
Kilbride & Carlisle United Churches – 10 am 
August 30, 2020    

13th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship: 
What does it mean to take up the cross? 
What’s at stake… for you?  For your faith community?   
For God’s kin’dom? 

  

We Gather 
Acknowledgement of the Land:    
As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on 
territorial lands covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty; an agreement between 
Anishnaabeg, Haudenosaunee and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the 
land and resources around the Great Lakes.   

We thank Mother Earth for this sacred place and for her peoples who have been living, 
working, praying and playing on this land since time immemorial.  May our worship 
honour all who have stewarded this land.  May our praise celebrate their faithful witness 
and hard work.  May all we do, reflect the One who IS Love and bear witness to this 
sacred love that embodies and animates all creation from the beginning to eternity and 
calls us to live in harmony, peace, respecting one another and seeking right relations 
with all.  
 
Silence 
 
WELCOME / Celebrations / Announcements  
 

   
  



Call to Worship:  (responsively) 

We come to worship the God of creation, 
 singing and making melody to the One who restores 
 our souls. 

We come to celebrate Jesus, the risen Christ, 
 seeking to understand the will of the Saviour 
 that enlivens our minds and our ministry. 

We come to be filled with the Spirit of the burning bush, 
  seeing in our pasts the power and hope that burns 
 in our hearts like a living flame. 

Today we come to praise the One who invites us to take up our cross and to follow! 

 
Hymn:    “Come Away From Rush and Hurry”   (tune VU 374) 
       Tune: Come and Find the Quiet Centre        Words: Marva J. Dawn 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48VoU6kCe88 

1) Come away from rush and hurry 
to the stillness of God’s peace; 
from our vain ambition’s worry, 
come to Christ and find release. 
Come away from noise and clamor, 
life’s demands and frenzied pace; 
come to join the people gathered 
here to seek and find God’s face. 

2)  In the pastures of God’s goodness 
we lie down to rest our soul. 
From the waters of his mercy 
we drink deeply, are made whole. 
At the table of his presence 
all his saints are richly fed. 
With the oil of his anointing 
into service we are led. 

3)  Come, then, children, with your burdens – 
life’s confusions, fears, and pain. 
Leave them at the cross of Jesus; 
take instead his kingdom’s reign. 
Bring your thirsts, for he will quench them – 
he alone will satisfy. 
All our longings find attainment 
when to self we gladly die. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48VoU6kCe88


Opening Prayer:   (in unison) 

God, of many names, you are made known to us in the rustling wind that blows, 
in the blazing fire that does not consume, in the face of the righteous, in the deep 
of the unknown.   

We meet you here.  We accept your greeting.  We welcome your inspiration.  We 
await the change you have in store for us.   
  Draw us in to you.   
  Inhabit our spirits.   
  Focus our attention.   
 Bring us to you – you who are already with us.   
 
Help us to be all you imagine and dream for us… in this moment… in this week… 
in the days and months that await us.  Through Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, here and everywhere, now and always we 
pray.  Amen 
 
 
Lesson for the Young and Young at Heart 
Growing up, do you remember ever playing follow the leader? 
 
One person would become the leader, everyone would line up behind them and then 
mimic all of their actions!  The leader would weave you in and around… up and down… 
this way and that, and if you were behind them, you followed. 
Because what happened if you didn’t?  
 
If you failed to do the moves correctly, you were out of the game! 
If you lagged behind… you were out of the game! 
And whoever was left at the end, became the new leader! 
 
Time after time, we hear/read stories in our Bible where God or Jesus calls us to follow. 
Each time an invitation is extended… each time words of disbelief are uttered…  
“Who me?  “Why me?  “Please, not me!”  
holy assurance is offered… they will be taught… trained… equipped… 
blessed for choosing to follow… and God/Jesus will be with them always.  
 
Our Bible shares beautiful stories of call and response…  
the Holy calls… God’s people respond. 
This call and response… back and forth… listening and then responding in action 
is echoed in our worship… and throughout the rhythm of our lives.  

Today we will hear how the Holy calls and Moses responds.   
Jesus calls and his disciples respond… 
You and I are called…  
How will you respond? 
 



We Are Renewed 
  
Exodus 3: 1-15                                                      Good News Translation 
Today two main themes stand out in our Hebrew scripture:  
the call of Moses and the nature of God, the One who calls.   
 
And similar to so many other call stories in our Bible, the pattern follows the typical 
literary form where a vision is proclaimed, a response of awe is mingled with initial  
receptiveness, the divine mission is stated, and instructions are given on the  
means of carrying out the mission. 
 
