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To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship:  

If you have an advent wreath at home, please set it out.  This is the second Sunday of advent and we 

pray for peace.  Where might you find peace this season?    

 

Acknowledgement of the Land 

As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on territorial lands 

covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty; an agreement between Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee and 

allied nations to peaceably share and care for the land and resources around the Great Lakes. We 

thank Mother Earth for this sacred place and for her peoples who have been living, working, praying 

and playing on this land since time immemorial. May our worship honour all who have stewarded this 

land. May our praise celebrate their faithful witness and hard work. May all we do reflect the One who 

IS Love and bear witness to this sacred love that embodies and animates all creation from the 

beginning to eternity and calls us to live in harmony, peace, respecting one another and seeking right 

relations with all. 

 

Opening Hymn:  VU 5 All Earth Is Waiting 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqzXw2sfy6c 

This recording is performed by the choir at Bon Air United Methodist Church in Richmond, Virginia. 

Wait for the soloist to sing a verse in Spanish herself; she will give a cue for everyone to start singing 

verse 1 in English. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqzXw2sfy6c


 

1  All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, 

 and open furrows await the seed of God.  

 All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty;  

 it cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 

 

2 Thus says the prophet to those of Israel,  

 'A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel.'  

 One whose name is 'God with us', our Saviour shall be,  

 through whom hope will blossom once more 

  within our hearts. 

 

3  Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain,  

 open new highways, new highways for our God,  

 who is now coming closer, so come all and see,  

 and open the doorways as wide as wide can be. 

 

4  In lowly stable the Promised One appeared. 

 Yet, feel that presence throughout the earth today,  

 for Christ lives in all Christians and is with us now;  

 again, on arriving, Christ brings us liberty. 

 

Call to Worship:   

Holy Living God, Blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit, 

alight within us your flame of peace this day. 

Grant us openness to hear your message. 

Grant us courage to be your messengers in the world, 

creating more peace in the midst of fear. Amen 

 

Lighting the Advent Candles:   Hope & Peace 

                     (light candle of hope) 

What is Peace? 

Peace is a ribbon surrounding the earth, 

A streaming rainbow of promised rebirth 

Binding the broken olive branch extended,  



Till all of creation is at last mended 

It winds its way round the whole world’s girth 

Reminding us to care for each other’s worth. 

                  (light candle of peace) 

This season as we wrap our gifts with ribbons and bows, let the ribbon of peace slip through our lives 

till it wraps round the gift of love that is Jesus binding his promise to our hearts. Amen 

 

Advent Hymn: VU 7 Hope is a Star   v 1 &2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuZgdGD_Aq4 

Join Strathroy United Church in singing the first two verses of this Advent hymn. 

 

1 Hope is a star that shines in the night, 

 leading us on till the morning is bright. 

  When God is a child there's joy in our song. 

  The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

  and none shall be afraid. 

 

2 Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, 

 giving a promise of safety and worth.  R 

 

3 Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn, 

 telling the world that the Saviour is born.  R 

 

4 Love is a flame that burns in our heart, 

 Jesus has come and will never depart.  R 

 

Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Grace 

In this Advent time of waiting, may we be still and let go of expectations that prevent us from 

experiencing the wonder and grace of your coming.  May we let go of the burdens we carry and open 

our hearts to the hope of God with us, Emmanuel.  

 Surely the presence of the Lord is with us. 

I can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace. 

