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________________________________________________ 
To ponder as you prepare for worship: 
Do you remember why you came to church for the first time? 
                                        We Gather 
 
Gathering Music: "This Is the Day" (MV 122) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boVSvvPQS0c 
This is a light, joyful, rhythmic tune with lots of repetition, so it 
easily becomes an "ear-worm"! It was written by Canadian 
composer and multi-instrumentalist Bruce Harding, whose voice – 
along with that of his wife Cheryl – you will hear in this recording. 
The lyrics are repeated four times, so don't be shy about singing 
along when you feel you've got it! 
 
 This is the day that God has made; we will rejoice and 
be glad! (x2) 
 Singing hallelu, singing hallelu, singing hallelu! We will 
rejoice and be glad! (x2) 
 
WELCOME/Celebrations/Announcements 
A note from me, Dora.  I have enjoyed (again) helping in 
leadership through the past three Sundays.  Definitely not the 
same as being together as a little group.  I miss the inter-action, 
the piano music, the chatter – just seeing you.  But we’ll do it all 
again, and look back on how we changed and grew through this 
difficult time.  I doubt I’ll be going to Florida before next year, so 
you may see more of me in person, hopefully. 
Until then – keep healthy, keep safe…and keep worshipping 
together! 
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Call to Worship:  (responsively) 
Joyful Spirit of God, invite us to worship 
Fill us with joy as we gather together in our homes 
Thoughtful Spirit of God, invite us to worship 
Call us to careful reflection as we read together in our homes 
Gentle Spirit of God, invite us to worship 
Touch us inwardly, as we pray together in our homes 
Holy Spirit of God, be at the heart of our worship 
WHEREVER WE ARE 
 
Hymn: "Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above" (VU 216) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8NKtIHjx8A4 
 

Sing praise to God, who reigns above, the God of all 
creation, 
the God of power, the God of love, the God of our 
salvation; 
with healing balm my soul is filled, and every faithless 
murmur stilled: 
to God all praise and glory! 
 
What God's almighty power hath made, God's gracious 
mercy keepeth: 
by morning glow or evening shade God's watchful eye 
ne'er sleepeth; 
within the [kingdom] of God's might, lo! all is just and 
all is right: 
to God all praise and glory! 
 
[The Lord] is never far away, but through all grief 
distressing, 
an ever-present help and stay, our peace, and joy, and 
blessing; 
as with a mother's tender hand, God gently leads the 
chosen band: 
to God all praise and glory! 
 
Thus all my gladsome way along, I sing aloud thy 
praises 

that all may hear the grateful song my voice unwearied 
raises. 
Be joyful in [the Lord], my heart! Both soul and body 
[bear] your part: 
to God all praise and glory! 
 

 
Opening Prayer:  (together) 
O God, we thank you this morning for the many wonderful 
blessings of life that sometime come disguised as troubles.  
Remind us again that in life there is no gain without pain, and 
reassure us as we worship, that when we hurt, Jesus cares, that 
YOU care.  From the sanctuary of our homes, we come to you in 
worship and in awe. 
Amen 
 
Ministry of Music: "I the Lord of Sea and Sky" 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7w5MCCXY6LQ 
 
                 We are Renewed 
 
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-6, 9 (New International Version) 
 
Isaiah's Commission 
 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and 
exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the 
temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two 
wings they covered their faces, with two their covered their feet, 
and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one 
another: 
 
 "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
 The whole earth is full of his glory." 
 
At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook 
and the temple was filled with smoke. 
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"Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen 
the King, the LORD Almighty." 
 
Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, 
which he had taken with tongs from the altar. […] 
 
[The Lord] said, "Go and tell this people: 
 
 'Be ever hearing, but never understanding; 
 Be ever seeing but never perceiving.'" 
 

On WORSHIP 

“Isn’t it a comfort to worship a God we cannot exaggerate?”  Francis Chan, 

Protestant author/teacher/preacher 

 

“Worship is simply giving God his breath back.”  Louie Giglio, Megachurch 

pastor and public speaker 

 

“We are perishing for lack of wonder, not for lack of wonders”  G.K. 

Chesterton, English writer/philosopher 

 

“It is the pleasing of God that is at the heart of worship.” R.C. Sprout, 

theologian and Presbyterian minister 

 

Message: 
WHY IN THE WORLD DID YOU COME TO WORSHIP TODAY?  
Isaiah 6:1-6, 9                    
     
I’m wondering…don’t we have anything better to do right now 
than to spend time on our computers reading a worship service 
(albeit it’s coming from Dora !). 
 
There are chores to be done here at home, books to read, movies 
to see, games to watch and web sites to surf….and the sun is out 
(well it was, when I wrote this).  We could put on our masks, go to 
a store, maybe even have a picnic.  .   And so I wonder…what 
motivates us to abandon all these possibilities in order to 
worship? 

