
Kilbride & Carlisle United Churches 

September 15, 2020    

15h Sunday After Pentecost 

 
 

To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship: 

How has your faith and beliefs changed over the years? 

How has God shaped, transformed, and called forth new  

gifts and abilities in you? 

  

We Gather 

Acknowledgement of the Land:    
As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on 
territorial lands covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty; an agreement between 
Anishnaabeg, Haudenosaunee and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the 
land and resources around the Great Lakes.   

We thank Mother Earth for this sacred place and for her peoples who have been living, 
working, praying and playing on this land since time immemorial.  May our worship 
honour all who have stewarded this land.  May our praise celebrate their faithful witness 
and hard work.  May all we do, reflect the One who IS Love and bear witness to this 
sacred love that embodies and animates all creation from the beginning to eternity and 
calls us to live in harmony, peace, respecting one another and seeking right relations 
with all.  
 
Silence 
 
WELCOME / Celebrations / Announcements  

 
This Sunday (Sept 13) many will be gathering to celebrate the Confirmation of Sean 
McBryde in the Carlisle UC parking lot!  For people unable to attend, a service with 
many of the same elements is offered to you to engage with at home.  As we celebrate 
with Sean this new beginning, let us give thanks for the Spirit that joins us as one! 
Wherever we gather to worship we are connected by Christ!   



Call to Worship:  (responsively) 

One: God is Holy Mystery, beyond complete knowledge, 

ALL:  above perfect description. 

One:  Yet, in love, 

ALL:  the one eternal God seeks relationship. 

One:  So God creates the universe 

ALL:   and with it the possibility of being and relating. 

One:  God tends the universe,  

ALL:  mending the broken and reconciling the estranged. 

One:  God enlivens the universe, 

ALL:  guiding all things toward harmony with their Source. 

One:  Grateful for God’s loving action, 

ALL:  We cannot keep from singing.  

Hymn:    “It’s a Song of Praise to the Maker”                   MV 30 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSrNmoD_8b4 

 

1. It’s a song of praise to the Maker, 
 the thrush sings high in the tree. 
 It’s a song of praise to the Maker, 
 The gray whale sings in the sea, 
 
Refrain And by the Spirit you and I  
   can join our voice to the holy cry 
   and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
 
2. It’s a call of life to the Giver 
 when waves and waterfalls roar. 
 It’s a call of life to the Giver 
 when high tides break on the shore, REFRAIN 
 
3. It’s a hymn of love to the Lover; 
 the bumblebees hum along. 
 It’s a hymn of love to the Lover, 
 the summer breeze joins the song, REFRAIN 
 
4. It’s the chorus of all creation; 
 it’s sung by all living things. 
 It’s the chorus of all creation; 
 a song the universe sings,  REFRAIN  
  
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSrNmoD_8b4


Opening Prayer    

Finding ourselves in a world of beauty and mystery, 

 of living things, diverse and interdependent, 
 of complex patterns of growth and evolution, 
 of subatomic particles and cosmic swirls, 
we sing our praises to you, God the Creator, 
the Maker and Source of all that was, and is, and will be. 
 
Through all aspects of creation you are revealed;  

the sky, the seas, the air… 

all peoples and plant life,  

all animals and creatures of the seas. 

 

Remind us this day of the giftedness of all; the diversity you have set in motion. 

Bless us by your Spirit to hear your Word anew, receive new wisdom and go forth with 

renewed purpose to be the Church in our communities and beyond. 

 

Be with all who gather in Christ’s Name and Way, and unite us through your love; 

today and always. 

 

We pray in Love’s Name.  AMEN 

 

Lesson for the Young and Young at Heart God’s Toolbox 
 

Object:  Toolbox (or look at the photo on 
the right!) 
 
Do you have a toolbox at home? 
 
What does it contain? 
- hammer, pliers, screwdrivers, wrenches, 
nails, measuring tape, etc. 
 
If you are trying to hang a picture do you 
use one of these?  Hold up a wrench. 
 
If you need to tighten up a screw would 
you use this?  Hold up pliers. 

 
Why not? 
 
The Church is like God’s tool box. Jesus’s mission and ministry are vast.  There’s a 



great need for a lot of people with diverse talents and abilities to serve in Love’s Name!   
 
