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________________________________________________ 
To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship: 
How do you face challenge, especially in this difficult time of Covid 19?  Do you have 
faith in how your Government is handling the situation?  Do you have faith in how those 
around you are handling it?  Do you have faith in how you are coping?  Is your faith in 
God affected?  
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We Gather 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land:          Silence 

WELCOME / Celebrations / Announcements 
 

Call to Worship:  (responsively) 
Jesus calls, “Come, get out of the boat.  Take that step of faith!” 
 Jesus, are you talking to me? 
Jesus calls, “Come, be my disciple!” 
 I’m not sure if I am worthy. 
Jesus calls, “Even if you think you’re not good enough, come!” 
 Thank you for the invitation! 
Jesus calls, “Follow me!” 
 Here, I am, Lord.   
 Ready to follow and praise you forever! 
 
Hymn:    “Will You Come and Follow Me”                           VU 567  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0469PRLdbHU 
 
Opening Prayer:  (in unison) 
O God, summer days call upon us to rejoice.   
In the beauty of this season, we see your presence and experience your love.   
 
We come this day to give you thanks for your presence with us; that encourages 
us, sustains us and teaches us how best to be your people.   Amen 

 
Ministry of Music  There is a Refuge  
 
Hymn:  “ My Love Colours Outside the Lines”               MV 138 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YtmMb5ByX4Y 

  
  
 
 

We Are Renewed 
  
Matthew 14: 22-33           
 
Hymn:  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                          VU 670 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHBzI_Jb-o4 
Message:    
 
STEPS OF FAITH                                             Matthew 14:22-33 
 
Some of you may know that I grew up in a small village in Scotland where everyone 
knew each other and the world ‘out there’ seemed far away.  Today, wouldn’t you 
agree, our world has shrunk.  Now, more than ever before, we can no longer just be 
concerned with what is happening around us, we must have a concern for what is 
happening in every corner of our world.  It is a world that has changed radically wherein 
we have little or no concept of what lies ahead for us, either as individuals, as a nation, 
or even as a world.  As we tackle what we could say are life-threatening decisions, how 
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much does our faith system come into play?   Sadly I feel that religion and faith are both 
used and abused.  There is both a turning away from, and a reaching out to...faith.   For 
the unbelievers, religion, or faith, does nothing to help the problem - for the believers, it 
is part of the solution. 
Challenge and growth and faith – that’s what I’d like to talk about this morning.  Surely, 
the three go hand in hand..  When things go wrong, when we are challenged, how do 
we respond? 
 
One thing I’ve noticed recently...standing in line to get in to the grocery store, at times 
waiting in the long line up to check out, one of the main topics of conversation in recent 
times is the issue of what is wrong with our country today, what is wrong with people 
who do not want to adhere to safety requirements, not just here, but around the world.    
As a sometime resident of our neighbouring country south of us, I cannot help but 
wonder why so many people are just ignoring the need for safety precautions not just 
for themselves, but for those around them.  It’s not just the Coronavirus, but one hears 
talk of unemployment, and inflation, increasing violence and disregard for human life.  
Some, myself included, think a main factor is greed, and the struggle for power.  For 
even as we struggle within our own country for a sense of national unity, how much 
more desperate is the struggle world-wide for harmony, and human rights, and peace,  
complicated and made all-nigh impossible by the sinful need for power and supremacy,  
and plain greed.    
 
However, for some, the crisis is not a national one, or even a world one - it is a personal 
one, and the issues are not cut and dried, and the solutions are not easy. 
For the greatest problem that we as Canadians are presently confronting, stems not so 
much from material or tangible grievances, but rather from a frame of mind, a prevailing 
attitude, a way of thinking that has distorted and discoloured our decision-making 
processes.  I am dismayed by the note of pessimism and scepticism which has crept 
into every level of our society.   
 
Oh, I know there are occasions in everyone’s life when it seems pointless to go on.  We 
have all experienced the negativism caused by the loss of a dream - the seeming futility 
of disappointment - the loss of a loved one.  Yet we know, too, that these moods of 
despair can pass, and we can have renewal of spirit 
 
However, if our despondency lingers too long, it may have devastating effects.  We can 
be intimidated by the enormity of challenges set before us and around us, and we 
wonder what we can do.  As our Governments attempts to struggle with the issues of 
today, we wonder, too, what they can do.  
 