Sounds easy, right?  At face value, perhaps… yet each call challenges and stretches… 
shapes and transforms the person or community God is calling and also all of the 
people who bear witness to their actions!  Not only does it involve a personal 
commitment and choice, there is also the responsibility and accountability… the ability 
to be open to be shaped and used… the humility to serve another… the capacity to love 
God so much, one will surrender and obey… have implicit trust, faith in the One who is 
calling. 
 
Today you have 2 options for our Hebrew passage: 
Read the story of Moses’ calling found in Exodus 3: 1-5  
or watch this story from Dreamwork’s animated movie, Moses, Prince of Egypt 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqDMBlRaJJM 
or with Biblical scripture (KJV) included: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYW-
lmfbk2Y 
   
 
God Calls Moses 

3 One day while Moses was taking care of the sheep and goats of his father-in-law 
Jethro, the priest of Midian, he led the flock across the desert and came to Sinai, the 
holy mountain. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him as a flame coming from 
the middle of a bush. Moses saw that the bush was on fire but that it was not burning 
up. 3 “This is strange,” he thought. “Why isn't the bush burning up? I will go closer and 
see.” 

4 When the LORD saw that Moses was coming closer, he called to him from the middle of 
the bush and said, “Moses! Moses!” 

He answered, “Yes, here I am.” 

5 God said, “Do not come any closer. Take off your sandals, because you are standing 
on holy ground. 6 I am the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.” So Moses covered his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqDMBlRaJJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYW-lmfbk2Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYW-lmfbk2Y


7 Then the LORD said, “I have seen how cruelly my people are being treated in Egypt; I 
have heard them cry out to be rescued from their slave drivers. I know all about their 
sufferings, 8 and so I have come down to rescue them from the Egyptians and to bring 
them out of Egypt to a spacious land, one which is rich and fertile and in which the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites now 
live. 9 I have indeed heard the cry of my people, and I see how the Egyptians are 
oppressing them. 10 Now I am sending you to the king of Egypt so that you can lead my 
people out of his country.” 

11 But Moses said to God, “I am nobody. How can I go to the king and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?” 

12 God answered, “I will be with you, and when you bring the people out of Egypt, you 
will worship me on this mountain. That will be the proof that I have sent you.” 

13 But Moses replied, “When I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 
ancestors sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ So what can I tell 
them?” 

14 God said, “I am who I am. You must tell them: ‘The one who is called I AM has sent 
me to you.’ 15 Tell the Israelites that I, the LORD, the God of their ancestors, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, have sent you to them. This is my name forever; this is 
what all future generations are to call me. 

 
 
Hymn:  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”              VU 264 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJCKPSw7-6U    WORDS ON SCREEN 
 
1.  Immortal, invisible, God only wise;  
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes;  
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,  
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.  

 
2.  Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,  
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;  
thy justice like mountains high soaring above  
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJCKPSw7-6U


3.  To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;  
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;  
we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,  
then wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.  
 
4.  Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light;  
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;  
all praise we would render, O help us to see  
‘tis only the splendour of light hideth thee!  
 
 
Matthew 16: 21-28    The Message 
 
We often read today’s gospel with the same lens as the writer, with knowledge of the 
suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus.  Yet the disciples had no such knowledge. 
 
We read the passage as if it is masterfully foretelling what will happen, rather than 
seeing the cross… and the choice being offered, through the eyes and experience of 
those who have already left their lives and livelihood to follow… and now are being 
asked to make a deeper commitment; to choose the life Jesus offers. 
 
Reading from Eric Peterson’s modern translation, The Message, let us listen deeply, 
imagining how these words were offered to the followers long ago:  
.   
 
You’re Not in the Driver’s Seat 

21-22 Then Jesus made it clear to his disciples that it was now necessary for him to go to 
Jerusalem, submit to an ordeal of suffering at the hands of the religious leaders, be 
killed, and then on the third day be raised up alive. Peter took him in hand, protesting, 
“Impossible, Master! That can never be!” 

23 But Jesus didn’t swerve. “Peter, get out of my way. Satan, get lost. You have no idea 
how God works.” 

24-26 Then Jesus went to work on his disciples. “Anyone who intends to come with me 
has to let me lead. You’re not in the driver’s seat; I am. Don’t run from suffering; 
embrace it. Follow me and I’ll show you how. Self-help is no help at all. Self-sacrifice is 
the way, my way, to finding yourself, your true self. What kind of deal is it to get 
everything you want but lose yourself? What could you ever trade your soul for? 

