
Carlisle & Kilbride United Churches – 10 am 

July 26, 2020    

8th Sunday After Pentecost 

 

To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship: 

Who first taught you about the kingdom of God?  What did it look like?  Today, how 

might you complete the sentence:    The Kingdom of God is like…. ? 

  

 
We Gather 

Acknowledgement of the Land:  Mississauga - Ojibwe 
Long, long ago, the Great Spirit created the heavens and the earth, stars and planets 
and galaxies.  Kitchi-Manitou created all living creatures – those in the rivers, lakes and 
oceans; animals and birds; and people and urged all to live in harmony. 

This land where we gather today has been inhabited for generations beyond our 
knowing.  Before people arrived from across the seas, this land was home to nations of 
indigenous people, most recently known as the Mississaugas of the New Credit.  They 
lived, loved, raised children and made a living.  They lived in harmony with all that 
Creator had made. 
As we worship today, we recognize the traditional inhabitants of this land.   
We give thanks for this land on which we meet. 
We acknowledge that our history together has included a great cost to aboriginal 
people, and we commit ourselves to living out our Christian faith as followers of Jesus 
who called us to be partners in healing and reconciliation. 
 
Silence 
 
WELCOME / Celebrations / Announcements  
 
   

  



Call to Worship:  (responsively) 

One: From a mustard seed a great and mighty shrub can emerge. 

ALL: Good things can come from something that seems insignificant! 

One: The spore of the yeast can leaven a whole loaf of bread. 

ALL: A kernel of hope, a seed of peace can be a blessing! 

One: Come, let us praise the One who is in all creation! 

ALL: We come, offering our praise and prayers to Almighty God, in confidence of 

the Holy’s abiding presence and creative intention within us all! 

 

Hymn:  “This is God’s Wondrous World”      VU 296 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EypYlN_pU8 
  
1  
This is God’s wondrous world,  
and to my listening ears  
all nature sings, and round me  
rings the music of the spheres.  
This is God’s wondrous world;  
I rest me in the thought  
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas,  
God’s hand the wonders wrought.  
 
2  
This is God’s wondrous world:  
the birds their carols raise;  
the morning light, the lily white,  
declare their Maker’s praise.  
This is God’s wondrous world:  
God shines in all that’s fair;  
in the rustling grass or mountain pass,  
God’s voice speaks everywhere.  
 
3  
This is God’s wondrous world:  
O let me ne’er forget  
that though the wrong seems oft so strong,  
God is the ruler yet.  
This is God’s wondrous world:  
why should my heart be sad?  
Let voices sing, let the heavens ring:  
God reigns, let earth be glad!  
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EypYlN_pU8


Opening Prayer:  (in unison) 

God of mustard seeds and yeast, we come to you this day, seeking your Word 
and will for us. Plant in the good soil of our beings your seeds of love, so we may 
care deeply for the well-being of others. Nourish us… bringing forth in us 
courage to be yeast for the rising of hope and peace throughout the world. Tend 
to us… by opening our hearts to your justice and joy, that we might share your 
truths… your promises… your presence generously with others.  Bless us; our 
worship and our living.  Surprise us; today and every day.  Use us; to bring forth 
your harvest, and embrace your kin’dom life this day and always. 
In the Name and Spirit of Jesus we pray.  AMEN 

 
Ministry of Music:  Love Grows Here           ~Besig & Price 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22OBQw4qTyY 
 
 
Lesson for the Young and Young at Heart 
Item: - rope… about 8 feet, with knots every foot or so 
 
Do you remember… or have you ever seen little ones out in your community for a 
walk…  where a teacher is at the front of the line… and the toddlers are all clinging to a 
rope such as this one… and there’s another teacher at the end of the rope?   
Now some would have them wrapped around their waists…  
and others had tethers around their hands…  
and some simply held onto the knots that had been put into the rope…  
 
When I worked at CIBC in downtown Georgetown, the local daycare kids would go for 
walks twice daily.  And most afternoons the local nursery school a block from my home 
are out and about in the same manner.  So many days I remember seeing them coming 
down the opposite side of the road, and would often point them out to my Dad with 
dementia…  who would affectionately call out greetings to the  “kids on the rope!”  
 
