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Online only Service 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630 

 

To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship:  

There are many images for God in the scriptures. What images of God are you familiar with?  

Which ones resonate most deeply? 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle: 

One: Christ, you are the Light of our World. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

One: May the peace of Christ be with You! 

            All:  And also with you.  Amen 

 

Acknowledgement of the Land 

As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on territorial 

lands covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty; an agreement between Anishnaabeg, 

Haudenosaunee and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the land and resources around 

the Great Lakes. We thank Mother Earth for this sacred place and for her peoples who have been 

living, working, praying and playing on this land since time immemorial. May our worship honour 

all who have stewarded this land. May our praise celebrate their faithful witness and hard work. 

May all we do reflect the One who IS Love and bear witness to this sacred love that embodies and 

animates all creation from the beginning to eternity and calls us to live in harmony, peace, 

respecting one another and seeking right relations with all. 

 

 



Gathering Song: “MV 130”  Rise Up, Rise Up 

 Rise up, rise up, rise up, oh my soul! 

 Rise up and sing God’s blessing to the world 

 

Call to Worship:   

One: In the coldness of empty space, a sun shines 

     All: In the darkness, a light shines 

One:  On an ordinary planet, life takes root and thrives 

     All: On a tree branch, a bird sings to the new day 

One: In sacred space, people pause to sing and pray  

     All: We worship with joy, to praise and give thanks.  Amen 

 

Hymn:  VU 242 Let All Things Now Living 

You tube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpMCE1G3N7Q  

 

Prayer of Confession       

Holy One, we seek to follow in your ways, yet in our humanity, we make mistakes.  We name those 

things we have done or left undone; said or left unsaid that caused us to stray from your will.  

Forgive us any harm we have caused to ourselves or others.   

                          (silence) 

Assurance of Pardon 

Oh Lord, you answer us and you bless us and for that we sing with confidence and thanksgiving, 

Hallelujah! 

Choral Response:   “Hallelujah, All Creation”   VU 224 refrain 

Hallelujah, all creation, hallelujah everyone! 

  Hallelujah, all creation, hallelujah everyone! 

 

Kernel of Wisdom for the Young at Heart:   

Think about the times when you have said, “that is mine”.  You may have been talking about a toy 

or a drink or some food or maybe your pet or you might even have said it about a friend or family 

member.  If you believe your pet or your friend is yours, how do you show it?  Do you show love and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpMCE1G3N7Q


care?  How?   God says to us, “You are Mine!”  I wonder what that means to you?  How does it feel 

to know we belong to God?    

Young Heart Hymn: MV161 I Have Called You by Your Name 

Youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PNDphUiEPYU  

 

Prayer of Illumination   

God, your word is a light to our path,  

Your word is breath in our stillness, 

Your word is water to our thirst and food for our hunger: 

May we take in your word and be nourished.  AMEN. 

 

Scriptures:   

Exodus 33 : 12-23 

12Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let me 

know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also 

found favor in my sight.’ 13Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I 

may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” 14He said, 

“My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 15And he said to him, “If your presence will 

not go, do not carry us up from here. 16For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your 

sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, 

from every people on the face of the earth.” 17The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that 

you have asked; for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” 18Moses said, 

“Show me your glory, I pray.” 19And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will 

proclaim before you the name, ‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and 

will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for no one 

shall see me and live.” 21And the Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me where you shall stand 

on the rock; 22and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you 

with my hand until I have passed by; 23then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; 

but my face shall not be seen.” 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PNDphUiEPYU


Matthew 22: 15-22 

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples 

to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the 

way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people 

with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But 

Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me 

the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head 

is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore 

to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When 

they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 

1Thessalonians 1 : 1-10 

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters, beloved by God, 

that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also 

in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we 

proved to be among you for your sake. 

6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word 

with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in 

Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 

Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no 

need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we 

had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait 

for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that 

is coming. 

 

Prayer:  May God’s wisdom and grace find its way through these words and may our hearts and 

minds be open to receiving that gift.  Amen 

 



Learning for Life:    

What is in a name?  You can call me Allison or Allie or Al, just don’t call me late to dinner!  

 I won’t answer to Alice – that’s not my name.  Names are important to us.  We are given names at 

birth by our parents, at least in the west that is the tradition.  In other cultures, the entire village 

may participate in a name giving ceremony.  Sometimes a baby is not given a name until they are 

quite a bit older and it is a name that is ‘found’ or discovered through their temperament or actions 

or events that surround a child coming of age.  For Christians it was often the tradition to give a 

new name upon baptism/christening .  That still occurs in some denominations.  The name given 

on those occasions are our God given name that signifies our place in the Christian family of 

believers.   