 
I suspect that for some, the answer is ‘habit’.  We tend to speak 
negatively about ‘bad’ habits, but refer to ‘good’ habits as 
discipline. Study habits, proper exercise routines, good financial 
management and budgeting are all good habits, good self-
discipline - and attending worship is a good spiritual habit.    Yes, 
maybe some of us are here because it is our habit, but I suspect 
that earlier in our lives we made the decision that this was a 
discipline we wanted to follow. 
 
Others of us may come to worship because we are struggling with 
God.  We are grieving or we are hurting.  We are lost, or we are 
lonely, maybe even scared, and our attendance in worship is part 
of our search for answers.   In some of my earlier experiences I 
suspected that some had come to worship against their will.  They 
were there because their parents made them, or their wife or 
husband. 
 
So…why come to worship?   
Our scripture lesson from Isaiah is a great place to look for 
answers to these questions.  For the past 3 thousand years 
worship has found its basis in this chapter.  The order of our 
worship is based in part on this 6th chapter of Isaiah. 
First, true worship is not an escape from reality.  It is something 
that happens in the midst of life.  Isaiah begins this passage with 
an interesting statement “”in the year that King Uzziah died, I saw 
the Lord’.  It’s like saying “In the year I was married, in the year 
that my child was born, in the year my friend died, in the middle of 
life, in the midst of experiences good and bad, I was worshipping 
the Lord.”  Worship in the Sanctuary, be that in our church setting 
or in our home,  can never be oblivious to what is happening out 
there. 
 
Why do we worship?  I suggest it is not to escape life out there, 
rather it is to deal with life out there.  If we want our worship inside 
the Sanctuary to be true worship, then we are to bring in with us 
all of the baggage of what is happening out in the world. 
 



In the Old Testament Psalms (Ps 86:6-7) one writer said “hear my 
prayer, O Lord, listen to my cry for mercy.  In the day of my 
trouble I will call you, for you will answer me”.   It is a natural part 
of worship to bring with us the concerns of our life.  We gather 
here and we bring in the fears of life, the worries of our family, the 
concerns of the world, the uncertainties and fear of this 
horrendous pandemic - we lift them up in prayer, and we seek 
God’s comfort and guidance. 
 
Why do we worship?  Would you agree, that because our lives 
are so full of concerns and issues, we have to have someplace to 
take them?  Sharing can bring healing.  But we must be careful to 
not make the mistake of assuming that worship focuses on us. 
True worship also focuses on God. I’ve heard many times people 
talk about how they are struggling in their worship life because 
they aren’t being fed.  Have you ever heard anyone say things 
like  “I’m not being fed.  I’m not getting anything out of worship.  
I’m not being nurtured by worship.  I don’t get a blessing out of 
worship”. 
Well, that may be a legitimate reality with some people, but what 
concerns me is that I never, ever, hear anything about whether or 
not God is being blessed in the worship service, or whether God 
is enjoying worship. 
 
Why do we worship?  Certainly we worship so that WE can get 
something out of the experience, but we also ought to worship so 
that God can get something out of it.  I would further suggest that 
until God gets something out of our worship, we never will.  Until 
God is blessed by our worship, we won’t be blessed.  We are 
here to worship HIM/HER.  We are here to bless God. 
 
In Isaiah the prophet goes to the Temple, and he says “I saw the 
Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his 
robe filled the temple”.  It is the presence of God that fills the 
worship.  True worship always focuses on God. 
 
True worship, then, always begins with an awareness of God’s 
holiness. 

It may be that we have lost something of that in our worship 
services today.  It was an interesting experience for me, as I 
travelled through Europe some years ago, impossible not to walk 
into massive cathedrals built centuries ago, without feeling awe 
and wonder.   Quite honestly, were we impacted with that sense 
of awe as we entered this morning, on our computers, into our 
simple, yet no less holy, time together?  Think back, too, as you 
remember entering into the sanctuaries of Carlisle and Kilbride 
churches.  Was there a sense of awe?       Maybe, for some, but I 
have to admit, for me in that moment, not so much.     In recent 
years, theology and worship have emphasized the personal 
nature of God, the love God, the joy God.  Has this perhaps 
diminished in some way the awesome God?  So holy and 
awesome that to be in God’s presence is to be filled with wonder? 
 
Why do we worship? 
One reason we come is so that our lives will be different.  Worship 
at its best motivates the worshipper to roll up sleeves and get to 
work. 
Worship and service go hand in hand, in the Christian life.  We 
cannot enter the sanctuary to worship, without departing into the 
world to serve. 
 
So, why are we here?  
 Why did we come to worship today?  
 
 I suspect, we came in here, in part, to be challenged to do 
something out there. 
So the question for us today is not ‘why do we worship’ or ‘why 
did we join in this worship service today when there are other 
things we could be doing?” 
The real question is – what will we do when we leave this time of 
worship? 
 