What is the purpose of the rope?    Safety  Keep kids focused    
      Keep moving forward no one gets lost   
       No on strays Move together  
      Everyone is accounted for   
 
In our Epistle reading we hear the there is nothing… absolutely NOTHING that can 
separate us from the love of God.   
 
We’re like the kids on the rope…  held in the safety of God’s love… 
    called to stay focused… steadily move forward… 
     keep connected… and everyone accounted for… 
     held together by the invisible thread of care…  
     concern… love 
     that binds us as community… as church…  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22OBQw4qTyY


We are bound together… by this extraordinary love 
and our hope is that as we come through this pandemic, no one strays… all will be kept  
safe…  we will continue to reach out and hold onto ALL who God is calling us to love 
and serve… to grieve with… comfort… encourage… bless…  
And know, that God is walking with us… before us and behind us… always… 
 
Thanks be to God.  AMEN 
 

 
  

We Are Renewed 

 
For Illumination: “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song”                              VU 205 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NZDJAGGnUfk 
 
1  
Like the murmur of the dove’s song,  
like the challenge of her flight,  
like the vigour of the wind’s rush,  
like the new flame’s eager might:  
come, Holy Spirit, come.  
 
2 
To the members of Christ’s body,  
to the branches of the Vine,  
to the church in faith assembled,  
to our midst as gift and sign:  
come, Holy Spirit, come.  
 
3  
With the healing of division,  
with the ceaseless voice of prayer,  
with the power to love and witness,  
with the peace beyond compare:  
come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NZDJAGGnUfk


Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52     Good News Translation 
 
Jesus' way of telling parables has no equal; yet by no means are his parables unique.  
The Hebrew Testament contains many.  Jewish teachers did not clearly distinguish 
between proverb, allegory, aphorism or metaphor.  Storytelling came as naturally to 
them as to any tribal community with a long heritage filled with changing fortunes.   
 
Among the five included in today’s reading, we find parallels to passages found in Mark 
and Luke, and also Ezekiel, Daniel, Paul's Letters to the Corinthians and to the 
Galatians, and the apocryphal Gospel of Thomas.   
 
Is it not quite possible Jesus made use of stories and metaphors which he found in 
common currency among his own Galilean people? They contain the kind of folk-
wisdom which develops out of the natural physical, social and economic environment in 
which he grew up.  Each one has one simple point to make.  They illustrate better than 
any profound philosophical utterances the simple truths he wishes to convey about God, 
God's love and sovereign purpose to redeem the world.   
 
As simple stories from everyday life, they also serve to conceal his message from those 
hostile to him.  And Jesus uses them to disarm his audience, the better to penetrate 
their natural resistance to anything which might change their lives!  Finally, to an 
illiterate audience they were memorable.  And they still are 2,000 years later!   
 
Reading from the Good News Translation, Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52: 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
31 Jesus told them another parable: “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man takes a 
mustard seed and sows it in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it grows 
up, it is the biggest of all plants. It becomes a tree, so that birds come and make their 
nests in its branches.” 

The Parable of the Yeast 
33 Jesus told them still another parable: “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A woman 
takes some yeast and mixes it with a bushel of flour until the whole batch of dough 
rises.” 
 
The Parable of the Hidden Treasure 
44 “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man happens to find a treasure hidden in a 
field. He covers it up again, and is so happy that he goes and sells everything he has, 
and then goes back and buys that field. 

The Parable of the Pearl 
45 “Also, the Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man is looking for fine pearls, 46 and when 
he finds one that is unusually fine, he goes and sells everything he has, and buys that 
pearl. 



The Parable of the Net 
47 “Also, the Kingdom of heaven is like this. Some fishermen throw their net out in the 
lake and catch all kinds of fish. 48 When the net is full, they pull it to shore and sit down 
to divide the fish: the good ones go into the buckets, the worthless ones are thrown 
away. 49 It will be like this at the end of the age: the angels will go out and gather up the 
evil people from among the good 50 and will throw them into the fiery furnace, where 
they will cry and gnash their teeth. 

