
Carlisle and Kilbride United Churches 
PARKING LOT WORSHIP 
September 27, 2020   - NOON  89.3 FM 
17th Sunday After Pentecost 

To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship: 
What does water mean for you?  
When have you experienced too much water? 
Not enough water? 

    

We Gather 
Acknowledgement of the Land:    
As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on 
territorial lands covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty; an agreement between 
Anishnaabeg, Haudenosaunee and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the 
land and resources around the Great Lakes.   

We thank Mother Earth for this sacred place and for her peoples who have been living, 
working, praying and playing on this land since time immemorial.  May our worship 
honour all who have stewarded this land.  May our praise celebrate their faithful witness 
and hard work.  May all we do, reflect the One who IS Love and bear witness to this 
sacred love that embodies and animates all creation from the beginning to eternity and 
calls us to live in harmony, peace, respecting one another and seeking right relations 
with all.  
 
Silence 
 

Ministry of Music:                             Sam Ronalds 
 
WELCOME / Celebrations / Announcements  
 

Call to Worship:  (responsively) 
One: Come to the water’s edge! 
ALL:  Love is gently flowing,  
  it’s God’s wondrous stream; 
One: senses are on fire, touching thought and dream, 
ALL:  love is gently flowing, joy is unrestrained, 
One: hearts are bursting, spirits thirsting, 
ALL:  we have come to join God as one,  
   in the river of time. 



Sung Response: “There’s A River of Life”   3x   MV 160   

There’s a river of life that’s flowing from God’s throne, 
a river of life that’s flowing from God’s throne,  

Won’t you come on in and see? 
This river will set you free! 

Way yah hey yah, way yah hey yah, 
high-yah-way.  Repeat 

 
Gathering Prayer (in unison)  
Gracious God, how shall we do your will today? 

Will it be in acts of praise, in gifts shared,  
in prayers lifted?     
 
And who will you lead us to serve?     

Help us trust you. 
Help us listen. 

Bless this community as we come together in worship. 
Encourage us, comfort us, unite us, 
and make your joy complete in and through us. AMEN  

 
 
 
Hymn:    “Deep In Our Hearts”                MV 154 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnZaO8udMcQ 
 
1. Deep in our hearts there is a common vision;  
  deep in our hearts there is a common song; 
  deep in our hearts there is a common story, 
  telling Creation that we are one. 
 
2. Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common goal; 
 deep in our hearts there is a sacred message, 
 justice and peace in harmony. 
 
3. Deep in our hearts there is a common longing; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common theme; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common current, 
 flowing to freedom like a stream. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnZaO8udMcQ


4. Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common song; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common story, 
 telling Creation that we are one. 

 
 
 

We Are Renewed 
 
Exodus 17: 1-7                               Good News Translation (GNT) 
Today’s Hebrew passage recalls yet another chapter in the long story of Israel's 
continuing struggle to believe and follow God's leading during their wilderness 
wandering. Today we hear how Moses comes into conflict with the Israelites because 
they have no water and want to return to Egypt where water was plentiful.  Following 
God's instructions, Moses shows God’s people that faithful living is more than having 
plentiful resources provided.  Faithful living requires obedience to God and God’s ways.  
 
Reading from the Good News Translation, Exodus 17, verses 1-7:   

 
17 The whole Israelite community left the desert of Sin, moving from one place to 
another at the command of the LORD. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no 
water there to drink. 2 They complained to Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” 

Moses answered, “Why are you complaining? Why are you putting the LORD to the 
test?” 

3 But the people were very thirsty and continued to complain to Moses. They said, “Why 
did you bring us out of Egypt? To kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 

4 Moses prayed earnestly to the LORD and said, “What can I do with these people? They 
are almost ready to stone me.” 

5 The LORD said to Moses, “Take some of the leaders of Israel with you, and go on 
ahead of the people. Take along the stick with which you struck the Nile. 6 I will stand 
before you on a rock at Mount Sinai. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the 
people to drink.” Moses did so in the presence of the leaders of Israel. 



7 The place was named Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites complained and 
put the LORD to the test when they asked, “Is the LORD with us or not?” 

 
Sung Response:  Psalm 42                            VU 766 
                   “As the Deer Pants For the Water” 
1. 
As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you; 
you alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you. 
 
Refrain: 
You alone are my strength, my shield,  
to you alone may my spirit yield; 
you alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you. 
 
2. 
Day and night I-- cry, my heart is breaking tears my only food; 
while my enemies jeer and taunt me, saying, “Where is now your God?” 
Refrain 
 
3. 
Why am I so sad, so troubled; why must suffering be so long? 
I will hope in-- you, My God and savior, praise you with a song! 
Refrain 
 
 
Philippians 2: 1-13                                       The Message 
 
Undoubtedly one of the finest excerpts from the apostle Paul’s writing, this segment of 
his letter to the new church in Philippi  reminds them of the One who they have chosen 
to follow and how to live as he lived; selflessly caring for one another, and the world 
beyond themselves.   
 