Praise God for the many and diverse talents God has provided! 
Praise God for the many ages and stages, genders and orientations! 
Praise God for all the amazing people in our midst; leaders and followers, folks who 
have finance skills, fix-it abilities, musical talents, cook and crafting expertise! 
Praise God for administrators, teachers, learners, gardeners, cleaners, and so much 
more! 
Praise God for the words of Scripture we will hear today that reminds us of our 
uniqueness, and also our unity in Christ! 
 
Look around – God has gifted us with all we need to share love, be love, shine love, 
share love, serve in love!  Our communities of faith are each tools in God’s toolboxes…  
ready and waiting and willing for God to use them to bring forth God’s kin’dom! 
 
 

We Are Renewed 

 

Today I went off lectionary… as somehow Moses parting the Red Sea and Egyptians 
dying as the water drowned them… wasn’t appropriate for our celebration service!  And 
so I turned to the writings of Paul,, follower of Jesus, who offers the people of Corinth, 
and us, today’s Good News for in 1st Corinthians 12, verses 4-12, and 27-31: 

 

Gifts from the Holy Spirit 

12 Now, concerning what you wrote about the gifts from the Holy Spirit. 

4 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them. 5 There are 
different ways of serving, but the same Lord is served. 6 There are different abilities to 
perform service, but the same God gives ability to all for their particular service. 7 The 
Spirit's presence is shown in some way in each person for the good of all. 8 The Spirit 
gives one person a message full of wisdom, while to another person the same Spirit 
gives a message full of knowledge. 9 One and the same Spirit gives faith to one person, 
while to another person he gives the power to heal. 10 The Spirit gives one person the 
power to work miracles; to another, the gift of speaking God's message; and to yet 
another, the ability to tell the difference between gifts that come from the Spirit and 
those that do not. To one person he gives the ability to speak in strange tongues, and to 
another he gives the ability to explain what is said. 11 But it is one and the same Spirit 
who does all this; as he wishes, he gives a different gift to each person. 

One Body with Many Parts 

12 Christ is like a single body, which has many parts; it is still one body, even though it is 
made up of different parts.  



27 All of you are Christ's body, and each one is a part of it. 28 In the church God has put 
all in place: in the first place apostles, in the second place prophets, and in the third 
place teachers; then those who perform miracles, followed by those who are given the 
power to heal or to help others or to direct them or to speak in strange tongues. 29 They 
are not all apostles or prophets or teachers. Not everyone has the power to work 
miracles 30 or to heal diseases or to speak in strange tongues or to explain what is 
said. 31 Set your hearts, then, on the more important gifts. 

 

Ministry of Music:    Many Gifts, One Spirit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2G75ss9Ozo 

 

 

Excerpt from A Song of Faith 

 

We are each given particular gifts of the Spirit. 

For the sake of the world, 
 God calls all followers of Jesus to Christian ministry. 
In the church, 
 some are called to specific ministries of leadership,  
 both lay and ordered; 
 some witness to the good news; 
 some uphold the art of worship; 
 some comfort the grieving and guide the wandering; 
 some build up the community of wisdom; 
 some stand with the oppressed and work for justice. 
To embody God’s love in the world, 
 the work of the church requires the ministry and discipleship 
 of all believers. 
 
In grateful response to God’s abundant love, 
 we bear in mind our integral connection 
 to the earth and one another; 
we participate in God’s work of healing and mending creation. 
 

 

Message:         Many Gifts, One Spirit                                 Sue Cowan 
 

Many, many, many, many years ago when the apostle Paul arrived to pastor to the people of 

Corinth he was hope-filled and spirit-filled as he saw countless possibilities to proclaim the Good 

News of Jesus; to teach and preach about love… to share his call to justice… to welcome ALL to 

the table of grace !     

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2G75ss9Ozo


Yes, Corinth was a particularly exciting town especially if you were a sports fan!  Nightly you 

could go out to see every sort of game imaginable. There was dancing and theatre, and even the 

1st century equivalent of sports bars! Yet with all this excitement, there was also a downside to 

Corinth. In this competitive and cosmopolitan environment, athletes received most of the 

attention at the expense of everyone else. Beautiful people were glorified. The elite were regaled 

for their intellectual and philosophical brilliance even as they looked down at other folks they 

deemed lesser than. Still others had both money and time to take advantage of all that Corinth 

had to offer, but were critical of those who could not afford such things.  