New Truths and Old 
51 “Do you understand these things?” Jesus asked them. 
“Yes,” they answered. 
52 So he replied, “This means, then, that every teacher of the Law who becomes a 
disciple in the Kingdom of heaven is like a homeowner who takes new and old things 
out of his storage room.” 

 
Hymn:  “To What Can the Kingdom of God Be Compared?” 
(Tune: To God Be the Glory     Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette)   Used with permission. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c75UdlNsmdE 
 
1.  To what can the kingdom of God be compared? 
A mustard seed falls where a field's been prepared, 
And there, where predictable plantings should be, 
There grows up a wild bush — as big as a tree! 
  God of love, here on earth, hidden things still surprise: 
  Loving deeds ... signs of birth ... faithful, Spirit-filled lives. 
  Your reign is amazing, your ways still astound, 
  Just like that new life springing forth from the ground. 
 
2.  A small bit of leaven will change the whole bread: 
A poor woman sees that her neighbours are fed, 
A church reaches out to the youth in the town, 
A man shares his faith and God's blessings abound. 
  God of love, here on earth, hidden things still surprise: 
  Loving deeds ... signs of birth ... faithful, Spirit-filled lives. 
  Your reign is among us, creation is blessed, 
  When even a few faithful lives change the rest. 
 
3.  While some look for treasure or one priceless pearl, 
God's reign is the gift wise ones seek in this world. 
As one sells possessions to help those in need; 
Another chose faithfulness rather than greed. 
  God of love, here on earth, hidden things still surprise: 
  Loving deeds ... signs of birth ... faithful, Spirit-filled lives. 
  Your reign is a treasure that wise ones pursue; 
  May we seek your kingdom in all that we do. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c75UdlNsmdE


Message:               Parabolic Promises                          Sue Cowan 

 
How will the year 2020 be remembered in history?  The call of Greta Thunberg for eco-
justice that challenged us? COVID-19?  The killing of George Floyd?  Widespread 
protests demanding racial justice?  Will 2020’s record-breaking economy followed by a 
rapid, self-imposed shutdown make history books?  Markets crashing and rebounding?  
Widespread job loss?  Parents becoming educators?  Backlogged medical procedures? 
Will 2020 be the year of swarming locusts on the African continent?  Democracy under 
threat in Hong Kong?  An ongoing crisis in Syria?  Brush fires in Australia?  COVID 
controversy, complaints and more; to mask or not?   To hug or not hug?  Or will it be 
remembered as the year when protesting individual freedoms was more important than 
standing for the safety, health and well-being of families… seniors… communities… the 
world?  I think I can say without risk of overstatement 2020 has been a bit of a meat 
grinder!  Where is the gift… the goodness… the grace in all of this?  And where is God?   
 
Have our eyes been open to see?  Our ears to hear?  Have our hearts been open to 
receive the Holy’s offerings in unusual and easily dismissible ways… buried in a field… 
folded into dough?  Our scripture depicts a generous, gift-giving God whose kin(g)dom 
is not a palace in the great beyond... or the afterlife.  It is not a physical building or 
location… rather a concept which Jesus seeks to explain to those gathered that day.  

So often, when describing abstract concepts, we employ similes and metaphors.  If one 
was asked to illustrate the wind or love, one could say the wind is like a feather’s touch 
or love is a journey. These literary devices are effective ways for giving colour, life, and 
meaning to concepts that would otherwise be difficult to understand.   
Yet, these tools are only effective if the one who hears these descriptions understands 
the references used.  If I have never felt the touch of a feather I cannot know how the 
wind feels. Likewise, if I have never been on a journey, the comparison doesn’t help me 
better understand love. While the descriptions get us closer to the meaning, it is not the 
same as experiencing it. Specifically, it is the difference between knowing about 
something… actually knowing something… and having the ability to share what we 
know with others, or explain it to others.  
 
Thus Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to several common experiences in order 
to enhance the crowd’s perception and share the parabolic promises of God’s kin’dom. 
And while the previous parables… the sower and the seeds… or the weeds and the 
wheat would appeal to the farmers in the crowd, the 5 brief parables offered today 
speak to the fishermen, bakers, merchants… women and men… offering each one a 
better understanding of the kingdom; the treasure that is for all! 
 