 I wonder how many of you have special names.  Nicknames acquired in childhood or later on. We 

have pet names for the people who are close to us, whom we love.  Names of endearment call forth 

a warm and generous response for and from the recipient.  However, when in conflict, we may 

resort to name calling which dehumanizes the other person and makes it easier to treat them badly.  

Whoever said, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but names can never hurt me” was never in 

a verbally abusive situation or relationship. How we refer to each other matters.  Just ask any 

survivor of the residential school system who had their names abolished and were either given a 

number or an anglo name.    

 

We give people titles that tell us about their heritage or their achievements, their status or privilege 

or their place of origin. Names and titles can help us to organize folks into manageable categories, 

but they can also limit or diminish who we believe them to be and even how we think of ourselves.  

How many of us have had work to do to either accept or reject the perceptions of ourselves that 

were determined by the names/title/labels placed on us by others?  I have a friend who, in his late 

twenties, moved out west and it transformed his life.  He redefined who he was so completely that 

he changed his name to reflect his newly revealed inner personhood.  Our very identity can be 

inextricably entwined with our name or our image. 

 

If we belong to a group that is constantly being defined in positive and winning ways, we are likely 

to believe that of ourselves.  Conversely, if we belong to a group that is defined and stereotyped in 

negative or inferior terms, we are also likely to believe that.  If we don’t have alternative stories or 

representations to look to, then it is very difficult to break those images of ourselves.  A great story, 



“You Are Special”, by Max Lucado delves into this phenomenon. Praise and rejection by others can 

define us until we understand that we are beloved of God and no longer can human judgement limit 

us.   

I will never forget one day in bible study when we were reading the passage from Luke 12:22-34 

and I finally, really believed that God loved me. Period. Since then, I have witnessed the awesome 

liberation that occurs when someone really takes it into their heart that they are beloved of God. 

The understanding that God knows our name and calls us beloved is transformational!  We are 

created in God’s image! Good news!   

 

Ahh, but what image of God do we hold?  How do we name God?  If we believe we are created in the 

image of God, then what that image is matters deeply.   When Moses asked what he should call 

God, God answered “I am that I am” or “ I am that I will be” (YHWH) since the tense is unstated in 

the original Hebrew.  YHWH is not to be said out loud and instead in discussion referred to as 

HaShem ("The Name") There is no name that can possibly encompass all that God is.  I must 

admit, I hesitate to use the name God (even though I have used it extensively in this sermon and 

most others) as so many people have very limited imagination about what that name represents.   

God, is so much more than we can possibly imagine.   

 

 The prevailing image of God in Christianity is male, specifically Father. The basic formulation of 

God the Holy Trinity--as agreed upon by the World Council of Churches--is God the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. In the prayer Jesus taught the disciples, he names God, Abba – Pappa.  Jesus using 

this term of endearment was more about the personal relationship of the love between a parent and 

offspring than a statement about gender.  And, it should be noted this was considered scandalous! 

Far too familiar and disrespectful and very presumptuous of Jesus!  

The United Church has agreed that inclusive language is encouraged and would like it to be 

modelled in our speech about God.  Yet, there is still such great resistance to this.  It is curious to 

me.   

 

I will share a story with you.  One day my youngest daughter, Maddie, at about age four, came along 

and saw a book on a table.  It was the Woman’s Book of Days, a little devotional book filled with 

precious wisdom that I read daily.  The cover art was a representation of a woman with long 



braided hair standing in rolling fields of wheat, with some blue sky.  She was strong and peaceful 

and nurturing in appearance. Maddie pointed to the figure and asked, “Is that God?”   

 

Now, despite my two years at theological school and being familiar with biblical scholarship and 

having read many feminist theological scholars and having really, thoroughly puzzled over the 

imagery of God and how it speaks to our understanding of how we are called to live into the 

inclusive, expansive love of one another, and how I was so familiar with the passage in Galatians 

3:28, saying “In Christ, there is neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave nor free, nor male and female”, 

and how I was so familiar with the many, many images of God in the Bible, what sprang 

spontaneously to my lips was, ‘No way!  That can’t be God, that’s just a woman’ .  