I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, 

I see glory on each face; 

surely the presence of the Lord is with us. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuZgdGD_Aq4


  

Kernel of Wisdom for the Young at Heart  

(Godly Play story for Advent will be posted on the webpage on Saturday each week) 

Celebrate the many names of Jesus each day of Advent in your prayer:  Activity Sheet: Names for 

Jesus (united-church.ca)  An action prayer for each Sunday in Advent:  Body Prayers (united-

church.ca) 

I want to talk about some of the words in our scripture today.   The first words we hear are that the 

people need comfort.  We also hear: “Prepare the way” and “Make a straight path” and “The uneven 

ground will be made level”.   Sounds like a construction zone!  What is this prophet Isaiah talking 

about?  What does this have to do with comforting people?    What do you think?  What gives you 

comfort?  (possible answers – a safe home, enough food to eat, medical care, people who care for us 

and love us, pets, a clean and healthy planet, etc.).  Not everyone has these things.  Sometimes it can 

be like going through an obstacle course to get these things because there are so many things that 

make it really hard for people. Can you think of reasons why people couldn’t get those things?  What 

does this have to do with getting ready for Christmas? God saw that it was so hard for a lot of people 

to have these basic things and that things needed to change.  The prophets are telling people to get 

ready because Jesus is coming to show us how to love each other and how to change our lives and the 

way we do things so that everyone will enough to eat and have safe homes and a clean earth and no 

war and peace for everyone.  Can we let Jesus do some construction in our lives? What can we do to 

get ready for Jesus?  What can we do to open our hearts and let Jesus change us?   

Advent Prayer: 

Holy One, 

Give us the courage to be brave, as we prepare for Christ’s arrival, 

so that, like the Angels, we can reach out to the “unreachable,” 

like Elizabeth and Mary, we can receive unexpected messengers; 

and like the shepherds make peace with the special role we play in Christ’s story. 

Help us to be brave, as we prepare. 

Amen. 

Young at Heart Hymn:  VU 9 People Look East 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SPLN1g_ZFY 

This version is performed by Marty Haugen, like the "Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery" you sang 

along to on Reign of Christ Sunday for our at-home hymn sing. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=np0cxAdsi4o 

Here's another version performed by Chris Brunelle on guitar. Note: Chris leaves out verse 3 ("Birds, 

though you long"). 

https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/activity_sheet_names_for_jesus.pdf
https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/activity_sheet_names_for_jesus.pdf
https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/body-prayers.pdf
https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/body-prayers.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SPLN1g_ZFY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=np0cxAdsi4o


 

1 People, look east. The time is near 

  of the crowning of the year. 

 Make your house fair as you are able, 

 trim the hearth and set the table. 

 People, look east and sing today: 

  Love the guest is on the way. 

 

2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

  one more seed is planted there: 

 give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

 that in course the flower may flourish. 

 People, look east and sing today: 

  Love the rose is on the way. 

 

3 Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

  guard the nest that must be filled; 

 even the hour when wings are frozen 

 God for fledging time has chosen. 

 People, look east and sing today: 

  Love the bird is on the way. 

 

4 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 

  one more light the bowl shall brim, 

 shining beyond the frosty weather, 

 bright as sun and moon together. 

 People, look east and sing today: 

  Love the star is on the way. 

 

5 Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 

  Christ who brings new life to earth. 

 Set every peak and valley humming 

 with the word, the Lord is coming. 

 People, look east and sing today: 

  Love the Lord is on the way. 



 

Prayer of Illumination   

Speak to us, Lord. 

Speak to us in the waiting, the watching, 

the hoping, the rejoicing. 

Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days, 

and walk with us until the day of your coming Amen 

 

Scripture:   Isaiah 40:1-11 

40Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 

she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double 

for all her sins. 

3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 

uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 6A voice says, 

“Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the 

field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the 

people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 

9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O 

Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your 

God!” 10See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and 

his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 

arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

Mark 1:1-8 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; 

3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight,’” 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 



were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John 

was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 

honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 

stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Learning for Life:   

When my 5 yr. old granddaughter, Violet, comes to our house one of the first things she does is 

remove all the sofa cushions from our couches.  She has done his since the time she could reach up 

and attempt to climb up or if we put her up on the couch to sit.  She would sweep the cushions onto 

the floor and we would put them back up.  We kept this up for the longest time, lamenting the fact 

that she would not leave them on the couch where we thought they belonged. Many, many, many, 

many times we engaged in this back and forth over the last four years. We have the cushions because 

we find them comfortable.  