You may remember my sharing with you a time when I was driving back from Florida a 
few years ago, I was listening to a sermon on the radio,  the preacher talked of 
something that happened at the Olympics in Seattle.  There were nine contestants in a 
race, all physically or mentally disabled.  When the race began, they all started off, but 
one boy stumbled, fell and began to cry.   The others heard him and turned back.  One 
little girl bent down and kissed the boy, then all joined arms, and they walked to the 
finish line, together.  The crowd stood up and gave an ovation.  What a lesson for us to 
learn.  In these days, more than ever, we need to stand together. 
 
We hear about the violence and struggles world wide, near and far.  Do we have the 
conviction and attitude that, amidst all the religious and civil strife, there has to be a way 
for those whose faith is different to ours, those whose skin colour is different, whose 
political aspirations are different, whose lifestyle is different, how can we find a way for 



us to coexist peacefully?   It’s about conviction, and individual faith, but it’s also about 
attitude. 
 
  I often think that when the Driver’s licence bureau tests for skill in driving and for 
eyesight, it’s a pity there is no test for attitude. 
 
Our attitude...so important!   Surely it is only when we, as Canadians, develop a more 
positive attitude about ourselves and our country, and yes, our church...that we will 
actually be able to come to grips with the pressing issues of our day.   
An optimistic approach appears out of step with the reality of the way things are.  How 
hard it is to be optimistic or to think positively with the shape our world is in. 
How often have you heard someone of our generation say something like “when I look 
around and see just where this troubled world is headed, I am thankful that my life is 
nearly done” ,or “ that I have no children”… a sad reflection indeed. 
 
As Christians, however, we have our faith, and our hope.  That doesn’t mean that we 
don’t have doubts and fears, like anyone else.   Like Paul!  As we read our scripture this 
morning, certainly we can identify with Paul.  He, along with the others on the boat, 
were terrified to see Jesus coming to them, walking on the  
tumultuous water.  But he saw Jesus, saw it was possible, so he asked for Jesus to 
have him do the same.  It began to happen, but then Peter grew afraid, lacked the 
confidence not just in himself but worse, in Jesus, so he began to sink.  He did have the 
presence of mind, though, to call out to Jesus to save him.  Something we all need to 
remember, when we are in doubt, in fear, even knowing that God is there, we ultimately 
have to call out to be saved, to have faith. Some mountains appear to be too high to 
climb, and some challenges do appear pretty formidable.  And Lake Ontario certainly 
seems too wide to try to walk across!   
Yet, we hold to the basic belief contained in our creed…and you all know it… 
                  ”we are not alone…we live in God’s world 
 
 
I believe, and I believe that YOU believe, that there is a meaning and purpose to life, 
much greater than we can possibly appreciate.  However, in order to discover that 
meaning, we must be willing to take a risk, to venture in faith.  After all, we are an 
Easter people.  It is only when we realize how God works in us and through us, that we 
will come to know that God is in the world.  True faith is the key - WITHOUT it, we are 
merely waging a war of words - WITH it, we can change the world. 
 
You may well ask, “where does this kind of faith begin?” and I would respond “first of all, 
you must have faith in yourself”.  Some of us lack confidence, some of us are insecure, 
we may doubt our potential because of past failures, we may have a low opinion of 
ourselves, for whatever reason.  Sometimes, heart is all that we have to go on.   Yet, 
when we believe strongly enough in ourselves, we become like a man or woman with a 
mission, and nothing will stand in our way.  Before you can walk on water, you have got 
to have faith in yourself. 
 
It logically follows, that once you are able to believe in yourself, then you can develop a 
faith in others.  Trust is a difficult thing to establish.  It takes so much to generate it, but 
takes so little to destroy it.  Whenever we expose our vulnerability to someone else, 
there is always the chance of being hurt.  Yet that is part of faith - trusting, perhaps at 
times even naively, in our fellow beings, and their good nature (or should that be GOD 
nature). 
 