Scholars note, the central part of the reading (vss. 5-11) may have been an early 
Christian hymn, perhaps originally composed by Paul himself.  Here, like so many of 
Paul’s writings to the fledgling Christian church, he appeals for unity, respect, being 
Spirit-filled and joyful as one serves, being Christ-like in one’s compassion and care, 
being obedient to God in all they do to bring forth God’s heavenly kindom on earth for all 
creation.  
 
Reading from the modern translation, The Message, Philippians chapter 2, verses 1-13: 

He Took on the Status of a Slave 

2 1-4 If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made any 
difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you 
have a heart, if you care— then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, 



be deep-spirited friends. Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to 
the top. Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with getting 
your own advantage. Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand. 

5-8 Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He had equal status with 
God but didn’t think so much of himself that he had to cling to the advantages of that 
status no matter what. Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of 
deity and took on the status of a slave, became human! Having become human, he 
stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim special privileges. 
Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient death—and 
the worst kind of death at that—a crucifixion. 

9-11 Because of that obedience, God lifted him high and honored him far beyond anyone 
or anything, ever, so that all created beings in heaven and on earth—even those long 
ago dead and buried—will bow in worship before this Jesus Christ, and call out in praise 
that he is the Master of all, to the glorious honor of God the Father. 

Rejoicing Together 

12-13 What I’m getting at, friends, is that you should simply keep on doing what you’ve 
done from the beginning. When I was living among you, you lived in responsive 
obedience. Now that I’m separated from you, keep it up. Better yet, redouble your 
efforts. Be energetic in your life of salvation, reverent and sensitive before God. That 
energy is God’s energy, an energy deep within you, God himself willing and working at 
what will give him the most pleasure. 

 
Reflection:                                                                Sue Cowan 
 
Hymn: “Soil of God, You and I”                  MV 174   
 
1. Soil of God, you and I, stand ready to bear 
  seeds of faith nourished by God’s tender care. 
  Growing in everyone for here God is found. 
  All stand together, we are Holy ground. 

2. Soil of God, you and I, now ready to be 
  part of God’s promise, for others to see. 
  Open to everyone for here God is found. 
  All stand together, we are Holy ground. 

3. Soil of God, you and I, now called to re-birth, 
  joining as partners with all of the earth. 
  Living in harmony for here God is found. 
  All stand together, this is Holy ground. 
 



We Respond with Gratitude 

Presentation of the Offering  
Loving and merciful God, 
by your word we are nourished, 
by your hand we are fed. 
Turn our hearts to you now, 
as we present our offerings with gratitude  
for your amazing grace, abiding presence,  
for all you provide; 
with an invitation to share of these gifts with your creation; 
that all might be fed, healed , satisfied and saved. 
 
As Bob shared at the beginning of our service, there will be an opportunity to safely 
present your offerings as you exit the parking lot at the end of our worship. 
 
As Heather shares a musical offering, may we take this moment  
to bask in her gift of music and to reflect on our many blessings. 
 
 
Musical Offering                                               Heather Olaveson 
 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
God of abundance, 
you fill us with good things; 
you satisfy our thirst; 
you meet our every need. 
From your rock, 
our blessings flow. 
Accept what we give in return: 
our hearts, our hands, our gifts, our love. 
Use them to answer the cries 
of a world in need.    
In the Name & Spirit of Jesus, we pray 
Amen 
 
 
Prayers of Thankfulness & Blessing / The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)                                         

In Paul’s letter to the Church in Ephesus he offers these words: 
“Make every effort to preserve the unity the Spirit has already created, with peace 
binding you together.” (Ephesians 4:3)  
 
In this Spirit of Unity, let us pray… 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+4:3


Gracious God, we want to thank you this day… for this gathering…                              
for Jesus has told us, where two or three are gathered in your name, you are in there in 
our midst… so thank you for being with us.   
Thank you for this opportunity to be fed by your Word… 
our thirsts quenched by your living waters… 
our sadness and our fears and calmed by your peace… 
our weariness, our wondering, our wrestling… held in your womb of Love, 
that bears forth life! 
 
Thank you for the time we have shared together this day.   
We have sung, prayed, and listened… 
We have waved and honked… and kept our social distance. 
We have worn masks and sanitized… because we love one another, 
and love looks different in our world these days… 
and this is okay. 
 
Thank you for our church and for the leaders you’ve called to serve.   
Thank you for loving conversations, deep listening, a common purpose, 
that seeks always what is best for our communities. 
the generous offering of their time and abilities… so we, as communities of faith,  
can be guided in the way forward… enjoy safe worship gatherings, remain connected, 
reach out to the isolated, share our gifts with others, hold each other in prayer. 
 