Then one day as I watched her, I realized that for her, for whatever reason, these sofa cushions 

were an obstacle for her.  They were in her way and were stopping her from accessing where she 

wanted to be.  They were not stable hand holds for climbing onto the couch and they visually blocked 

her view of the room and making connection with her environment.  The closeness of these cushions 

intruded in her need for a certain social space bubble. We all know about bubbles now, don’t we?  For 

most of us, they have been difficult to handle, but for some, like Violet or autistic kids, for example, 

social distancing is a requirement for their ability to occupy a place in the room. Now when we know 

she is coming, we remove the cushions and set them aside to prepare a way for her.  This is a small 

way we can increase her ability to connect with us, and to give her comfort and that is huge for us. 

   

“Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.”  

 

We, as a people, too often confuse our attachment to being comfortable with the comfort that comes 

with true connection.   

I say, “We confuse our attachment to being comfortable with the true comfort that comes with 

connection.” 

 

How often do we place our own level of comfortableness – our attachment to familiarity - over 

the comfort of connection yearned for by those around us.  In the church we are notorious for keeping 

things the same because it is what we are used to, what we are comfortable with or simply because we 

have not considered how things could be different and more accessible. That is as true today as it was 



2000 and 4000 and 6000 years ago.  We keep rearranging ourselves – the way we worship and the 

way we gather and the way we count who belongs and who doesn’t according to old worn out 

parameters that we have been social and culturally taught to accept as the ‘only’ or ‘right’ way.  

 

 Now, we are in a wilderness where the usual way of doing things is not possible.  We have had 

to change the way we order ourselves and can no longer take for granted our attachment to 

comfortableness.  We wear a mask when we go out even if it makes us uncomfortable.  We keep our 

physical distance.  We limit our contact with our loved ones to keep them safe.  In our worship, we are 

doing new things and changing our style and surprisingly (or maybe not so surprisingly) many people 

who would never come to church before are accessing our message of hope and call for justice online 

and making connections.  In part this may be a response to the significant interruption in all we took 

for granted, but I think it is also because, suddenly, it is much more accessible to them.  The churches 

that have the most ‘hits’ on their webpage are the ones who have eschewed the traditional, 

conventional ways of worship with the heavy emphasis on liturgy and have spoken from the heart and 

made space for the Holy Spirit to be present in new unfettered ways.  Don’t get me wrong, I love 

liturgy and ritual but I also don’t want that to be an obstacle preventing people from connecting with 

the Good News. 

John the Baptist was outside the established religious order.  Remember, he was a PK 

(Preacher’s Kid). His father, Zechariah was a priest in the Temple.  John knew the ways of the church 

and was a devout believer, but he became an ascetic.  His was a voice crying out from the wilderness.  

Hear Michael Coffey’s poem:  Wild Man John 

 



Rough like bark and a bark like a feral December dog 

no smooth salesman with a fold out suitcase he 

his work is black pumice, his words spray forth 

like sandblasting, like crystallized winter winds 

 

He leads us to where no gentleman or clergy could 

a ritual place hidden in the woods in the mossy darkness 

where our dread trembling shakes off veneers of goodness 

we no longer don the icy cool surface of nice and okay 

 

Take us down deep into every damn thing we hide about us 

until our egos crack like eggs and white and yellow spill forth 

to incubate in your woolly wildness some new man who 

no longer lives for tame visions but only madcap holy ones 

                                                                      - December 2, 2014, Ocotillo Pub Blog 

 

John called out to the people to change their ways, to repent and open their hearts to new 

possibilities; crying out to Prepare for the coming of the one who was even greater, for as John 

baptized with water, the one to come would baptize with the Holy Spirit.   

