
            

 
 

 

 

Carlisle/Kilbride United Churches 

Sunday Dec. 13, 2020 

Advent Three - Joy 

Online Service   

Zoom Coffee 11 am 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630

 

Good News of Great Joy!   Go to Carlisle webpage on Sunday morning and 

tune in to watch a video of the sermon for this week!  Dec 20 and 

Christmas Eve services will be fully recorded and available on the 

webpage. 

 

*  Thanks to Heather for choosing the you tube versions of the hymns and providing 

the notes.  Love the diversity and beauty! 

To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship:  

If you have an advent wreath at home, please set it out.  This is the third Sunday of advent and we 

pray for Joy!  Where do you experience joy this season?    

Acknowledgement of the Land 

As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on territorial lands 

covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty; an agreement between Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee and 

allied nations to peaceably share and care for the land and resources around the Great Lakes. We 

thank Mother Earth for this sacred place and for her peoples who have been living, working, praying 

and playing on this land since time immemorial. May our worship honour all who have stewarded this 

land. May our praise celebrate their faithful witness and work. May all we do reflect the One who IS 

Love and bear witness to this sacred love that embodies and animates all creation from the beginning 



to eternity and calls us to live in harmony and peace, respecting one another and seeking right 

relations with all. 

 

Opening Hymn:    Hymn 45 Joy is Now in Every Place - YouTube 

Have fun singing this energetic hymn with Strathroy United Church, accompanied by piano and flute. 

1 Joy is now in every place, 

 Christmas lightens every face; 

 now be with us, in your grace, 

  O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus. 

 

2 May the star that shone that night, 

 making your poor stable bright, 

 fill our hearts with love and light,  R 

  

3 Through the New Year let it stay, 

 leading us upon your way, 

 making Christmas every day,  R 

 

4 Now and ever may we find 

 your good news to fill our mind: 

 peace and love to humankind,  R 

 

Call to Worship:   

The Joy of the Lord is all around us! 

Often in unexpected places! 

So be prepared for Joy to break in 

     and show us the wonder of love.   Amen 

   

Lighting the Advent Candles:   Hope & Peace & Joy 

                     (light candle of hope and peace) 

How do we hear Joy? 

We hear joy in the rhythm of the universe 

 a heartbeat measuring justice and truth 

We hear joy heralded by angel choirs 

 singing eternity into mortal life 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Toy6B7qwhVI


We hear joy in the cry of a babe 

 voicing God’s love for this world  

We hear joy when we open our heart 

 Letting the spirit’s light pour forth 

 

(light candle) 

 

As we come ever closer to Christmas day, help us to listen for the song of faith in all we do and to sing 

out the Joy of our Lord to everyone we meet.    Amen 

 

Advent Hymn: VU 7 Hope is a Star   v 1 & 2 & 3 

Hymn 7 Hope is a Star (verses 1,2,3) - YouTube 

Thank you to Strathroy United Church for providing a recording of this hymn specifically for Advent 3 by 

including the three verses on hope, peace, and joy. 

 

1 Hope is a star that shines in the night, 

 leading us on till the morning is bright. 

  When God is a child there's joy in our song. 

  The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

  and none shall be afraid. 

 

2 Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, 

 giving a promise of safety and worth.  R 

 

3 Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn, 

 telling the world that the Saviour is born.  R 

 

4 Love is a flame that burns in our heart, 

 Jesus has come and will never depart.  R 

 

Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Grace 

Holy God,  

 You reassure us when we face uncertainty, inviting us close when we are in the midst of surprising 

changes, both great and small.  Be with us as we continue our journey through Advent. 

Hear us, God, as we offer our personal prayers at this time:                  

                               silence 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpwwaY30qGQ


Even within the deepening shadows of this season, the light of God abounds.  We are a resilient 

people, knowing that God will be with us. 

          Let us not be discouraged. 

          Let us be open to the light 

          Let us give thanks to God, now and always, Amen. 