 

In 1st century Corinth there was a hostility shown towards the poor… where folks with money 

would try to extort more money from people who had modest means. And when the poor could 

not pay, the rich would trump up some charges and have them carted off to jail!  So much for 

justice! No wonder, it was often said people in Corinth must worship the God of money, sex, and 

power; as this culture was reflected in their church and community life as well! 

 

For the Corinthian church, spirituality had an elitist quality to it also; as some believed their 

spiritual gifts were more important than another’s, rendering them somehow closer to God than 

most.  And the gift of speaking in tongues was revered, as it meant you were possessed with the 

Holy Spirit!  Of course, to these elitists, other spiritual gifts did not have the same importance.  

 

To this diverse community God called Paul to minister to the educated elite and the poor… to the 

professionals and the labourers… to all the people who were deeply influenced by their context 

and culture; the big egos, the cliques, the competitiveness, the divisions… especially the 

divisions caused by their differences;  the haves and the have nots… the folks who used their 

spiritual and financial gifts to elevate themselves, rather than, with humility, building up others.   

 

You can imagine when Paul showed up to tend to this flock he really had a big spiritual mess on 

his hands. It was just awful. So what did Paul do?  He began by naming the belovedness of the 

community… the diversity of the community… the giftedness of the community as a blessing 

from God and that each person had a responsibility to the other… to the community… to God, to 

use what they had been given to build up the whole. 

 

Claiming Jesus was not to be an arrogant badge that gave someone status over another, Paul 

deeply believed the true test of one’s faith was the willingness to help and encourage others in 

their faith… to seek out, support and help develop the gifts of others… to learn and grow, 

challenge and wrestle together with the Word of God, so all might gain a deeper understanding… 

and therefore become even more committed to the ministry they shared.    

 

To Paul, following Jesus was more than high-5 welcomes and tales of “remember when”.  It was 

more than lavish banquets for the rich, and offering the communion leftovers to the poor.  It was 

more about worshiping God, than stuff, money, buildings, music, and such.  It was more about 

being open to… being present with…  being aware of and not only anticipating, but expecting 

the Spirit’s call… and then, joyfully seeking out ways to respond… to say “yes!” and in doing 

so, to proclaim Love’s Way through one’s actions.   

 

Paul believed the church community had been blessed by God with a richness that went beyond 



mere wealth.  And so he was eager to help each person discover their unique gifts… their special 

talents… their important role in bringing forth God’s vision of unity and peace, equity and 

justice, hope and love for all.   

 

He was excited to highlight how some were called to heal… others to preach… others to teach… 

still others to make sure the bills are paid.  He noted that some were gifted to offer hospitality 

and others were blessed with the ability to welcome the stranger, the immigrant, the imprisoned, 

the outcast.  And still others were gifted to lead the worship… and to communicate the church’s 

happenings to the townspeople.  Everyone had a gift.  Everyone had a role.  Everyone was 

important.  Everyone was valued.  Because God ordained it to be so!  

 

The same God who came in flesh to dwell among us… whose life, death and resurrection taught 

us the power of love… whose promised Spirit enlivens us in ways beyond our understanding… 

is the One who teaches us, models for us, equips and calls us to build up community… to be 

church; by promoting the common good, standing against all forms of evil, using our lives and 

our abundant resources to share love… shine love… sing love… speak love… show love… 

serve in love…        

 

When we take the words of Paul seriously, we seek the Holy in the other… cherish the gifts each 

one offers… celebrate our diversity and see it as our greatest strength.  When we take Paul’s 

words to heart, we see how Christ is at the center of who we are and what we do… and therefore, 

as his hands and feet… as his voice of peace and his arms of welcome, we uplift and bless… 

encourage and serve… commit anew to the ministry we share through our generous giving; of 

our talents, our financial resources, our time, our energy, our prayers, our presence.  