Mark begins his book with the ‘title’ The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, Son of God.  The 

beginning that throws us back to the prophecy of Isaiah, who is speaking to his people who have been 

long suffering in exile, that is being fulfilled by John, who is speaking to his people who are oppressed 

by the Roman occupation, which prepares the way for the coming of Christ, who spoke then of the 

transforming kingdom of God on earth and who continues to speak to us here today.  He speaks to 

both the oppressor and the oppressed, the mighty and low, the believer and the non believer, the 

people of the Jewish faith and people of any other faith, calling us out of our experience of wilderness 

and into the fullness of compassionate and abundant life.  

We seek, we yearn for Comfort, the comfort that Isaiah foretells and do we instead settle for 

remaining comfortable?  Experiencing real Comfort comes with repentance and with a willingness to 

completely open ourselves to the coming of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit that brings hope and 

peace and joy with unconditional love. Our hope lies in seeking Peace.  Pursuing peace bring us Joy.  

  But how do we pursue Peace in this world?  I think it is by looking around us and seeing with 

the eyes, hearing with the ears, touching with the senses of those who face obstacles in our society and 

then reach out in compassion to do what ever we are able to address their needs and companion with 



them and remove the obstacles. I share with you some wisdom from Father Richard Rohr, a 

Franciscan monk.   

I think there are three basic levels of social ministry, and none is better than the other. I believe all 

are the movement of the Holy Spirit within us for the sake of others. I like to imagine a river 

flooding out of control—symbolizing the circumstances and injustices that bring about suffering—

overflowing its banks and sweeping those in its path off their feet. 

At the first level, we rescue drowning people from the swollen river, dealing with the immediate 

social problem right in front of us: someone hungry comes to our door and we offer them some food, 

or invite them inside. These are hands-on, social service ministries, like the familiar soup kitchen or 

food pantry. Such works will always look rather generous, Christian, charitable, and they tend to be 

admired, if not always imitated. 

 

At the second level, there are ministries that help people not to fall into the swollen river in the first 

place, or show them how to survive despite falling in. In general, these are the ministries of 

education and healing. Most of the religious orders in the Catholic Church in the last three hundred 

years went in that direction, filling the world with schools, hospitals, and social service ministries 

that empowered people and gave them new visions and possibilities for their lives. 

Finally, on the third level, some ministries build and maintain a dam to stop the river from flooding 

in the first place. This is the work of social activism and advocacy, critique of systems, organizing, 

speeches, boycotts, protests, and resistance against all forms of systemic injustice and deceit. It is 

the gift of a few, but a much-needed gift that we only recently began to learn and practice. It seeks 

systemic change and not just individual conversion.  I believe that if we can do one or two things 

wholeheartedly in our life, that is all God expects. 

 

The important thing is that we all should be doing something for the rest of the world! We have to 

pay back, particularly those of us born into privilege and comfort. We also must respect and 

support the other two levels, even if we cannot do them. Avoid all comparisons about better or 

lesser, more committed or less committed; those are all ego games. Let’s just use our different gifts 

to create a unity in the work of service (Ephesians 4:12–13), and back one another up, without 

criticism or competition. Only in our peaceful, mutual honoring do we show forth the glory of God. 

- Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation - Participating in Movements for Justice.  Friday, 

December 4, 2020 - from the Center for Action and Contemplation  

 



In this time of advent preparation, how can we open ourselves to hear the voice from the 

wilderness calling to out us to seek not our own personal comfort, but the comfort of connection 

within God’s kindom?   I leave you with this Blessing from Jan Richardson: 

 

Prepare 

A Blessing for Advent 

Strange how one word 

will so hollow you out. 

But this word 

has been in the wilderness 

for months. 

Years. 

This word is what remained 

after everything else 

was worn away 

by sand and stone. 

 

It is what withstood 

the glaring of sun by day, 

the weeping loneliness of 

the moon at night. 

 

Now it comes to you 

racing out of the wild, 

eyes blazing 

and waving its arms, 

its voice ragged with desert 

but piercing and loud 

as it speaks itself 

again and again: 

 

Prepare, prepare. 

 

It may feel like 

the word is leveling you, 



emptying you 

as it asks you 

to give up 

what you have known. 

