
   CARLISLE/KILBRIDE UNITED CHURCHES 
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Thanksgiving 

MINISTERS:  All the members 
MINISTER TO THE MINISTERS:  Rev. Allison Playfair 
MUSIC LEADER: Heather Olaveson 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: Janet Witty-Heeley  
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship:  
Can you find richness and Joy in not only your happy times but also in the times 
of struggle?  How does community help you to remain faithful and hopeful? 
 
Welcome/Announcements 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle: 
One: Christ, you are the Light of our World. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
One: May the peace of Christ be with You! 
            All:  And also with you.  Amen 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land 
As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and 
worship on territorial lands covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty; an 
agreement between Anishnaabeg, Haudenosaunee and allied nations to 
peaceably share and care for the land and resources around the Great Lakes. We 
thank Mother Earth for this sacred place and for her peoples who have been 
living, working, praying and playing on this land since time immemorial. May our 
worship honour all who have stewarded this land. May our praise celebrate their 
faithful witness and hard work. May all we do reflect the One who IS Love and 
bear witness to this sacred love that embodies and animates all creation from the 
beginning to eternity and calls us to live in harmony, peace, respecting one 
another and seeking right relations with all. 
 
Gathering Song: “MV 130”  Rise Up, Rise Up 
 Rise up, rise up, rise up, oh my soul! 
 Rise up and sing God’s blessing to the world 
 
Call to Worship:   
One:  We worship the Lord our God, 
     All:  Creator of all that is, 
One:  We give Thanks and Praise! 
     All:  We share God’s love with each other. 
One:  We Celebrate God’s Presence! 
     All:  Let the whole universe give thanks and praise 
            this day and evermore.   Amen. 
 



Hymn:  VU 228  Sing Praises to God  
You tube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8typ9tkUac 

  (the words posted are traditional and exclusive, but the instrumental is quite lovely. 

Please use the words below as found in Voices United) 
 
  1 Sing praises to God! Sing praise in the height; 
 rejoice in God's word, blest angels of light; 
 high heavens, recalling by whom you were made, 
 come, offer your worship in brightness arrayed. 
 
2 Sing praises to God! Sing praise upon earth, 
 in tuneful accord, you saints of new birth; 
 praise God, who has brought you rich grace from above, 
 and showered your life with abundance of love. 
 
3 Sing praises to God, all things that give sound; 
 each jubilant chord re-echo around; 
 loud organs, your glory tell out in deep tone, 
 and trumpets, the story of what God has done. 
 
4 Sing praises to God! Thanksgiving and song 
 be ever outpoured, all ages along: 
 for love in creation, for hope spread abroad, 
 for grace of salvation, sing praises to God. 
 
Prayer of Confession and Thanksgiving       – Naomi King 
Let us join our hands and hearts in gratitude on this wondrous day, where we 
have the abundance of our lives before us. We remember on this day of bounty all 
of those who do not have enough, who are afraid, who are lonely, and who suffer. 
We wish for the abundance of this world to be shared, for fear to become love, for 
the lonely to feel welcomed, and for the suffering to know rest and joy. We lift up 
to you all the things we have done or left undone, thankful that grace is extended 
to us all. 
 
                          (silence) 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
For the labors, the love, the care that gave us the delights of this and every day, 
we say “Thanks!” For the nourishment of our spirit, the challenges that 
strengthen us, and the friends we have on the journey, we sing “Thanks!” For all 
that is our lives, for these good gifts, we whisper, “Thanks!” Overflowing with 
gratitude, let us shout, “Thanks!” Amen.   Oh Lord, You answer us and you bless 
us and for that we sing with confidence and thanksgiving, Hallelujah! 
 
Choral Response:   “Hallelujah, All Creation”   VU 224 refrain 

Hallelujah, all creation, hallelujah everyone! 
  Hallelujah, all creation, hallelujah everyone! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8typ9tkUac
http://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditations/submissions/184352.shtml


 
Kernel of Wisdom for the Young at Heart:  Gratitude    
Try your hand at creating an acrostic poem using the word Gratitude 
G 
R 
A 
T 
I 
T 
U 
D 
E 
 
Young Heart Hymn: VU 579 The Church is Wherever God’s People 
    You tube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zizi1VjYES8 
 
1 The church is wherever God's people are praising, 
 singing God's goodness for joy on this day. 
 The church is wherever disciples of Jesus 
 remember his story and walk in his way. 
 
2 The church is wherever God's people are helping, 
 caring for neighbours in sickness and need. 
 The church is wherever God's people are sharing 
 the words of the Bible in gift and in deed. 
 
