death was imminent - 

proclaimed that even if all the voices were stilled the rocks and stones themselves would start to sing!   

As Sister Ilia Delio says so well, 

We can read the history of our 13.7-billion-year-old universe as the rising up of Divine Love incarnate, 

which bursts forth in the person of Jesus, who reveals love’s urge toward wholeness through 

reconciliation, mercy, peace, and forgiveness. Jesus is the love of God incarnate, the wholemaker who 

shows the way of evolution toward unity in love.  

In Jesus, God breaks through and points us in a new direction; not one of chance or blindness but one 

of ever-deepening wholeness in love. In Jesus, God comes to us from the future to be our future. 

Those who follow Jesus are to become wholemakers, uniting what is scattered, creating a deeper unity 

in love.  

Christian life is a commitment to love, to give birth to God in one’s own life and to become midwives 

of divinity in this evolving cosmos. Mary, as she prepared to give birth to Love incarnate, sang of love 

and of justice and of peace on earth! 

If we are to be wholemakers of love in a world of change, Let us also sing! 

 

Hymn:  Mary Did You Know      Alternate Lyrics by Jennifer Henry 

Mary Did You Know? — Original Piano Cover / Instrumental - YouTube  

Mary did you know, 

that your ancient words 

would still leap off our pages? 

Mary did you know, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDFpn7XCRv4


that your spirit song 

would echo through the ages? 

 

Did you know that your holy cry 

would be subversive word, 

that the tyrants would be trembling 

when they know your truth is heard? 

 

Mary did you know, 

that your lullaby 

would stir your own Child’s passion? 

Mary did you know, 

that your song inspires 

the work of liberation? 

 

Did you know that your Jubilee 

is hope within the heart 

of all who dream of justice, 

who yearn for it to start? 

 

The truth will teach, the drum will sound, healing for the pain 

The poor will rise, the rich will fall. Hope will live again 

 

Mary did you know, 

that we hear your voice 

for the healing of the nations? 

Mary did you know, 

your unsettling cry 

can help renew creation? 

 

Do you know, that we need your faith, 

the confidence of you, 

May the God that you believe in, 

be so true. 

 



Minute for Mission:   Humanitarian Aid for Rohingya 

No person should ever be persecuted because of their religion or culture. No one should have to 

struggle daily to find enough food, a place to sleep, or simply a place to exist, yet that has happened 

repeatedly to the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar. For decades they faced religious and ethnic 

persecution, which escalated in 2017. They were tortured and killed in Myanmar, and their homes and 

villages were burned to the ground. 

Almost a million escaped to the town of Cox’s Bazar in nearby Bangladesh to what became, in 

November 2018, the largest refugee camp in the world. 

ACT Alliance, a Mission & Service global ecumenical partner, is on the ground at the Cox’s Bazar 

refugee camp distributing humanitarian aid in the form of food, shelter materials, warm clothing, 

hygiene kits, safe water, and emergency medical help. 

ACT Alliance also hosted the organization Clowns Without Borders to share the importance of 

hygiene in a fun way. The Cox’s Bazar camp is located in a floodplain; mix that with almost a million 

people and the result can be a variety of diseases, some of them life-threatening. Thanks to ACT 

Alliance, many of the Rohingya refugees are able to keep disease at bay by using the skills they were 

taught and the hygiene kits they received.  

Through our gifts for Mission & Service, lives are truly saved every day in Cox’s Bazar camp.  

If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of your life, thank you so much! If you have not 

given, please join me in making Mission & Service giving a regular part of your life of faith. Loving our 

neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service. 