27-28 “Don’t be in such a hurry to go into business for yourself. Before you know it the 
Son of Man will arrive with all the splendor of his Father, accompanied by an army of 
angels. You’ll get everything you have coming to you, a personal gift. This isn’t pie in 
the sky by and by. Some of you standing here are going to see it take place, see the 
Son of Man in kingdom glory.” 



 

May the Holy Spirit give us wisdom to ponder, fortitude to follow, assurance that we, like 
our  
 
 
Ministry of Music: Where He Leads Me I Will Follow     ~Oasis Chorale 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVpUg4xTCeM 

 

 

Message:      The Cross at the Crossroad     Sue Cowan 

How many have worn a cross as a piece of jewelry?  Love seeing a cross at the front of a church?  
Or on a steeple high about a village?  How many of you find comfort in the cross as a symbol of 
suffering love, freeing love, eternal love, resurrection love… God’s abiding love?? 
 
Yet before the cross became equated with salvation and a symbol for the Christian faith… before 
it denoted sanctuary, a place of worship or safe haven the cross marked a moment when the paths 
of life were not fixed, when the direction for how to be in the world was less than certain; when 
God was pointing to a new way and seemed to be rerouting the future.   Until COVID paused our 
communal gatherings and invited us to reflect and re-imagine how we might be church, you may 
not have considered how wonderfully unstable the cross was… and is.  Because, before the cross 
was something in which to believe, it was a moment in time, a moment in the life of the first 
disciples… a moment at a crossroad when they learned how to believe. 
 
The twelve have dropped their nets, left their lives and livelihood.  They have answered the 
initial call to “follow me”; responding with a faithful commitment beyond measure.  They have 
dropped everything… left their families… chosen to be with the Teacher… opened themselves 
to his teachings of God’s kin’dom.  They have learned much, grown in character and deepened 
their understanding. They have been stretched and shaped by what they have experienced and 
witnessed.  They have been transformed by Jesus and his Way of love. Yet is this enough?  What 
will happen when things go awry?  When life gets tough?  When Jesus is gone?  
 
In our scripture, Jesus speaks of heading to Jerusalem.  He speaks of a cross… the very symbol 
of empire and revolution… of dissidence and punishment… and he speaks words of calling, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVpUg4xTCeM


which demand a response.  In this moment, Jesus is not proclaiming his divinity, nor 
demonstrating his prophetic wisdom by foretelling his crucifixion.  Peter, who has been told he 
will be the rock upon which Christ’s Church will be built, now falters… becomes the stumbling 
block to the future God imagines.  When he responds to the question, “Who do you say that I 
am?” it’s a critical moment for the twelve… for Peter… for discipleship in general.  
 
Yes, before the cross symbolized salvation, it was an instrument of condemnation. It was a sign 
for what happens when in the face of abusive power one chooses to embody and embrace a 
different expression of power.  The cross signified one’s willingness to stand against the power 
that silences and oppresses.  The cross represented one’s insistence to speak for all the world 
would crucify.  The cross proclaimed one’s courage to speak truth… to name the tyranny… to 
renounce systems, institutions and leaders who put self before the common good… whose 
personal well-being outweighed what was best for the community… the country. Yet in the 
hands of the powerful, the same cross was lifted by many to laud their own works, maintain their 
own privilege, solidify their own status… to proclaim their superior worth and power over 
others.      

Before the cross becomes the symbol of all we attach to it, it is a reminder of that moment when 
Peter and the disciples are asked who do they chose?  Which Way will they follow?  What are 
they willing to endure... risk… sacrifice… embody and embrace… so more people get a glimpse 
of God’s kingdom?  It’s a crossroad moment indeed… for them, and for us.   
 
It’s the crossroad moment when you catch a glimpse of Kin’dom living and what calling yourself 
a follower of Jesus really means.  It’s the moment when you are told the life you thought you 
wanted, planned for, prayed for, is not the life God has in mind for you. It’s the moment when 
you might have to choose whether or not you are willing to have something else, or someone 
else, have more control over your life than you do or whether to let go, let God... as you chose 
the life Jesus is offering…that leads into places of suffering… conflict… diverging loyalties; that 
demands one stands up, takes sides, speaks truth, demands change.  It’s the moment where you 
commit anew to a Way, which leads to life… abundant life, not only for some, but for all!    