 

Kernel of Wisdom for the Young at Heart  

(Godly Play story for Advent will be posted on the webpage on Saturday each week) 

Celebrate the many names of Jesus each day of Advent in your prayer:  Activity Sheet: Names for 

Jesus (united-church.ca)  An action prayer for each Sunday in Advent:  Body Prayers (united-

church.ca) 

 

Advent Prayer: 

Holy One, 

Give us the courage to be open, as we prepare for Christ’s arrival, 

so that, like the Angels, we can reach out to the “unreachable”. 

Like Zechariah and Elizabeth and Mary and Joseph, we can receive unexpected messengers; 

and like the shepherds make peace with the special role we play in Christ’s story. 

Help us to know joy, as we prepare. 

Amen. 

 

Young at Heart Hymn:  MV 26 "Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing)"  

 Hallelujah (Your Love is Amazing) - YouTube 

This catchy contemporary worship piece is composed by Brenton Brown and Brian 

Doerksen and produced by Vineyard Worship. The person who posted it to YouTube relates how it got so 

stuck in their head one day that they decided to make a music video using beautiful landscape 

photography... from a slightly warmer clime than ours! 

 

Your love is amazing, steady and unchanging 

Your love is a mountain firm beneath my feet 

Your love is a mystery.  How you gently lift me 

When I am surrounded your love carries me 

 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, Hallelujah 

Your love makes me sing 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, Hallelujah 

Your love makes me sing 

https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/activity_sheet_names_for_jesus.pdf
https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/activity_sheet_names_for_jesus.pdf
https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/body-prayers.pdf
https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/body-prayers.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWT3Hd6WqE0


 

Your love is surprising, I can feel it rising 

Oh the joy that's glowing deep inside of me 

Everytime I see you all your goodness shines through 

I can feel this God song rising up in me 

 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, Hallelujah 

Your love makes me sing 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, Hallelujah 

Your love makes me sing 

 

Your love is amazing, steady and unchanging 

Your love is a mountain firm beneath my feet 

Your love is a mystery. How you gently lift me 

When I am surrounded your love carries me 

 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, Hallelujah 

Your love makes me sing 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, Hallelujah 

Your love makes me sing 

 

Prayer of Illumination   

Speak to us, Lord. 

Speak to us in the waiting, the watching, 

the hoping, the rejoicing. 

Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days, 

and walk with us until the day of your coming Amen 

 

Scripture:   Luke 1: 26-45 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was 

much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to 

her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of 



the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, 

“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he 

will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 

and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with 

God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.” Then the angel departed from her. 39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a 

Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 

filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 

blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 

comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 

joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 

the Lord.” 

 

 

Learning for Life:   

What is the image of Mary that you have carried from your childhood?  I grew up seeing Mary 

depicted as a very demure young European girl with very pale skin, blonde hair, blue eyes wearing a 

blue robe.  So very far from the reality of the middle eastern young woman Mary was. 

                                                  

 I also think that the description of her character has been whitewashed over the centuries as well.  In 

our western Christmas card version, Mary has been tamed and made into one of meek obedience.  

Mary was no passive, innocent, but rather a passionate, imaginative young person ready to take up 

the invitation offered by the Angel Gabriel.  She was ready to open herself to the possibility that God 



would choose her to bring new life into this world.  How this story resonates with us.  Our deep desire 

is to live a life that matters.  A life of passion and full of love.  As Benedictine oblate, author, and poet 

Kathleen Norris shares, Mary’s “virginity” has less to do with biology than with her stance towards 

God and life itself. 

Fr. Richard Rohr writes:  

 It’s in the monastic world that I find a broader and also more relevant grasp of what it could mean 

to be virgin. Thomas Merton, in Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander, describes the true identity that 

he seeks in contemplative prayer as a “point vierge” [virgin point] at the center of his being, “a point 

untouched [by sin and] by illusion, a point of pure truth . . . which belongs entirely to God. . . .”  

 

I once heard someone say that we are born with a God-Shaped space in our souls.  I believe it is 

the same thing that Thomas Merton is describing as the “pointe vierge”.  I also believe that this is the 

well spring from which true joy arises.  It sees with its God’s eye the beauty and truth and sacredness 

of life and when it sees, it rejoices.  This is a different experience than happiness.  This is the 

wellspring that does not depend on anything we do or think but is the recognition of the divine within 

and its connection with the divine in all else.  Martin Buber, an early twentieth century theologian 

talked about this as the I-Thou – full, direct, mutual relation between ourselves and God and from 

that, our relationship with the rest of creation.  I think Mary must have experienced a deep connection 

and openness to God’s presence which enabled her to say a resounding “YES” knowing and yet not 

knowing what this could mean.   