As we look around and see the problems plaguing our world, our nation, our community, 
even within our families,  we realize that there are limitations to what we can do 
individually. But, collectively, pulling together, uniting, trusting and sharing our faith, the 
possibilities are limitless.   It always starts with one, but it must never stop there. And 
there is a clear connection here to how we are dealing with Covid, we start with one, 
then our family, our community, and so on.  In today’s situation we do have a faith in our 
commitment to work towards healing, in this pandemic,  We do have faith in each other,  
and finally, what makes all this faith possible, is...our FAITH IN GOD. 
 
While we may continually frustrated in our efforts, thinking that we will never, ever be 
able to walk on water, as Jesus did, or even to begin to do so, as Peter did,  Jesus 
reminds us “with men (and I dare say he meant women too), with men this is 
impossible; but with God, all things are possible”. 
 
ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD –  
ALL THINGS!   
 
The prayer of St. Francis puts it very clearly, and I would ask that you pray with me 
as I say the words….. 
        Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace, 

where there is hatred, let me know love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope’ 
where there is sadness, joy; 
where there is darkness, light” 
 

A simple question - Do you believe that with faith – all things are possible? 
 

We Respond 
 
Presentation of the Offering/Prayer of Dedication 
 
With the uncertainties of this time, O God, we give as we are able.  In so doing, we lift 
up our hope for a better future, a hope that is rooted in our faith, not just in you, but in 
your world.  
 
Holy One – receive nd bless what we have given.  Use it, and us, as we continue to 
work and pray for not just those close to us, but for all peoples.   Amen  

         
Prayers of the People: 

  
O God of Truth and Understanding, 
We are thankful in this difficult time for those who have touched our lives with patience, and 
love, and acceptance, for it is through such people that we have had a sense of your presence 
and your love for us. 
We are grateful for those who have respected our personhood, allowing us to discover truth, by 
struggling with the meaning of life.  It is through such people that truth stands clear in our 
minds. 
We are grateful for all around us who value and respect the need for a change in the way that 
we live, who understand that as we face any crisis individually, we are never separate from 
each other, and it is only in unity that there is healing and growth, no matter what we face. 



Touch the lives of those in need this day, whether their needs are for material things, such as 
healing of mind and body, everyday requirements of human existence, or for psychological and 
spiritual things such as understanding and acceptance. 
We pray for all those in need within our congregations and beyond, but especially this day for 
Neil and Linda Dodman, Garth and NanDodman and Mark Stanski and family.  
May they feel our loving arms around them and know they are deeply loved. 
 
We pray for all in Beirut – no words can adequately express the infinite sadness we feel in the 
enormity of this tragedy – but we try. 
 
Speak to us of our own place in the fulfilment of our prayers, that we may be conscious that 
even as we ask those things of you, it is through us that your love, your healing and your spirit, 
reaches into the lives of those around us. 
 
So help us make good decisions – to not only be grateful for what we have, but to be generous 
with all we have. With your guidance, and with faith, we will always in the right direction. 
All this we ask in the strong name of Jesus, who gave us direction in how to pray… 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.                            
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that threspass against 
us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 
We Go Forth to Serve in Love’s Name! 

 
Hymn:  “Jesus, You Have Come to the Lakeshore”    VU 563  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QBxqZ3LRAs 
 

 
Sending Forth: (responsively) 
Jesus calls, “Come be my disciples.” 
 We give thanks for the invitation! 
Jesus calls, “Get out of the boat.  Take that step of faith.” 
 We give thanks for the challenge! 
Jesus calls, “Don’t be afraid, I am with you always.” 
 We give thanks for the assurance of God’s presence. 
Now share Christ’s invitation… His love… His assurance…  
and walk in a spirit-filled faith this day and always! 
 AMEN.        
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SEASON of PENTECOST - WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

 Sun. August 16, 2020   
with Rev Dora Sadler 

“Movements of Healing” 
Matthew 1:29-39 

 
Sun. August 23, 2020  
with Rev. Dora Sadler  

“Why in the world 
are we joined in worship today?” 

Exodus 1: 8-2:10, Matthew 16: 13-20 
 

Sun. August 30, 2020 
Sue returns from study leave 
 “Birthing New Possibilities” 

Isaiah 6:1-6 

  
Sun. September 6, 2020 – agape meal  

“Birthing New Possibilities” 
Exodus 1: 8-2:10, Matthew 16: 13-20 

 
 





 