“What is the kingdom like?”  You can almost hear the crowd’s excitement… feel the air 
of anticipation… see their minds percolating with ideas and possibilities.  And rather 
than using the Roman Empire’s power and might to describe the breadth and depth of 
God’s kin’dom, Jesus calls upon the smallest… the least… the insignificant… the 
ordinary.  The small becomes powerful; the mustard seed deemed an invasive weed 
becomes a mighty place of sanctuary and a safe home for birds.   A spore of yeast 
causes dough to rise… the floury hands kneading… shaping… to nourish the hungry.  



Seeking and searching leads to discovery; a treasure… which points us to the 
unspeakable joy of the kingdom!  A pearl reminds us of the priceless gift God offers that 
we will give anything for.  And in the ordinary, we find the extraordinary; a net gathers 
and holds… unites and provides… it’s inclusive and embracing!  SUCH is the kin’dom of 
God!    Yet there is more!  
 
“The one who becomes a disciple, is one who has a store of treasure – both old and 
new… enough to share with others”!  They go about their day-to-day lives seeing signs 
of the Kin(g)dom emerging in their midst and point others to these signs.  Their words 
and actions will bear witness to God’s presence and promises.  Their lives and living will 
point to the goodness of God… the power of God… the treasure of knowing God… the 
value of having a relationship with God… the blessing of comprehending one is a 
beloved child of God; the One who was and is and will forever be faithful, loving, 
forgiving, encouraging, grace-filled, hope-filled… beyond all human words and 
understanding.     
 
The parabolic promises in God’s Word are inclusive and encouraging, yet there is also a 
challenge to these promises… a call to action!  Will I see the pearl of great price?  Will I 
know how valuable it is? Will I invest everything to have it?  Or will I take the risk of 
mixing in with the world – as yeast?   Will I study and meditate on scripture so I can gain 
a storehouse of wisdom that can be shared with others?  
 
With each parable… each word picture… each comparison and challenge, Jesus invites 
us to consider and contemplate God’s kin’dom from many perspectives.  He uses 
practical illustrations to capture our imagination and draw from our own lived 
experiences, to more fully glimpse the kin(g)dom in our communities… in ourselves… 
and then he asks, “Do you get it?” “Do you understand?”       

Which parable speaks to you today?   Perhaps in these COVID days when many have 
taken up baking or are preparing more meals at home, the image of yeast is 
captivating?  Perhaps, in the midst of our COVID chaos, we are looking for meaning 
and purpose… so the images of treasure or a pearl is enticing?  Maybe, in our 
longing… our yearning for community and face-to-face activities to resume, the image 
of the net speaks to you? 
 
I invite you to pick the image, promise and the challenge that seems most interesting 
and exciting to you; the one that is speaking to you today and focus on it.  Write down 
the parable.  What is it telling you?  What is it teaching you?  How do you respond to 
this challenge in your life?  What aspect of God’s kin’dom is this new knowledge 
pointing to?  In silence… ponder… pray… listen  
 
______________ 
The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us how something so small, that it is invisible to 
the eye, can grow rapidly and exponentially into a destructive force that consumes all 
our attention and resources, as individuals, communities, nations, and as a world.  
Likewise, the kin’dom of God, while at first invisible and hidden, grows and spreads… 
transforms and touches all creation.  It does not produce cowardice and retreat: it 



electrifies people with abandon, courage, and joy.  The kingdom of God doesn’t close 
us to the world—it opens us to it! 
 
Frederick Beuchner, theologian, preacher, poet and novelist offers us these words;  “If 
we only had eyes to see and ears to hear and wits to understand, we would know that 
the Kingdom of God in the sense of holiness, goodness, beauty is as close as breathing 
and is crying out to born both within ourselves and within the world; we would know that 
the Kingdom of God is what we all of us hunger for above all other things even when we 
don’t know its name or realize that it’s what we’re starving to death for. The Kingdom of 
God is where our best dreams come from and our truest prayers. We glimpse it at those 
moments when we find ourselves being better than we are and wiser than we know. We 
catch sight of it when at some moment of crisis a strength seems to come to us that is 
greater than our own strength. The Kingdom of God is where we belong. It is home, and 
whether we realize it or not, I think we are all of us homesick for it.”  