___ 

Too easily…too quickly, particularly in our post-crucifixion, post-resurrection reality, and 
especially when the Church gets nervous about its future… such as the time we are now in 
during this global environmental crisis and health pandemic, the cross is often reduced to an 
denominational argument, thereby losing its dynamic essence, and becoming merely shorthand 
for the complex calling and deep commitment Peter, the disciples and each one of us is being 
asked to make.   

Jesus’ question invites your reflection… my reflection… to ponder the meaning of the cross not 
as a symbol of our identity as Christians, rather as a reminder of the moment in time when 
your/my identity as a Christian was called into question, at a crossroads, at stake, or even in 
jeopardy.  It’s an invitation to go beyond seeing the cross you wear that shows the world who 
you are (and whose you are), to reflecting on who God/Jesus needs you to be right here… right 
now.   
 



Jesus’ question to Peter… (to us), invites you and I to consider our loyalties; to the world that is 
always pressuring us to conform to its binary of winners and losers… worth and unworthiness… 
good and bad; where money talks and siding with empire provides privilege, OR to the One who 
calls us and welcomes all to a Way… to abundant life where your status is “beloved child of 
God”, your voice matters, your life matters, your forgiveness is assured, your worth is secure, 
you are equipped and empowered to speak truth, stand for justice, stand against tyranny and 
greed. 
 
Like Peter, we are at a crossroads.  We are being offered a choice.  The cross of empire or the 
cross of Christ.  The cross that oppresses and kills… or the cross that suffers in love so life can 
burst forth?  The cross that enslaves or the cross that liberates?   
 
Taking up our crosses means committing anew to dismantling the systems that are self-serving in 
order that all might know kin’dom living.  It’s giving up the privileges that serve us (and others 
like us) solely, so we can do what God needs and wants us to do… to bring forth God’s 
inclusive, diverse, peace-filled, loving kin’dom for all.  The One whose ministry, begins with 
words of proclamation, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness” and calls us 
to be “salt and light” now assures us with words of promise, that He will be with us always, 
which was never meant to be a guarantee of success or smooth sailing or a life without suffering.   
 
Whether to carry His cross is the choice before us.  Will we carry the burdens of people from 
whom Jesus releases burdens?  Will we carry the ministry of Jesus forward… sharing it 
generously with many the world overlooks?  Will we seek out and listen to the stories of the 
marginalized and allow their wisdom to transform us, so we might be used by God to transform 
the world?  Will we see our discipleship in terms of cost or choice; where cost is all about what 
you give up, sacrifice or deny… or will we see the choices before us as gifts; to imagine our 
ministry beyond what we have always known… the comfortable space we have held for so long, 
and be open… truly open to the new life… the abundant life… Jesus offers? 
      
For the cross is not unique, but representative of what life is. It’s not calling us to fixate on death 
and suffering, rather it is calling is to change and opportunity.  To carry one’s cross is to carry 
the choices and burdens and realities of life with us… which lead to commitment… your 
commitment, my commitment to bringing about the Kingdom of God here and now. That’s 
certainly what it meant for Jesus.   
 
We often talk of the ambiguity of “both/and”… holding up conflicting ideas simultaneously, 
respectfully and seeing God in “both/and”.  Yet today, at this crossroad, there is no ambiguity.  
We cannot go both ways at the same time.  Jesus offers a choice… and ironically, it is a choice 
for life over death… for self-giving, self-sacrificing love over self-serving living.  It’s a Holy call 
that has been spoken throughout the generations… a Holy invitation that requests your RSVP.  
It’s a Holy moment represented by the cross at the crossroad; where you and I now stand alone 
and together… with Moses and Miriam… Mary and Joseph… Peter and the eleven… all who 
God has claimed as beloved.  It’s a Holy invitation to partner in the transformative work of the 
cross… today, tomorrow… until God’s kin’dom comes for all!  
All praise be to God!  AMEN and AMEN 

 



Hymn:  “Three Things I Promise”                                 MV 176 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbEmQbzXR8Y 
 
1. Three things I promise, Holy God,  
  in age and youth, in life and death: 
  to bless your Name, and cling to Christ, 
  and listen for the Spirit’s breath. 

2. Your love unfolded time and space, 
 and life, and all that life became, 
 and so, with thankful heart and voice, 
 through good and ill, I bless your Name. 
 
3. I follow, serve, and cling to Christ 
 amid out culture’s tides and trends, 
 for here your Name is most revealed: 
 Majestic Love, and Best of Friends. 
 