 God help me, I was gobsmacked with myself!  Thankfully, those words did not pass over my lips.  I 

was astounded by the deeply ingrained mysoginistic stereotyping contained in that one thought, 

fueled by years and years of mono-imaging of God as male.  I took a deep breath and instead asked, 

“What do you think?”    She thought it could be.  And Why Not!  

  

Then we had a great time of remembering all the different images of God there are in the Bible and 

what those different images could tell us about the nature of God.  

God is like a Rock – Hmm What are rocks like? What parts of rocks is God like and what parts 

not so much? 

God is like a She Bear protecting her cubs – Sounds very fierce.  If were her cub, I would feel 

very safe. 

God is like a woman who kept searching for her lost coin.  It makes me feel really loved to 

imagine that God will keep searching for me if I get lost and I love the celebration when she finds 

the coin – who doesn’t love a party? 

God is like the Sower - Extravagant and full of life-giving energy 

God as a Potter – Can we imagine being cradled, shaped, molded, fired?  

There are so many more in the Bible.  Hundreds of different images. Each image tells us something 

different about who God is and likewise who we are as created in God’s image. 

How do our images of God draw us into worship, reverence, adoration of God? 

How do our images of God help us greet one another as bearers of the image of God? 

I think my favorite image of God has become the one found in the Exodus scripture for today: 

                                                                 GLORY!    



God as creator, source of life and ground of our being, light of the universe, Holy Mystery. Help us 

to know your many names and expand our capacity to accept each other as precious and beloved of 

God !  Amen 

 

Hymn:  VU 268  Bring Many Names 

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aj7Ms2Z35Tc   

 

Minute for Mission:  Sharing Circle Lifts Indigenous Voices:   

Our gifts for Mission & Service support community ministries as well as Healing Fund projects like 

the weekly sharing circle at St. Matthews Maryland. This community ministry offers health and 

wellness programs to meet basic needs and help families thrive. One of the programs is a weekly 

sharing circle led by an Indigenous Knowledge Keeper, followed by a simple lunch. One participant 

describes her experience there: The Elder opened the sharing circle with a prayer and lit some sage, 

one of the traditional medicines used by Indigenous peoples. When sage is burned, the smoke 

cleanses a person’s body, mind, and spirit so they can put aside their worries and be present. Also, 

it is believed that smoke can carry a person’s prayers to the Creator. Once the circle opened, we all 

took turns sharing anything we wanted. The Elder taught us about the Anishinaabe Creation Story, 

and later we talked about what we learned. After the sharing circle we had lunch. The bannock was 

delicious! I was happy to chat with one of the Indigenous participants who was a long way from 

home on the west coast of British Columbia. She first came to St. Matthews Maryland three years 

ago looking for services, and the warm reception encouraged her to return for programming. 

Eventually, she started to volunteer and built her confidence as a helper. I was grateful to them for 

providing such a safe place for the participants to build relationships, learn about health issues, and 

support their goals for health and wellness. If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of 

your life, thank you so much! If you have not given, please join me in making Mission & Service 

giving a regular part of your life of faith.  

 
Prayer of Invitation:   

In the act of giving, In compassionate sharing, 

Christ is made known, and the gospel comes alive. 

Let us live out our thanksgiving 

As we recognize our offering  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aj7Ms2Z35Tc


                                                                                                                                                                              

Offering:   The Giving Song – Christian Island 

 You tube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moETCueHCfc 

 

Offertory:   VU 538   “For the Gift of Creation”   

For the gift of creation, the gift of your love, 

and the gift of the Spirit by which we live, 

we thank you and give you the fruit of our hands. 

May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give. 

 

Prayer of Dedication:  

Holy God, with these gifts receive also the longing and commitment of our hearts, to 

love you better and serve you more fully,  

this day and always    Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

Holy Mystery, Source of life, we give you thanks for all your gifts to us—for daily food, for health, 

for each breath we take, for freedom to choose, and for the gifts of your word, your power and your 

love.  Our hearts are truly overwhelmed, O God, when we consider how you have entrusted so much 

to us.  May we be worthy of that trust—may we be a people who are unafraid to live as fully and as 

richly as you want us to live. 