 
May we who seek God’s kingdom, find it is wherever God is; around us… beyond us...  
with us… within us. And in finding it, may we come to more fully understand the value of 
the treasure.  May this treasure bring us joy; a joy that empowers us to rise above life’s 
difficult circumstances… and works through us to point others to the hope God offers 
all. And in all we do… as we serve and share Jesus, may our work and witness as a 
community of faith… as people of faith… as followers of Jesus, call us and others 
home… to the safety and shelter… the love and life… the parabolic promises, 
presence, and peace that IS God’s kin’dom here, now and forevermore!  Hallelujah!  
AMEN! 

 

 

 

Ministry of Music: You Are Mine                         ~David Haas 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBPA4mIJ5NY – words on screen, visuals 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9iTK4Ryq5M – vocals only 

 

 

We Respond 

Minute for Mission:    Widening the Welcome 

The United Church of Christ USA is a full communion partner of The United Church of 
Canada. Every few years, it organizes a national conference called Widening the 
Welcome (WtW) jointly hosted by its Disabilities Ministries and Mental Health Network. 
The conference is one way for the church to become more accessible. The event is 
packed with speakers, worship, workshops, and networking opportunities. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBPA4mIJ5NY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9iTK4Ryq5M


For the WtW conference in November 2018, The United Church of Canada sent a small 
delegation of people with disabilities, and their allies. They were all committed to the 
United Church’s desire to become a more open, accessible, and barrier-free church 
where people with disabilities can fully participate in all areas of the church’s life.  

The United Church of Canada offered financial support for people to attend the 
conference, which was possible through Mission & Service. Some delegates would not 
have been able to attend without this support.  

The delegates found the conference an amazing learning experience and came back 
from it transformed and even more passionate about disability ministries. One of them 
said, “I came back with strong enthusiasm to share this knowledge with my church and 
promote accessibility in The United Church of Canada.” Moved by the conference, other 
delegates have created and led worship and offered educational sessions in their own 
ministry contexts. Through Mission & Service, people of The United Church of Canada 
have been inspired to make the church even more open, accessible, and barrier-free for 
all!  

If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of your life, thank you so much! If 
you have not given, please join me in making Mission & Service giving a regular part of 
your life of faith. Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service. 

 

Presentation of the Offering  
God gives us the opportunity to share from our bounty for the ministries and mission of 
Christ’s church that His redeeming love and God’s inclusive, welcoming kin’dom may be 
known to all people. Let us joyfully offer our gifts, tithes, offerings and praise to nurture 
and nourish this Holy work! 

Prayer of Dedication 
Holy One, receive our gifts and our lives. Use all of these blessings… each giver and 
gift, to build and bring forth your kin’dom; your justice and joy, peace and provision, love 
and life-breath of care and concern for this world which you have loaned to us for 
safekeeping.   In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 

 
 
Prayers of the People 
Our gracious and ever loving God, 
we come in the midst of summer 
looking for refreshment. 
We rest in the knowledge 
of the wonderful works you have done for us, 
and of the deep and abiding love you have for us 
and for all peoples… for all creation. 
Thank you…  



 
God of amazing surprises, 
how easy it is for us to focus on the big picture  
and forget how change comes in the smallest of ways,  
in our hearts, our spirits, and then in our actions.  
We have gathered this day, coming from different experiences,  
to hear your Word of love, your promise of presence, your hope for all.  
 
This day, we offer our prayers for our friends and family members  
who are in need of your healing and forgiveness.  
We come, seeking your presence  
for many in need of comfort, assurance, 
compassion and encouragement.  
We pray, for the needs of many... already known to you, 
Still our hearts are heavy with concern and care… for neighbours and strangers… 
communities and countries. 
Hear our/my prayers for… 
(offered aloud or in silence)  
 
Oh, how we withhold ourselves from you! 
We pray for others easily.   
We hold their troubles and trials with heaviness…  
and seek your wisdom, words, and caring actions.  
Yet we have a hard time imagining our own worth; 
often seeing ourselves as insignificant in your kingdom.  
 