4. Enlivened as the Spirit moves 
 to cleanse, awaken, and renew, 
 I pray that justice, peace, and truth, 
 may seed and grow in all I do. 
 
5. If I should live when vigour fades, 
 and family and friends are gone, 
 three acts of loving faith remain 
 when days are slow, and work is done. 
 
6. Revive and guide me, Living God, 
 as day by day, until my death, 
 I bless your Name, and cling to Christ, 
 and listen for the Spirit’s breath. 
 

 

 

We Respond 

Minute for Mission:    Rendez-vous 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMaDZLoJfwo&list=PLQDu-
SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR&index=2 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbEmQbzXR8Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMaDZLoJfwo&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMaDZLoJfwo&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR&index=2


What could be more energizing than a room full of 600 young people? How about a 
room full of 600 United Church of Canada young people! Rendez-vous brings them 
together for worship, service, prayer, community, and learning. Thanks to your gifts for 
Mission & Service, Rendez-vous is able to happen every three years in a different part 
of the country.  
Following events held in Toronto, Winnipeg, and Montreal in previous years, in August 
2020 the fourth iteration of Rendez-vous was to be held at the University of Calgary. 
Buses, planes, trains, and automobiles were booked.  Youth across the country were 
busy “fun”draising to reduce the individual participant’s cost.  Sadly COVID19 made it 
impossible to meet in person, yet this did not deter the youth!  It simply inspired them to 
find new, creative and collaborative ways to gather and be the church!   
 
And while some participants gathered, excited to renew relationships made at previous 
youth events, others came with some hesitation, arriving with some anxiety, not 
knowing what to expect. And still others came in need of a safe place to find 
acceptance, to find kindred spirits or words to articulate the faith they know in their 
hearts and beings. All left the virtual gathering knowing they are not alone, that The 
United Church of Canada has a place for them, and they are beloved children of God.  
After each tri-annual gathering, youth are both exhausted and full of stories. May we 
have ears to listen to their stories and find ways to encourage them in both difficult and 
joyous times. Tell them that you invested in them through your gifts to Mission & 
Service!  I’m certain they will appreciate your support! 
If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of your life, thank you so much! If 
you have not given, please join me in making Mission & Service giving a regular part of 
your life of faith. Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service. 
 

Presentation of the Offering  
As God has blessed our lives with abundant love and gifts, let us bring our tithes and 
offerings, our gifts and ourselves to this place; so they may help others, offer comfort, 
bring forth peace, proclaim Christ’s love and hope for all!   

Prayer of Dedication 
God of all mercy and compassion, bless these gifts lovingly offered and all the gathered 
people in our two communities and beyond.  Use these gifts for ministries of hope 
throughout our church, our community, this nation and the world. In Jesus’ name we 
pray.  AMEN 

Prayers of the People 
Abiding One, thank you for this day… this gathering… our communities of care, of faith, 
of prayer, of presence.  Thank you for your faithfulness and unending love for us and all 
creation.  Thank you for this time of worship and for the gifts of music, scripture and 
Spirit that bless and form us… challenge and re-shape us… transform us day by day. 
 



We hear your Word and we marvel at the witness of Moses who receives your call to 
liberate your enslaved people. We hear Jesus inviting his followers to choose his way 
anew, knowing he will head to Jerusalem and lose his earthly life to the power of 
empire. Help us to hear your call in our lives… and to respond in faith.  
 
Perhaps your voice issuing forth from a burning bush… or from the throes of COVID19 
is what we need to shake us from our complacency?   Help us to see this time of pause 
as a great opportunity to hit the re-set button; to tend more faithfully to creation, to 
rebalance our lives, to reprioritize our loyalties, to re-imagine how we can be Christ’s 
church in our communities.  And as we take inventory of the many talents and abilities 
you have gifted to us, show us how to wisely steward each one, encourage and develop 
your gifts in us, use each gift to bless and bring forth life!   
 
Help us also to listen for the needs in our midst and to respond in loving ways.  Help us 
to pray in trust that you hear our groans, know our hearts and feel how deeply we care.  
Today we lift to you special prayers aloud or in our silence. 
   (offer your personal prayers) –  
   students, teachers, administrators, bus drivers, parents, custodians,  
   all who are experiencing  anxiety by the return to school  
 
Curb our mumblings, our complaints, our complacency.   
Strengthen us, equip us, and provide what we need to support and encourage others,  
to serve others… to bless others… to bring forth your kin’dom…  
With you before us, beside us, behind us, within us, why would we fear? 
 