 

It is impolite 

and hardly tame, 

but when it falls 

upon your lips 

you will wonder 

at the sweetness, 

 

like honey 

that finds its way 

into the hunger 

you had not known 

was there. 

               —Jan Richardson 

                        from Circle of Grace 

 

Hymn: MV 120  My Soul Cries Out (Canticle of Turning) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qn04j17JaNE 

Vocalists have unique challenges singing in a choir: not only do we practice and practice to get the 

correct pitches and rhythms and well-enunciated words, but we also work on blending our sound with 

the voices around us and making sure our timing is right together. Now imagine trying to accomplish 

all that when recording your part individually at home during the pandemic! The virtual choir in this 

video does an admirable job... and in harmony! What is particularly special about a virtual choir is 

that it brings together musicians from all over, uniting them in a common artistic project and forging 

new connections. This seems like a particularly significant time - during the pandemic and during 

Advent - to join together in singing a hymn of hope about change in the world. 

 

1. My soul cries out with a joyful shout 

that the God of my heart is great, 

And my spirit sings of the wondrous things 

that you bring to the ones who wait. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qn04j17JaNE


You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 

and my weakness you did not spurn, 

So from east to west shall my name be blest. 

Could the world be about to turn? 

 

Refrain 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

and the world is about to turn! 

  

2. Though I am small, my God, my all, 

you work great things in me, 

And your mercy will last from the depths of the past 

to the end of the age to be. 

Your very name puts the proud to shame, 

and to those who would for you yearn, 

You will show your might, put the strong to flight, 

for the world is about to turn.             Refrain 

 

3. From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 

not a stone will be left on stone. 

Let the king beware for your justice tears 

ev’ry tyrant from his throne. 

The hungry poor shall weep no more, 

for the food they can never earn; 

There are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed, 

for the world is about to turn.                         Refrain 

 

4. Though the nations rage from age to age, 

we remember who holds us fast: 

God’s mercy must deliver us 

from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 

This saving word that our forebears heard 

is the promise which holds us bound, 



‘Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 

who is turning the world around.                   Refrain 

 

Minute for Mission 

Make A Gift Through Mission & Service Today! - YouTube 

Leading the Way Companion video available Mission & Service–funded global partner the World 

Student Christian Federation–Africa Region gives university students a place to come together in 

education, faith, and activism. WSCF-Africa empowers and connects responsible young leaders 

around the world on their path to change tomorrow. It encourages a culture of democracy to mobilize 

youth to become proactive in society, promoting positive change through dialogue and action between 

different traditions and cultures. At a gathering, one of the World Student Christian Federation 

members shared these words: As young people, we ask the churches not to spread hate speech or 

judgment but to preach love, peace, and acceptance for all people as God’s creation. We ask our 

churches to take part in interfaith dialogue, to start building relationships with members of other 

faiths, so that we may come to understand their beliefs and accept them as brothers and sisters. We 

ask our churches to acknowledge that we cannot master the truth; we can only approach the truth. 

Only God holds the truth. As the present youth, we are the church of the future. Because of this, it is 

important for the churches to communicate with us and to ensure that our opinions are heard. It is 

part of the role of churches to promote human dignity and to serve the common good. We are 

thankful that Mission & Service is in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation and its 

vision of changing the world for the better. If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of your 

life, thank you so much! If you have not given, please join me in making Mission & Service giving a 

regular part of your life of faith. Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service. 

 

Gratitude for your Offering:  

God is sending a message of Peace to the world 

 May our offering today enable peace for all.  Amen 

   

Offertory:   VU 55 In the Bleak Midwinter v 4 

Loreena McKennitt - In The Bleak Midwinter - YouTube (Instrumental) 

In The Bleak Midwinter | Paul Cardall | Audrey Assad - YouTube (lovely lyrics and visuals) 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SyIMqkZAk4M&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwStDK2_qpw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zw4542p2tMo


 

Prayer of Dedication:  

As ancient stars light our skies 

May the gifts we bring in the name  

of a new born babe light the way  

for the children of tomorrow 

 