Thank you… for you have shown us a glimpse of your kindom this day… 
You have called us to center our lives on Jesus;   
while serving others and caring for ourselves… 
You have encouraged us through the words of Paul…  
and shown us that nothing is impossible through the story of Moses. 
May we trust in you… believe in you…  
seek to abide with you, more deeply than ever before…  
 
And as the daylight gets shorter, days get cooler and our isolation increases. 
may we be content to sit in your presence… soak in your Wisdom…  
see you, more clearly in the abundance you have provided in our midst… 
and find new, creative ways to share of ourselves… our lives…  
our talents and treasures, to bless and bring forth your kindom; 
where justice reigns… relationships are reconciled… love is poured out for the other 
again… and again… until this world lives into the vision of unity and harmony  
you have desired since the beginning. 
 
Bless us as we go forth to serve and love. 
Bless Allison and the new ministry that will be shared with the people of Kilbride and 
Carlisle. 
Bless her leadership.  Bless her for answering your call.   
Bless Allison as she learns your Carlisle and Kilbride traditions, your names,  
your practices… and gets a pulse on your concerns, your needs, your desires, your 



fears… 
Bless your beloved with grace… and the ability to try new things…  
patience to be gentle and encouraging with Allison…  
openness and trust to share their lives… their stories, with her. 
Bless all with your peace that passes our human understanding. 
 
Give us your wisdom, O God, that leads to love and faith. 
Ignite in us your Spirit of passion and compassion. 
Help us to journey and live in the unity of the body,  
working, playing, praying, blessing, 
encouraging, inspiring, upholding one another… 
for we know Jesus’ church doesn’t stand on any one person’s shoulders. 
Together, we complement each other’s strengths. 
Together, we bring the Good News of Jesus to our communities. 
Together, we will partner in your redemptive work; 
bringing honour and your loving purpose to all we do.    
 
Together, we give thanks for the blessing of this past year… 
for healing and hope… courage and collaboration… love and lives shared… 
music and ministry that embraced your creative spirit…  
outreach and the outpouring of love that has blessed many 
 
Send us out to serve in Love’s Name and Way! 
Send us forth in JOY! 
Send us to be your presence… to speak your promise… 
to share your light… to shine your peace… to sing your praises in all we do!   

We offer this prayer and the prayers of our hearts, 
with gratitude, and in hope, as we share in Jesus’ prayer, saying:  
 
The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)                               VU 921 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever.  AMEN 

 

 

 



We Go Forth to Serve in Love’s Way! 
 

FYI – This is Sue’s favourite hymn… and chosen as a reminder of the continuous 
call God makes on our lives, and the response God seeks with each gracious 
invitation. 
 
Hymn:  “Here, I Am, Lord”                      VU 509 
 
1.  I, the Lord of sea and sky,  
I have heard my people cry.  
All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save.  
I who made the stars of night,  
I will make their darkness bright.  
Who will bear my light to them?  
Whom shall I send?  

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart.  
 

2.  I, the Lord of snow and rain,  
I have borne my people’s pain,  
I have wept for love of them; they turn away.  
I will break their hearts of stone,  
give them hearts for love alone.  
I will speak my word to them.  
Whom shall I send?  

REFRAIN  
 

3.  I, the Lord of wind and flame,  
I will tend the poor and lame,  
I will set a feast for them; my hand will save.  
Finest bread I will provide  
till their hearts be satisfied.  
I will give my life to them.  
Whom shall I send?  

REFRAIN  

 



Blessing and Sending Forth: (responsively) 
Go in peace to claim the life of Christ! 
Go to serve in Love’s Name and Way! 
Go, united in purpose, in ministry, as followers of Jesus! 
  We go with God’s earth warm under our feet, 
the colour of God’s autumn leaves enlivening our beings, 
  God’s gentle rains quenching our thirst,  
God’s sun/Son shining on us hope, 
  God’s presence around us, within us,  
  and in all creation, 
and in the promise of the Spirit’s breath upon this day  
and all our tomorrows! 
  Amen! 

 
 

 
SEASON of PENTECOST - WORSHIP SERVICES 

NEXT SUNDAY 
October 4, 2020 – World Communion Sunday  

JOINT SERVICE - Carlisle UC Parking Lot 
at NOON -  PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND! 

WELCOME Rev Allison Playfair!!! 
 
  

October 11, 2020 – Thanksgiving Sunday   
 Home Worship Resources will be provided 

 
 

Have a Spirit-filled week! 

 


	17 The whole Israelite community left the desert of Sin, moving from one place to another at the command of the Lord. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water there to drink. 2 They complained to Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
	He Took on the Status of a Slave
	Rejoicing Together