Prayer of Illumination   
God, your word is a light to our path,  
Your word is breath in our stillness, 
Your word is water to our thirst and food for our hunger: 
May we take in your word and be nourished.  AMEN. 
 
Scripture:   
 
Matthew 22: 1-14 
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his 
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would 
not come.  
4Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I 
have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they made light of it and 
went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his 
slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 
 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 
burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zizi1VjYES8


invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone 
you find to the wedding banquet.’  
10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both 
good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 
Exodus 32 :1-14 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 
people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who 
shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land 
of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2Aaron said to them, “Take 
off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your 
daughters, and bring them to me.”  
3So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to 
Aaron. 4He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a 
calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt!” 5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made 
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.” 6They rose 
early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-
being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 
 
7The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up 
out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn 
aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an 
image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt! 
 9The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they 
are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may 
consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 11But Moses implored 
the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your 
people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand?  
12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out 
to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? 
Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your 
people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to 
them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the 
stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’“ 14And the Lord changed his mind 
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 
Philippians 4 :1-13 
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 2I urge Euodia and I urge 
Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal 
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of 
the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names 
are in the book of life. 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let 



your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
10I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for 
me; indeed, you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity to show it. 11Not 
that I am referring to being in need; for I have learned to be content with 
whatever I have. 12I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed 
and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. 13I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me. 
 
Learning for Life:   Community – A Gift of God 
 
I have a friend who is currently in the stage of childrearing where his two sons are 
teens, Lord have mercy on him! He loves them with all his heart and he would 
give his life for them, but man, are they frustrating right now!  I listened and I 
commiserated and encouraged him and reminded him of all the things that he 
loves about them, kind of like Moses does with God when the congregation at the 
foot of the mountain started acting up.   
 
I remember when my two girls were going through their teens and I was going 
through menopause and the hormones were raging and it was a turbulent 
household for a few years!  I remember particularly one Christmas time and my 
girls and I were at the mall.  Remember going to the mall?  We will again.  In the 
meantime, my girls and I were at the mall and they were being teen girls – all 
demanding their independence in action and my pocketbook to fund it and 
behaving very, very… You know how teen girls can be!   We separated to go do 
our own shopping and I walked the mall chanting a little mantra that had become 
my favorite that year: 
  
“It’s wrong to murder your children.  It’s just wrong.  You would miss them, you 
really would.  And honestly, what would your congregation think? What would 
Jesus do?  What would God think?  Really, not on. No, not a good idea, tempting 
as it might seem right in this moment.  Just remember when they were so cute 
and adorable and thought you were wise?  Yes, yes, I remember. The time will 
come again when they will be reasonable.  This too shall pass.”    
 
Of course, I wasn’t really serious. I am very thankful for my friends and my 
minister who helped keep me sane and mindful of the blessings when it was hard 
for me to see them in the midst of chaos.  My community helped me to find 



courage and to learn patience as a parent and recognize the power of giving my 
worries over to God and trusting that in the end Love wins.   
 
That time comes back to me when I read the Exodus passage for today.  What 
stiff necked people in this passage and I can understand the wrath and frustration 
of God, who had continued to faithfully give us instruction and wisdom for living 
well and how this community, like a bunch of unruly, ungrateful, forgetful teens, 
were not patient and decided to follow their ego instead of God’s loving will.  
 
The same is true today in the midst of this pandemic.  How easily we humans 
turn away from what is sensible and right and in God’s favour.  We get scared and 
we get restless and it is easy to see how we can get relaxed about the danger when 
it doesn’t seem very close to us.  The days of slavery in Egypt for the travelling 
band of misfits that were God’s chosen seemed far away and long ago for them 
too.   
 
Freedom is a hard-won thing and the sacrifices can be great and a lot of times the 
devil we know is a lot easier to take than the devil we don’t.  I know – I stayed in 
an abusive relationship longer than I should have for fear of the unknown as a 
single mom with few resources.  It took me 15 years to get my BA for fear of 
failing until something (God’s Call) gave me the courage to work through to the 
end of it and then go on to get my Master of Divinity. Better late than never! 
 When we start feeling that we can’t cope with what is going on in our lives, we 
can be masters at deflecting and denying and doing anything to keep from facing 
our fears.  
 
Have you noticed that when you get the closest to realizing something that you 
have yearned for and never thought was possible, that is often the time when you 
turn your back on it for fear that it really won’t happen?  And honestly, 
sometimes we can just be a fickle, impatient bunch that want our own way and 
can’t seem to muster up the wherewithal to do what is needed and have patience 
and trust.   
 