 

I imagine when Paul arrived in Corinth, everybody in his new church was busy trying to get the 

same gifts… or one-up each other with the showy ones… the coveted ones… the ones that 

screamed, “look at me”.  Yet through Paul’s ministry they came to learn, that to be the body of  

Christ, is to answer the call to wholeness; the wholeness that comes when all parts of the body 

function well… work together… support one another… encourage the other… share resources… 

and know they need each other to grow… to thrive… to bring forth life! 

 

And when they realized they were truly in ministry together… with many gifts, one spirit, and  

their uniqueness and diversity were just as God intended… no accident, only dignity… no lesser 

gifts, only equity… no special status, only belovedness as children of God, saved by grace alone, 

it was then, they became the very vessel God imagined, desired, intended and called to carry the 

redeeming love of Jesus into the world.  And so shall we.   

 

Thanks be to God.   

 
  



Hymn:  “We Are One in the Spirit”  attachment – words/music  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWzku-RPm40 
Verse 1, 2, 4 instrumental verse… then verse 3, verse 1 
 
 
 

We Respond 

 
Presentation of the Offering 
Giving One, in gratitude for all the abundant blessings you have showered upon us,  
we celebrate as we present our morning offering.   
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Loving God, you have blessed our lives in so many ways. We thank you and praise you 
for all the ways you have provided, and all the ways you have called us to share with 
others.  We offer our gifts, tithes, monthly PAR and all we are to further Christ’s work 
and witness in our communities and beyond.  We do this, in confidence our gifts will be 
used to minister to many in peace, hope, and in love.   
This we pray in the Name of Jesus.  AMEN 
  
 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
 
As we begin a new season in our life as church…  
as we start a new year at school… new ways of being UCW, the Church Board, the 
various ministries of our faith communities… new ways of leading and serving in our 
communities… new ways of reaching out to migrant workers, to regional and global 
ministries through our Mission & Service offerings… 
 
As we prepare to welcome Allison as your new Minister, I invite you to place your hand 
on the bookbag or backpack... the craft or choir bag… the tool pouch or other object you 
brought to represent your talents and gifts. 
 
Let us pray 
O God, you have blessed us with unique and varied gifts…  
amazing talents… diverse abilities…  
Some need to be further cultivated.    
Some need to be encouraged.   
All are precious and valued.  All are of great worth.   
ALL are needed to bring forth your kingdom!   
 
Help us to encourage each other… celebrate our giftedness… 
grow in our abilities… be shaped and molded by your love and spirit! 
Bless our many offerings and use us and our gifts to minister in loving ways. 
Teach us to risk and dare… to be bold, rather than hesitant…  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWzku-RPm40


to generously offer the works of our hands and our hearts to you  
and all you call beloved. 
 
May your Love be proclaimed through us…  
as we share and serve, and shine in the Name & Way of Jesus.   
AMEN     
 

Let us continue in prayer… 
 
Prayer  
 

O God of all… in all…  
We give you thanks for your Spirit and all the ways you bless us…  
We give you praise for you hear us when we cry out to you…  
You know our brokenness… our pain… our struggles… our fears… 
And so, we offer the prayers of hearts to you this day, trusting “thy will be done”. 
 
This day, we come… seeking to be transformed by your breath that blows like wind… 
your presence that stirs us with passion, like fire. 
Ignite in us today, new dreams and visions… new possibilities… 
new understandings… new energy… new courage… new trust…  
for the ministry that lies ahead. 
 
Knock us off our seats… Don’t let us get complacent. 
Don’t let us just sit back and rest as though nothing important was happening.  
Remind us how you have come to bless and prepare us for holy service.  
Encourage us in the new thing you are doing…  
Inspire us to keep going when we are weary… 
to keep serving when we feel tired… 
to keep positive when we are overwhelmed… 
to keep trusting when we feel hopeless… 
to keep believing we are NOT alone. 
 
For now is the time of proclamation and celebration!  
Now, you are birthing new ideas…  
you are calling us to un-learn and re-learn our history through a new lens… 
you are inviting us to let go of ministry practices that are no longer relevant… 
you are asking us to come with open hearts and minds…  
to be your dynamic and caring presence in our families… our communities… 
in your world! 
 