For the prophet Isaiah, he was sent out to speak a message to 
the people. 
But what are we sent out to do? 
What is God calling us to do this week? 
Who is in our life that we need to love a little more? 



Who is it in our community that we need to reach out to a little 
harder? 
…and quite simply, but profoundly… 
who will experience God, through us, in this coming week. 
 
These are hard questions to answer, and our answers may 
change every week, because opportunities and challenges 
change every single day. 
What is God calling you, and I, to do this week? 
 
What God calls us to do from one week to the next may change, 
but may our response always be that of Isaiah’s – 
“Here I am Lord, send me” 

 
Hymn: "God Reveal Your Presence" (VU 391) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7tvWAZgmv0 
 
 God, reveal your presence: as we now adore you  

and with awe appear before you. 
 Here in this your temple: all within keep silence,  

gather now with deepest reverence. 
 You alone God we own, you, our God and Saviour: 

praise your name forever. 
 
 God, reveal your presence: hear the harps resounding; 

see the crowds the throne surrounding. 
"Holy, holy, holy!" Hear the hymn ascending, 
angels, saints, their voices blending. 

 Bow your ear to us here; hearken, O Lord Jesus, 
to our humble praises. 

 
 O great Fount of blessing, purify my spirit, 
 trusting only in your merit; 
 like the holy angels gathered all before you, 

may I ceaselessly adore you. 
Let your will ever still rule your church terrestrial, 
as the hosts celestial. 

 

 
Presentation of Offering/Prayer of Dedication: 
 
As we stand in awe before the summer-time wonders of creation, 
and as we share in awe in our worship, we hear God’s call, and 
with this in mind let us freely give, so that God’s work and word 
may be shared with others. 
 
Generous God,  
We don’t give because you make us 
We don’t give because anyone else is watching 
We give because we are grateful and because we want to be a 
part of your church in  any way we can 
And so we ask that what we have given, in the spirit we have 
given, will help both within our congregations and beyond.   Amen 
 
Prayers of the People / The Lord’s prayer 
                   

We Go Forth to Serve in Love’s Name 

O God, our help in ages past, 
We celebrate the dedication and faithfulness of the men, women 
and children of Carlisle and Kilbride congregations.  We celebrate 
the struggles, the steadfastness of faith, the love, the insight, the 
vision, the nurturing, the growth, the comfort, all that has been 
part of the fabric of this community. 
 
O Lord, we thank you for your goodness to us, for the world which 
you have made and for the strength to serve you in it. 
 
For disclosure of yourself, in nature, in art and in the lives of men 
and women, for all writings which display your truth, for the tasks 
to which you are calling us, and for the Bible, through which you 
speak to us.  But above all, we thank you for your son, Jesus 
Christ, through whom we see you, our God. 
 
We thank you, O God, that you hear the prayers of our hearts, for 
hearing us in every situation of life, for those dealing with illness, 
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changing circumstances, the death of a loved one.  Help us to 
support one another always, rejoicing with those who rejoice and 
weeping with those who weep. 
 
We continue to pray for those dear ones in our midst facing what 
may feel like insurmountable challenges.   You know who they 
are.  We ask that you bless them and surround them with your 
love, giving them strength and hope. 
 
Giving and forgiving God, you have called us to be the church and 
often, by your grace, we have been faithful to that call.  Let us not 
forget your Spirit, let us not live in the past, let us not neglect the 
future, let us continue to dream and to live with hope. 
 
As Christians, we have a name tag…help us always to live as you 
have called us to be, and with awe and wonder as we do so.  We 
pray now, together, as we were taught … 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Hymn: "O God, Our Help in Ages Past" (VU 806, v. 1, 4, 6) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtzDNns856Y 
Many of you may have already heard this version performed by 
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and full orchestra, but it's so 
glorious it bears listening to again! 
 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to 
come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal 
home. [interlude] 

 

A thousand ages in thy sight are like an evening gone, 
short as the watch that ends the night before the rising 

sun. [interlude] 
 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to 

come, 
be thou our guard while [life shall] last, and our eternal 

home…  
…and our eternal home. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
Sending Forth:   (together) 
 
May the God of Creation create in us new hope for the future. 
May the Christ of the common road guide us in every step 
May the Spirit of compassion instill in us a deep sense of caring  
    for all we meet, whether that be in our homes, our community 
    or in our world 
May we know the blessing, and awe, of the Holy One, now and 
always. 
Amen 

 
Sun. August 30, 2020 

Sue returns from study leave 
 “Birthing New Possibilities” 

Exodus 1: 8-2:10, Matthew 16: 13-20 

  
Sun. September 6, 2020 – agape meal  

“Birthing New Possibilities” 
Exodus 1: 8-2:10, Matthew 16: 13-20 
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