For any who have experienced an invitation to manifest God’s will, they will understand this 

knowing/not-knowing I speak of.  There is a conviction deep in the soul, in the heart, in that God 

shaped space that YES is the only answer to the invitation. At the same time, there is mystery around 

“How can this be?” How will this unfold?  There is often blessing and struggle intertwined in living 

out that yes.  I wonder if she had some fear, some doubts about how it would unfold, how it would 

impact her betrothal to Joseph, how her family would react?    Even if we are sure of our decision, it is 

natural to have many questions.  The Angel, Gabriel, told Mary that her relative, Elizabeth was also 

expecting.  Perhaps Elizabeth was to Mary who my Aunt June-Marie was to me.   Someone I could 

trust with my innermost feelings, thoughts and spiritual longings.  She never thought I was weird or 

judged me or told me that my spiritual experiences were made up.  She affirmed the presence of God 

with me and encouraged me to listen to the spirit whispering in my heart. I can completely 

understand why Mary would set out to visit Elizabeth.  She was someone who had also shared in a 

miraculous occurrence; someone older and wiser who would affirm and support her.  Everyone 

should have at least one person in their life who is affirming no matter how outside the ‘norm’ you 

might be.  I wonder if you do.   



So Mary goes to Elizabeth and what wonder!   

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to 
me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.  
 

The Spirit-filled life in Elizabeth recognizes and responds with Joy to the Divine presence that 
Mary is carrying.  What jubilation!  God is doing a new thing and Mary and Elizabeth in their faith 
and wonder are filled with joy themselves that they are chosen to nurture within themselves this 
incarnation of God’s will.  WOW!  This is the ultimate I-Thou experience of God-with-us!   
 

And let’s not forget Zechariah and Joseph, thrust into an entirely different life than they were 
expecting!  They too, were visited by the Angel Gabriel to be an integral part of this new beginning for 
the world.  Not something they were planning on, I’m sure!  Zechariah, long past thinking there would 
be a new life, a son! Had he been thinking about a quiet life in his golden years – not to be!  And 
Joseph – a very different beginning to his life as the husband of Mary than he had imagined, I’m 
certain.  Yet, both Zechariah and Joseph also said YES and did what they could o support and 
encourage and care for Mary and Elizabeth in this wondrous, miraculous, new life that was so 
different from what hey imagines, and yet so rich and full of meaning.  They gave of themselves to this 
new way, this new life.   
 

We never know when we will be invited in to participate in bringing God’s will about in the 
world.  We never know when we will be asked to play the part of the angel, bearing good news, or to 
be the god-bearer birthing an act of love and making a transformative mark in someone’s heart.  
Perhaps that’s why we love Christmas time so much because we can unashamedly and unreservedly 
be part of the unfolding of God’s will and experience the ultimate Joy in the gift of giving.  At this time 
of year as we prepare for Christmas, we are immersed in stories of goodwill and compassionate acts of 
kindness by strangers for one another.  And OH THE JOY of IT ALL .     

There is nothing that brings the same kind of complete and utter joy as that of making a 
meaningful contribution to the world.  Not for the credit, in truth, I think it is even better when it is 
anonymous and the pure gift is allowed to stand with no need for thanks or returning the kind deed 
except perhaps in the commitment to pass it along when the chance comes.  This week there was a 
post on facebook – tragedy struck and a family’s home burnt to the ground.  Devastating, though 
grateful no person was injured.  Immediately, a call went out for help.  And dozens and dozens of 
people are stepping up to give to this family with no thought except a recognition of the need to reach 
out and help in whatever way possible.  The world weary and forlorn is touched by the light of grace 
and hope when we become God-bearers, by allowing Christ into our hearts and living his will, living 
his compassion and living his love. What Joy!  What Joy! 

 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices 

      For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn' 
       Fall on your knees, oh, hear the Angels' voices 

           Oh, night divine, oh, night when Christ was born 
Oh, night divine, oh, night, oh night divine 

 
Will you open your heart and allow Christ to be born yet once more?  