Speak in and through us your words of peace. 
Work in and through us to heal brokenness.  
Help us joyfully lift the burdens of others, with humility and compassion. 
And nudge us… firmly  
so we respond to each and every calling with a fervent “yes” 
and a deep desire to serve and love all like Jesus;  
lifting his cross of love each time  
we speak to the injustices we see, 
demand rights for others that we enjoy,  
seek equity in His Name, 
tend to the poor and impoverished,  
welcome the lonely and the loathed, 
encourage, mentor, tend and teach His Way 
that offers hope, leads to peace, and brings forth life in its fullness. 
May it be so. 
 
This we pray in the Name of Jesus, the Christ, who taught us to pray saying: 
  
The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)    VU 921 
 
 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever.  AMEN 
 

 
 

We Go Forth to Serve in Love’s Name! 

 
In Vitor Westhelle’s book ‘The scandalous God: The Use and Abuse of the Cross’ he 
writes:  “The symbol [of the cross] often swallows the historic scandal that gave it birth 
and appeases the appalling experience with which the first generation of Christians had 
to come to terms.”   
 
“Jesus suffered because he named the cause of suffering, the law that kills” 
 
 “[The cross] is a way of life that we live out. It is a practice that involves risk. It is a story 
that, if truly told, courts danger but moves also into hopeful solidarity, the solidarity of 
those who are moved by the pain of God in the midst of this world, or by the pain of the 
world in the midst of God.” 
 
Today, as in the past, Holy callings require faithful responses. 
If you are moved by the pain of injustice… the painful groaning of creation… 
the painful cries of the oppressed… the families grieving missing Aboriginal women or 
sons incarcerated or killed for minor wrong-doings. 
If we are moved by the pains of this world, in the midst of all God is doing, 
ambivalence… complacency… complicity are not viable options… 
rather we must recommit to Christ’s Way… 
by picking up His cross…which leads to abundant life for all! 



Hymn:  “Will You Come and Follow Me?”                    VU 567  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk6IUalJ3sk              WORDS ON SCREEN 
 
1.  Will you come and follow me  
if I but call your name?  
Will you go where you don’t know  
and never be the same?  
Will you let my love be shown,  
will you let my name be known,  
will you let my life be grown  
in you and you in me?  
 
2.  Will you leave yourself behind  
if I but call your name?  
Will you care for cruel and kind  
and never be the same?  
Will you risk the hostile stare  
should your life attract or scare?  
Will you let me answer prayer  
in you and you in me?  
 
3.  Will you let the blinded see  
if I but call your name?  
Will you set the prisoners free  
and never be the same?  
Will you kiss the leper clean,  
and do such as this unseen,  
and admit to what I mean  
in you and you in me?  
 
4.  Will you love the “you” you hide  
if I but call your name?  
Will you quell the fear inside  
and never be the same?  
Will YOU use the faith you’ve found  
to reshape the world around,  
through my sight and touch and sound  
in you and you in me?  
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk6IUalJ3sk


5.  Christ, your summons echoes true  
when you but call my name.  
Let me turn and follow you  
and never be the same.  
In your company I’ll go  
where your love and footsteps show.  
Thus I’ll move and live and grow  
in you and you in me.  
 
Sending Forth: (responsively) 
To save your life you must lose it,  

and in losing our life in Christ,  
  we will find life everlasting 
Recognize the stumbling blocks in your life and recall the example of Moses, 
  who recognized the voice of God calling from the burning bush. 
By these examples, go with the assurance that ‘I AM WHO I AM’  
will be with you also, now and forever. 
  Thanks be to God.  AMEN! 

 
 
 
  



 
SEASON of PENTECOST - WORSHIP SERVICES  

 
September 6, 2020 – Agape meal 

 “An Obligation to Love” 
Matthew 18: 15-20, Romans 13: 8-14 

 
September 13, 2020 – Parking Lot Worship!  

  NOON worship in the Carlisle UC parking lot!  Please join us! 
CONFIRMATION & Blessing of the Backpacks, book bags, briefcases…    

Knitting bags, Bible bags, Church bags… Come for a special blessing! 
 

September 20, 2020  
“God Provides” 

Exodus 16: 2-15, Matthew 20: 1-16  

 

September 27, 2020  
“Watery Endings and Beginnings”  
Exodus 17: 1-17, Philippians 2: 1-13 

 

October 4, 2020 – World Communion Sunday  
WELCOME Rev Allison Playfair!!! 
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