  

Help us, O God, as followers of Jesus, to multiply all that you have given us, to risk spreading your 

word and perhaps see it misunderstood, to gamble by loving those whom others think worthy only 

of hate, to take chances by doing good to those who have not done good to us. Help us be faith filled 

and desire to increase your glory and your goodness in this world.  Make us people who share in 

both word and deed that which you have given us 

 

In these quieter times, God of peace, as in the busyness of our hectic days, you hear the true prayers 

of not just what we say, but also what we do and who we are. Hear us as we join our hearts in unity 

to pray for your church. This week we hold Southminster United Church , Niagara Falls in our 

prayers. May we be united in your truth, committed in your love, and sanctified by your grace, that 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moETCueHCfc


with one heart and one voice we might proclaim your gospel in word and deed, praising you for 

your abiding presence in our midst as a community of faith. 

  

We pray for our fellow creatures, this world which you lovingly made, and the people of earth with 

all their diversity and commonality. We lift to you those of us in our world who weep, and those of 

us who cause their weeping; those of us without food, clothing, shelter or a means of sustaining life 

with the dignity of one whom you have created. We pray for those of us who distort the good news 

of the gospel, who make gods out of things, out of ourselves, out of our systems, institutions or 

structures…and who find it all so hollow and empty. 

  

We pray for those of us who live without meaning and hope, who live as objects of the whims of 

others, and those who live in challenged families, challenged communities, in a broken world. Lead 

your church, we pray, toward a new vision of our mission in Christ—the vision of shalom—both for 

those who are far off in other lands, but also here. 

  

Tender and compassionate friend, give us the assurance that you are here among your people, and 

the gifts of quiet and rest in this celebration of your word and table. Enable us with your guidance 

to be your church and to do your will in our common life together. Pour out your Spirit on those of 

us who are suffering, especially as we lift to you our own needs and the needs of those whose lives 

are closely linked with our own, and those we name in the silence of our hearts. 

  

Bless us to follow in the paths of those saints who have gone before us in faith, whose steps were 

taken in the sure and certain comfort of your presence, that we may faithfully glorify you now, in 

your church and your world, forever. For these prayers we offer in the name and spirit of Jesus, 

your Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn:  VU  Eternal Light, Shine in My Heart 

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zfaj1X86nBg 

 

Benediction:  VU 319 

God be in your head, and in your understanding. 

God be in your eyes, and in your looking. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zfaj1X86nBg


God be in your mouth, and in your speaking. 

God be in your heart, and in your loving. 

God be at your end, and at your departing. 

 

Blessing Hymn:  MV 214 May God’s Sheltering Wings 

 

     May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you. 

     May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you, 

     And hold you in Her love, and hold you in Her love. 

 

Postlude:  You Raise Me Up 

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DorNUsi5LE  

 

Announcements 

 

Parking Lot Service:  Oct 25 – All Soul’s Day  - Remembering our dear departed 

 

Migrant Workers Fall Event 

Dear fellow congregants, 

COVID 19 restrictions have not prevented us from being surrounded by vibrant colour and 

evidence everywhere of a bountiful harvest of pumpkins, apples and a variety of nourishing 

vegetables.  In any normal year at this time we would be preparing an event to honour the men and 

women who help to make all this possible, our local migrant farm workers. Sadly, this year we are 

not permitted any personal contact with them but we are still planning to send them home with a 

reminder that we have not forgotten them and how grateful we are for their labours and sacrifices. 

 

Along with St. James, First Baptist, Bethel and Community churches, Carlisle and Kilbride are 

planning a dessert evening for the workers.  On October 25th, with your help, we will deliver 

individual packages of cookies and squares to the farms. The packages will include the lovely prayer 

composed by Pastor Sue Cowan, translated by Paula Rodrigues and illustrated by Jennifer Harvey. 

We are in need of wonderful people to bake 2 doz. cookies each or cut-up squares to be delivered to 

either of our homes on Tuesday 20th October between 9:00 am and 9:00pm.   We will gather in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DorNUsi5LE


Sharon’s garage/barn on Thursday 22 October, in COVID compliant conditions to assemble the 

packages.  Please let Sharon or Catherine know if you would like to volunteer for this fun project. 

 

Sharon Banks, 6465 Milburough Line, Burlington 905 689 8638 

Catherine Swatten 2 Parkshore Place, Carlisle 905 690 7472 

 

If baking is not your thing, we will be grateful for Halloween size treats or purchased cookies. 

Please include your name on any returnable containers.  

Thank you in advance for volunteering your efforts, your talents, your time in helping to bring “God 

out to the fields” and in making 25th October a little special for our “friends from away”.  

 

Remember to offer hospitality to strangers for you may unknowingly be welcoming angels  

Hebrews 13. 

Sharon and Catherine.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       

  

 

  

 

 



 

 

 