Prayers for the People 

God of Advent 
We come crying out for all, comfort your people. 
Make a path for your people that they can find their way. 
Speak tenderly to all whose hearts are wounded. 
Bring calmness to all who fear. 
Be our Shepherd Lord and carry us as one would carry a lamb. 
Feed our hunger Lord. 
God of Advent 
Show us your mercy and favor. 
Forgive us our ways when we turn away from you. 
And put your peace into our hearts as we turn back to you 
Pour your steadfast love over as like a gentle rain. 
Breath your righteousness into our souls. 
Make us faithful as we wait. 
Advent Friend, 
we want to be ready for you 
but we are set in our bent and bumpy Ways. 
. 
Create in us 
the capacity for repentance 
and the vulnerable grace of openness. 
  
Use our friends 
and our critics to straighten 
twisted motives and smooth rough moods. 
  
Make us ready 
for more and more 
of your healing baptism in our lives. 
  
Grant an increase 
of your nurturing Spirit 
in the ordinary affairs of each day. 
Hear us as we pray as Jesus taught us: 
  
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



 

Hymn: VU 17 O Ancient Love 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8wq3dm1Z3c 
Sing along with the solo piano recording offered by Bethesda United Church in nearby Ancaster. 
 

1 O ancient love, processing through the ages; 

 O hidden love, revealed in human form; 

 O promised love, the dream of seers and sages: 

  O living Love, within our hearts be born, 

  O living Love, within our hearts be borne. 

 

2 O homeless love, that dwells among the stranger; 

 O lowly love, that knows the mighty's scorn; 

 O hungry love, that lay within a manger:  R 

 

3 O gentle love, caressing those in sorrow; 

 O tender love, that comforts those forlorn; 

 O hopeful love, that promises tomorrow:  R 

 

4 O suffering love, that bears our human weakness; 

 O boundless love, that rises with the morn; 

 O mighty love, concealed in infant meekness:  R 

 

Benediction:   

May the God of Hope inspire you 

May the God of Peace challenge you  

May the God of Joy give you life 

May the God of love call you forth 

May you seek and find God within and without 

In all you do.  Amen 

 

Blessing Hymn:  VU 22  Wait For the Lord 

A contemplative piece that you may immerse yourself in. 

Wait for the Lord | Taize | SATB Choir | Jacques Berthier | Sunday 7pm Catholic Church Choir - 

YouTube 

Wait for the Lord, God’s day is near.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8wq3dm1Z3c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37k20ZZ9h-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37k20ZZ9h-A


Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart. 

 

After soaking in the peace and promise, take a breath and get ready for an explosion of joy in action in 

our postlude today. 

 

Postlude:  Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c1SiaCV26aQ 

"Prepare Ye" is one of the opening numbers of the musical Godspell, which was composed by Stephen 

Schwartz and premiered in 1971. In this piece, John the Baptist calls to the community and baptizes 

the cast in the waters of a fountain. The horn you hear at the very beginning is the sound of a shofar, 

an ancient musical instrument made out of a ram's horn, used in ritual to announce special Jewish 

public and religious occasions. For instance, in biblical times the shofar was sounded on the Sabbath, 

during the New Moon, and at the anointing of a new king. 

Announcements 

Storytime with Rev. Allie:  Monday and Wednesday at 4:30 on Facebook Live.  A story for 
the young at heart.  You will find it on my timeline, Carlisle United timeline, Carlisle 

Community timeline.   
 
ADVENT HAPPENINGS 

 
Godly Play Advent Story – aired each Saturday morning of Advent on Facebook Live.  You 

will find it on my timeline, Carlisle United timeline, Carlisle Community timeline.   
 
Advent Devotional - MAYA ANGELOU AND THE FREEDOM POETRY OF ADVENT 

- In Person:  at 10 am. at Carlisle - 10-person limit – all safety protocols will be in place. 
Please register by calling or emailing the office so we can prepare the materials. 
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