Make us so joyful we find it difficult to sit back and watch. 
Make our excitement and passion contagious to others! 
Make our ministry vibrant… as you continue to keep us nimble, adaptive, and 
responsive to the needs in our midst. 



  
We want to be part of your healing love and mercy.  
We want to be people who bear the word that your love for all creation is eternal! 
We want to model the love and welcome of Jesus… in all we do…  
 
Bless us and remind us, you have given to us what we need to follow faithfully! 
Be with us, and encourage us, so we are not shy to offer a resounding "Yes!" to you.  
Be patient with us as discern new ways of being church…  
and seek to listen for your call to us… in these COVID days and beyond. 
 
Be with us… before us… behind us… beside us… 
so we might feel connected in our isolation  
and confident in the new ways you are inviting us to partner in your redeeming work. 
 
We offer our prayers in the strong name of Jesus, who taught his followers to pray, 
saying: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)                               VU 921 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever.  AMEN 

 

 

We Go Forth to Serve in Love’s Name! 

 

Affirmation Pledge  (responsively) 

In the presence of all who are gathered, 

  and in remembrance of Jesus’ baptism and our own, 

  I pledge to follow the teaching of Jesus in my life; 

to wrestle with the meanings of the stories in the Bible, 

  and try to live them out each day 

  in my conversations with my family, the people I    

  meet at work, the stranger ahead of me in the check- 

  out line at the grocery story, and in the quiet  

  conversations I have with myself each day. 



I realize I cannot do this on my own, 

  for I am dependent on God’s love and grace in my  

  life, and it is only by ingesting God’s love for me 

  I am able to love the “other” whom I meet in my day-to-day life. 

Help me, O God, to learn 
  what it means to be a prophet, 

your voice for right relations, 
  among all who I share this world with: 
the birds of the air, the fish of the seas, 
  the green grass, the animals,  
  and the soil from which all life comes, 
and all the peoples of the earth, 
  beloved by you, created by you,  
  created in your image. 

May it be so. 
  Amen 

 
 
Excerpt from ‘A Song of Faith’ 
 
The Risen Christ lives today, 
 present to us and the source of our hope. 

In response to who Jesus was 
 and to all he did and taught, 
 to his life, death, and resurrection, 
 and to his continuing presence with us through the Spirit, 
we celebrate him as 
 the Word made flesh, 
 the one in whom God and humanity are perfectly joined, 
 the transformation of our lives, 
the Christ. 
 
We sing of a church 
 seeking to continue the story of Jesus 
 by embodying Christ’s presence in the world. 
We are called together by Christ 
 as a community of broken but hopeful believers, 
 loving what he loved, 
 living what he taught, 
 striving to be faithful servants of God 
 in our time and place. 



 
 
 
Hymn:  “Go Make a Diff’rence”                           MV 209 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDjQEoItGzQ 
 
R Go make a diff’rence.  
  We can make a diff’rence. 
  Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
  Go make a diff’rence.  
  We can make a diff’rence. 
  Go make a diff’rence in the world. 

1. We are the salt of the earth, 
 called to let the people see 
 the love of God for you and me. 
 We are the light of the world,  
 not to be hidden but be seen. 
 Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
 
2. We are the hands of Christ  
 reaching out to those in need, 
 the face of God for all to see. 
 We are the spirit of hope; 
 we are the voice of peace 
 Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
 
3. So let your love shine on, 
 let it shine for all to see. 
 Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
 And the spirit of Christ  
 will be with us as we go. 
 Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
 
 

Sending Forth: (responsively)                     from ‘A Song of Faith’ 

Grateful for God’s loving action, 
   we cannot keep from singing. 
Creating and seeking relationship, 
   in awe and trust, 
we witness to Holy Mystery  
   who is Wholly Love. 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDjQEoItGzQ


 

SEASON of PENTECOST - WORSHIP SERVICES  

 September 20, 2020  

“God Provides” 

Exodus 16: 2-15, Matthew 20: 1-16  

 

September 27, 2020  

“Watery Endings and Beginnings”  

Exodus 17: 1-17, Philippians 2: 1-13 

 

October 4, 2020 – World Communion Sunday  

WELCOME Rev Allison Playfair!!! 

  

 

Have a Spirit-filled week! 

Congratulations Sean!!! ☺ 