 

Gratitude for your Offering:  

God is sending a message of Joy to the world 

 May our offering today enable Joy for all.  Amen 

   

Offertory:   VU 55 In the Bleak Midwinter v 4 

Loreena McKennitt - In The Bleak Midwinter - YouTube (Instrumental) 

In The Bleak Midwinter | Paul Cardall | Audrey Assad - YouTube (lovely lyrics and visuals) 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part;  

yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 

 

Prayer of Dedication:  

As ancient stars light our skies 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwStDK2_qpw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zw4542p2tMo


May the gifts we bring in the name  

of a new born babe light the way  

for the children of tomorrow 

 

Prayers for the People 

Depart in peace, and take with you the certain knowledge 

        That God is always coming into the world.  

Pray that we seek God, not in a long ago stable  

             or ancient manger, but in the people we meet  

             and in the depths of our own hearts. 

May the blessing of Christmas make us a blessing to others; 

         May the peace of the season pervade all that we do. 

Help us welcome the challenge of discipleship. 

            and offer ourselves as God’s ministers. 

           May we go forth in hope, peace, joy, and love. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  (watch for the new words approved by Pope Francis) – Do not let us fall into temptation 

Our Father, Who art in heaven 

Hallowed by your name 

Your kingdom come, your will be done  

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

Do not let us fall into temptation  

And deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory  

Forever and ever.  Amen 

 

Madonna Prayer  

“Our Mother, who art within us, 

We celebrate your many names. 

Your wisdom come. Your will be done, 

Unfolding from the depths within us. 

Each day you give us all that we need. 

You remind us of our limits and we let go. 



You support us in our power and we act with courage. 

For you are the dwelling place within us, 

the empowerment around us, and the celebration among us. 

As it was in the very beginning, may it be now.”  

                                                            ― Patricia Lynn Reilly  

 

Madonna Prayer 

Our Mother who art within us, 

Each breath brings us to you. 

Thy wisdom come, 

Thy will be done, 

as we honor your presence within us. 

You give us this day all that we need. 

Your bounty calls us to give and receive 

all that is loving and pleasurable. 

You are the courage that moves us to be true to ourselves 

and we act with grace and power. 

We relax into your cycles of birth, 

growth, death and renewal. 

Out of the womb, the darkness, the void, comes new life. 

For you are the Mother of All Things. 

Your body is the Sacred Earth and our bodies. 

Your love nurtures us and unites us all. 

Now and forever more.  Amen 

-Dale Allen 

 

Hymn: VU 17  O Ancient Love 
 
O ANCIENT LOVE VU 17 - YouTube  
 
1 O ancient love, processing through the ages; 
 O hidden love, revealed in human form; 
 O promised love, the dream of seers and sages: 
  O living Love, within our hearts be born, 
  O living Love, within our hearts be borne. 
 
2 O homeless love, that dwells among the stranger; 
 O lowly love, that knows the mighty's scorn; 
 O hungry love, that lay within a manger:  R 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=342w5y80Tbo


 
3 O gentle love, caressing those in sorrow; 
 O tender love, that comforts those forlorn; 
 O hopeful love, that promises tomorrow:  R 
 
4 O suffering love, that bears our human weakness; 
 O boundless love, that rises with the morn; 
 O mighty love, concealed in infant meekness:  R 
 
Benediction:   

May the God of Hope inspire you 

May the God of Peace challenge you  

May the God of Joy give you life 

May the God of love call you forth 

May you seek and find God within and without 

In all you do.  Amen 

Blessing Hymn:  VU 22  Wait For the Lord 

A contemplative piece that you may immerse yourself in. 

Wait for the Lord | Taize | SATB Choir | Jacques Berthier | Sunday 7pm Catholic Church Choir - 

YouTube 

Wait for the Lord, God’s day is near.   

Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart. 

Announcements 

Storytime with Rev. Allie:  Monday and Wednesday at 4:30 on Facebook Live.  A story for 

the young at heart.  You will find it on my timeline, Carlisle United timeline, Carlisle 
Community timeline.   

 

                   
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
 

 Family Service – for the young at heart – songs and story 
Candlelight Communion Service - Scripture, Hymns, Readings 

 

Both will be available online as a recorded video  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37k20ZZ9h-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37k20ZZ9h-A


 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                       

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