I have a great deal of compassion for that tribe who had been wandering around 
in the desert, trying to shed their old ways and prepare for the new life that God 
promised. Can we not also have compassion for the many people right now who 
are exhibiting the same kind of obnoxious, unruly behaviour - those of us 
refusing to wear masks, ignoring the social protocols, gathering in large groups, 
denying the science and especially the youth who really just can’t believe their 
own mortality?  Can we not have compassion for those of us who have given in to 
temptation to widen our circles to extended family and friends because the need 
to be together is such a basic social instinct for us humans.   
 
I know it’s not right, but I understand it and I have compassion.  I believe if we 
confront that behaviour with compassion and understanding we will have more 
influence to change it than if we succumb to defensive anger and widen the 
divisiveness. We are human and that means oftentimes we are so fallible.  



Here's the thing. If we can trust that things can be better and we remain faithful, 
we will see the fruits of our patience.  We cannot do it alone.  One of the reasons I 
was able to return to school was because I had a whole community of faith 
standing with me, helping, cheering me on, believing in me.  This why in Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians, he recognizes the strength of Euodia and Syntyche as 
leaders, yet also recognizes the challenges they face in uniting their strength for 
the sake of the developing church community, and so exhorts his servant and 
friend to encourage them and support them in their faith, for it takes a 
community to remain faithful.  
  
It takes a community to help each other through the hard times and to find hope 
in the midst of despair. I know that this community knows how to care for one 
another and the wider world. I give thanks to God for this faithful community and 
that in your struggles you go deeper still in your faith.  
 
In our struggles, we learn patience.   
In our fear, we learn to rely on the power of love shown to us through the Holy 
Spirit.  In our search for the path forward, we look to Jesus whose word is the 
lamp for our feet and light for our path. 
  
And that light shines in us when we give ourselves over in obedience to God’s 
word. And then we can hold the light for one another.  We do not hide our light 
under a bushel, but use it to light each other’s paths.  
We are well into the second wave of Covid 19 and now more than ever we must 
encourage one another.  We give thanks that as a community of love we can bear 
the good news of abundant life in the way of Jesus.  
Have good cheer!    Lift one another!   Love what is good and kind and have 
mercy on each other!  For, God continues to have mercy, to provide for our needs 
and to lead us through the valley of the shadow of death.  
 
Fear not, for the Lord is our shepherd and leads us in the paths of righteousness 
for his name’s sake and surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of 
our lives and we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  Let us give thanks 
most heartily for this gift of God.  Amen!  
 
The next hymn may encourage us -especially when we know the conditions under 
which it was written by Martin Rinkart.  I share with you this history: 
 
German pastor Martin Rinkart served in the walled town of Eilenburg during the 
horrors of the Thirty Years War of 1618-1648. Eilenburg became an overcrowded 
refuge for the surrounding area. The fugitives suffered from epidemic and 
famine. At the beginning of 1637, the year of the Great Pestilence, there were four 
ministers in Eilenburg. But one abandoned his post for healthier areas and could 
not be persuaded to return. Pastor Rinkhart officiated at the funerals of the other 
two. 



As the only pastor left, he often conducted funeral services for as many as 40 to 
50 persons a day–some 4,480 in all. In May of that year, his own wife died. By 
the end of the year, the refugees had to be buried in trenches without services. 
In the face of overwhelming pressure, constant risk and horrendous conditions, 
Rinkart never stopped ministering to the people of his city. He gave away nearly 
everything he owned to the poor and needy, though he could barely clothe and 
feed his own children. He mortgaged his own future income to provide for his 
family and his community. 
 
At one point toward the end of the war, the Swedish army surrounded the city 
and demanded an enormous ransom from the impoverished and starving 
citizens. Knowing his people didn’t have the money, Rinkart pleaded with the 
Swedes to lower the amount, only to be rejected. 
 
It’s reported that Rinkart returned to the city, fell on his knees and said, “Come, 
my children, we can find no hearing, no mercy with men, let us take refuge with 
God.” He then began to pray so fervently that the Swedish general was moved to 
lower his price to less than five percent of the original sum. 
 
After nearly thirty years of ceaseless struggles, it began to look like peace was 
within grasp. Wanting to give his children a song to sing to God in thanks at the 
dinner table, Rinkart sat down and composed what would become one of the 
most well known Thanksgiving hymns of all time — “Now Thank We All Our 
God.”  
 