 
I share a reading from Steve Garnaas-Holmes: 
 
 Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
             give thanks in all circumstances. 
                                     —1 Thessalonians 5.16-18 



 
Seriously? Even with all the crud in the world? 
Yes. In the rock-paper-scissors of life 
joy cuts sorrow, crushes despair and swallows crud. 
Grieve first... and joy comes with the morning. 
 
These are hard days. But joy is bigger than these days. 
Joy is not happiness with present circumstances, 
but harmony with the goodness of God 
and the overflowing of God's delight in us. 
Joy includes the universe, 
and all its beauty and sorrow. 
Joy dances with gratitude. 
Joy plays with hope, which is trust in the unseen. 
Joy sings with love, which is self-giving for another, 
who is the self—a return to wholeness. What joy! 
 
Yes, people are suffering, and others don't care. 
But some do. Rejoice! 
You can rejoice during a pandemic. 
You can give thanks at a funeral. 
You can be joyful in prison. 
You can lament suffering and injustice, and rejoice. 
For joy is the healing of broken hearts, 
the breaking of chains, the opening of graves, 
the coming of God. 
 
Christ does not come to make us happy, 
but to stand with us in the pain of life 
until joy like a seed rises. 
 
All is swallowed up in joy. 
   

Will you dare to dream? 
 

May God give us the Grace to say Yes!  Amen! 
 

Hymn:  MV 134 "There Was a Child in Galilee (Dreaming Mary)" 

A Child in Galilee (Dreaming Mary) - YouTube 

This recording is from a service at Trinity United Methodist (TUM) Church in Seattle, Washington. Besides a 

great choir, TUM has a very active social justice ministry, working with various organizations to offer 

hospitality to those who are homeless, to advocate for inclusion of all sexual orientations and gender 

identities, and to support environmental justice as a "greening congregation" that focuses on climate 

change and energy issues. 

 

“There was a child in Galilee who wandered wild along the sea. 

A holy child, alone was she, and they called her Dreaming Mary. 

And she dreamed, rejoicing in her saviour; 

She dreamed of justice for the poor. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0y5O7PehYqI


She dreamed that kings oppressed no more 

When she dreamed, that Dreaming Mary. 

 

One holy day an angel came with voice of wind and eyes of flame. 

He promised blessed would be her name when he spoke to Dreaming Mary. 

Then she spoke, rejoicing in her saviour. 

She spoke of justice for the poor. 

She spoke that kings oppressed no more 

When she spoke, that Dreaming Mary. 

 

And did she dream about a son? 

And did he speak, the angel one? 

We only know God’s will was done in the son of Dreaming Mary. 

Then she prayed, rejoicing in her saviour. 

She taught him justice for the poor. 

She taught that kings oppressed no more 

When she taught, that Dreaming Mary. 

 

Then Jesus grew in Galilee, they wandered wild along the sea. 

Now he calls to you and me to dream with Dreaming Mary. 

And we dream, rejoicing in our saviour. 

We dream of justice for the poor. 

We dream that kings oppress no more as we dream with Dreaming Mary.” 

 

Minute for Mission   December 13 Advent 3 

Providing Quality Education in Zambia In 2015, the UN adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, which named 17 Sustainable Development Goals to end poverty. Goal 4, quality 

education, is critical for communities to develop innovative solutions to daily challenges. According to 

UN statistics, over 265 million children worldwide are not enrolled in school. Access to education is a 

challenge in many parts of the world, particularly in rural areas, and it’s one that Zambia’s Mission & 

Service partners Women for Change and People’s Action Forum are tackling. Women for Change 

encourages girls and young women in rural Zambia to stay in school. The group works with national 

and community leaders to develop an understanding of the importance of education for all young 

people. It works with families, offering livelihood training to help address the economic issues that 

may be keeping girls out of school. It also works with teachers to support girls who return to school, 



and with communities to break down the cultural and social norms that sometimes prevent girls from 

completing their education. People’s Action Forum (PAF) also works with rural communities in 

Zambia to help them see how their resources can be used to improve local education. Collaboration 

between schools and local communities has turned schools into hubs of community health and 

development, including providing safe community water supplies. Through a mentorship program 

called Girls Action Forum, PAF helps girls succeed by providing the skills, space, and encouragement 

they need to thrive. If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of your life, thank you so 

much! If you have not given, please join me in making Mission & Service giving a regular part of your 

life of faith. Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service.  