While living in a world dominated by death, Rinkart wrote this timeless prayer of 
thanksgiving for his children—a reminder to be grateful to God for all things, at 
all times.  May we do the same! 
 
Hymn:  VU 236 Now Thank we All, Our God 
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GvSMerBDUc   (contemporary) 

    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSIFFFLOwpo   (traditional – full choir) 
 
1 Now thank we all our God, with heart, 
  and hands, and voices, 
 who wondrous things has done, 
  in whom this world rejoices; 
 who from our mother's arms has blessed us on our way 
 with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 
2 O may this bounteous God 
  through all our life be near us, 
 with ever joyful hearts 
  and blessed peace to cheer us, 
 and keep us strong in grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
 and free us from all ill in this world and the next. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GvSMerBDUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSIFFFLOwpo


3 All praise and thanks to God 
  for all that has been given, 
 the Son, and Spirit blest 
  who dwell in highest heaven, 
 the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore; 
 for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 
 
 
Minute for mission 
  https://www.united-church.ca/stories/food-helping-hand-families-

need?mc_cid=c192b2f114&mc_eid=426867c053 
 
Prayer of Invitation:   
In the act of giving, In compassionate sharing, 
Christ is made known, and the gospel comes alive. 
Let us live out our thanksgiving 
As we recognize our offering  
                                                                                                                                                                              
Offering:   The Giving Song – Christian Island 
 You tube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moETCueHCfc 
 
Offertory:   VU 538   “For the Gift of Creation”   

For the gift of creation, the gift of your love, 
and the gift of the Spirit by which we live, 
we thank you and give you the fruit of our hands. 
May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give. 
 

Prayer of Dedication:  
Holy God, with these gifts receive also the longing and commitment of 
our hearts, to love you better and serve you more fully,  
this day and always    Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People  
Holy One, we gather today with our church family in Your presence.  
We give you thanks and praise.  For the many blessings we sing out with Joy.  
 For the many lessons we learn in the challenges we face, we are grateful.   
For the things that are too much for us to bear, give us release.   
We have learned, we have heard, and we have read in our Bibles that You are 
always with us, Your presence is always near; yet at times we forget.  
We should know You are always beside us, within us and beyond us, and yet at 
times we feel alone and abandoned. Help us to remember Your covenants of old 
are renewed in our hearts. Help us to know Your peace that passes all 
understanding and help us to trust in Your presence. 
 When we walk through the dark valleys in our lives, help us to remember You are 
beside us, comforting us, and holding us close. May we seek Your presence in the 
lives of those around us, our family and friends, our church family, and in those 
we encounter in the world. May we seek Your face in the face of others, and may 

https://www.united-church.ca/stories/food-helping-hand-families-need?mc_cid=c192b2f114&mc_eid=426867c053
https://www.united-church.ca/stories/food-helping-hand-families-need?mc_cid=c192b2f114&mc_eid=426867c053
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moETCueHCfc


our hands and feet be Your hands and feet in this world. In the name of Jesus, 
our companion on this journey of faith, we pray. Amen. 
 
Hymn: VU 226 For the Beauty of the Earth 
You Tube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sb_EvQkHYyM  (Ariadne Endaira 
gracias choir south korea) 
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHIfRLNYUGw  (Contemporary – nature 
scenes) 
1 For the beauty of the earth, 
 for the glory of the skies, 
 for the love which from our birth 
 over and around us lies, 
   Refrain:  God of all, to you we raise 
  this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
2 For the beauty of each hour 
 of the day and of the night, 
 hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
 sun and moon, and stars of light,  R 
 
3 For the joy of human love, 
 brother, sister, parent, child, 
 friends on earth, and friends above, 
 for all gentle thoughts and mild,  R 
 
4 For each perfect gift sublime 
 to our race so freely given, 
 graces human and divine, 
 flowers of earth and buds of heaven,  R 
 
 
Benediction:   
 
Go now, rejoicing always in the Lord. 
Stand firm in Jesus Christ and be of one mind in him. 
Always act with justice; 
let your gentleness be known to everyone, 
and yield up your worries on the altar of prayer. 
 
And may God give you peace that passes all understanding; 
May Christ Jesus guard your hearts and minds; 
And may the Holy Spirit plant within you 
   all that is honourable, just and pure. 
 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 
    In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sb_EvQkHYyM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHIfRLNYUGw


Blessing Hymn:  MV 214 May God’s Sheltering Wings 
 
     May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you. 
     May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you, 
     And hold you in Her love, and hold you in Her love. 
 
 
Postlude      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4M2rDHGE1cs 
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