 

Gratitude for your Offering:  

God is sending a message of Joy to the world 

 May our offering today enable Joy for all.  Amen 

   

Offertory:   VU 55 In the Bleak Midwinter v 4 

Loreena McKennitt - In The Bleak Midwinter - YouTube (Instrumental) 

In The Bleak Midwinter | Paul Cardall | Audrey Assad - YouTube (lovely lyrics and visuals) 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 

 

Prayer of Dedication:  

As ancient stars light our skies 

May the gifts we bring in the name  

of a new born babe light the way  

for the children of tomorrow 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:  http://gloria.tv/?media=479543&language=3SsSaAhCEfb  

 

Prayers for the People:  

O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us. May all that we do flow from  

our deep connection with you and all beings. Help us become a community that vulnerably shares 

each other’s burdens and the weight of glory. Listen to our hearts’ longings for the healing of our 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwStDK2_qpw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zw4542p2tMo
http://gloria.tv/?media=479543&language=3SsSaAhCEfb


world. [Please add your own intentions.] . . . Knowing you are hearing us better than we are 

speaking, we offer these prayers in all the holy names of God, amen.    – Fr Richard Rohr.   

 

Hymn: VU 59 "Joy to the World" 

Joy To The World (Live At The Helix In Dublin, Ireland/2013) - YouTube 

Please join in singing verses 1, 2, and 4 with the all-female Irish ensemble Celtic Woman from their 2012 

"Home for Christmas" tour (note: the first verse is repeated twice more at the end). These women are 

extremely talented! No wonder this group has lasted - they were originally brought together to form a 

temporary ensemble for a one-time show in Dublin in 2004, but their popularity ensured their longevity. 

 
 
1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
 let earth receive her King! 
 Let every heart prepare him room, 
 and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 
 and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: 
 let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
 nor thorns infest the ground: 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the earth with truth and grace, 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
 
Benediction:   

May the God of Hope inspire you 

May the God of Peace challenge you  

May the God of Joy give you life 

May the God of love call you forth 

May you seek and find God within and without 

In all you do.  Amen 

 

Postlude  "Joyful, Joyful" from Sister Act II 

Joyful, Joyful - Sister Act 2 [Tiffany Mann, Kyle Taylor Parker, David Rowen, & Melissa Victor] - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDmIddF7DfQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-KP3XizrZHQ


This version of the song from the musical was produced by David Rowan and was created, in part, to 

support Teen & Police Service Academy, a program designed to build trust, peace, and 

understanding between at-risk youth and law enforcement. It joyfully celebrates diversity - not only 

amongst people, but amongst musical genres as well, since it mixes classical with rap and pop/R&B! 

 

Announcements 

Blessing Hymn:  VU 22  Wait For the Lord 

A contemplative piece that you may immerse yourself in. 

Wait for the Lord | Taize | SATB Choir | Jacques Berthier | Sunday 7pm Catholic Church Choir - 

YouTube 

Wait for the Lord, God’s day is near.   

Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart. 

 

Storytime with Rev. Allie:  Monday and Wednesday at 4:30 on Facebook Live.  A story for 
the young at heart.  You will find it on my timeline, Carlisle United timeline, Carlisle 
Community timeline.   

 
ADVENT HAPPENINGS 
 

Godly Play Advent Story – aired each Saturday morning of Advent on Facebook Live.  You 
will find it on my timeline, Carlisle United timeline.   

 
Advent Devotional - MAYA ANGELOU AND THE FREEDOM POETRY OF ADVENT 
- In Person:  at 10 am. at Carlisle - 10-person limit – all safety protocols will be in place. 

 
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
 

Christmas Eve – Family service and candlelight communion service will both be posted to 
our Carlisle/Kilbride webpages.   

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37k20ZZ9h-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37k20ZZ9h-A


 

 

 

                                                       

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