Yet you have poured your love on us.  
You have given us the seeds of hope and compassion.  
You have called us the treasure that is meant to enrich the world.  
Help us be Your people who are so confident in your presence,  
we dare to step out in faith; 
working for you in places of need and strife;  
witnessing to your love in all that we do;  
proclaiming your presence with our mouths and our actions; 
giving voice to your promise for all peoples… all creation… 
of our worth… our ability to be transformed by your love…. 
our capacity to be changed and to be agents of your redeeming change in the world. 
 
God of all,  
you call us to be your treasures,  
to love and serve you by helping others.  
Jesus reminds us  
we are like mustard seeds who can grow into mighty shelters for the abandoned;  
we are like yeast placed in flour which causes dough to rise and be fruitful for the 
nourishment of God’s people,  
and we are also nets, cast into the unknown seas… our communities and beyond  



to gather your people… to share your love… to offer your hope… speak your peace… 
seek your justice… offer your encouragement… and to love as you love… 
 
Bless us.   
By your Spirit encourage and equip us. 
Give us words and the ability to listen. 
Grant us courage and the capacity to risk and dare. 
Show us how to seek out your presence… see your treasure…  
in the other and in ourselves,  
so we can grow in your likeness and strengthen our partnership  
in your mission and ministry in the world. 
This we pray in the Name and Spirit of Jesus, saying:  

  
The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)    VU 921 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever.  AMEN 
 

 

 

We Go Forth to Serve in Love’s Name! 

 
In 2019, the world lost a bright light and a beautiful voice when Rachel Held Evans died 
at age 37 from an allergic reaction to a medication she was given for an infection.  
Rachel, the author of best-sellers ‘A Year of Biblical Womanhood’ and ‘Searching for 
Sundays’ offers us her thoughts on today’s theme: 
 
“The kingdom, Jesus taught, is right here--present yet hidden, immanent yet 
transcendent. It is at hand--among us and beyond us, now and not-yet. The kingdom of 
heaven, he said, belongs to the poor, the meek, the peacemakers, the merciful, and 
those who hunger and thirst for God. It advances not through power and might, but 
through missions of mercy, kindness, and humility. In this kingdom, many who are last 
will be first and many who are first will be last. The rich don't usually get it, Jesus said, 
but children always do. This is a kingdom whose savior arrives not on a warhorse, but a 
donkey, not through triumph and conquest, but through death and resurrection. This 
kingdom is the only kingdom that will last.” 
                                            ― Rachel Held Evans,  
                                     Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/58318491


Rachel was a treasure… taken too soon… like many we know… miss… cherish… 
May her words and wisdom… the words and wisdom of so many voices we have yet to 
summon, hear and listen to… May the Spirit speak through new observations and 
insights to bless, shape and invite us to a deeper understanding of and participation in 
God’s king’dom… here and now… and not yet!  
 

 
Hymn:  “The Kingdom of God Is Justice and Joy”    
(Tune: O Worship the King                Words: Bryn Rees) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOrkdW5NAM0   words on screen 

 
1. 
The Kingdom of God is justice and joy, 
For Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 
God’s power and glory in Jesus we know, 
And here and hereafter the Kingdom shall grow. 

2. 
The Kingdom of God is mercy and grace  
The captives are freed, the sinners find place. 
The outcasts are welcomed God’s banquet to share 
And hope is awakened in place of despair. 
 
3. 
The Kingdom of God is challenge and choice 
Believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross, 
Our crisis of judgement for gain and for loss. 
  
4. 
God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal, 
In Jesus begun, in heaven made whole  
The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call  
And all things cry “Glory!” to God All in All. 
 

 
Sending Forth: (responsively) 
With a song of praise on our lips, 
  we go forth to bless. 
With a commitment to usher in God’s kingdom, 
  we go forth to seek justice  
With the love of Jesus in our hearts, 
  we go forth to serve. 
With all that we are and all we can be, 
  we go forth in Love’s Name and Way to point all to the kin’dom that is here! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOrkdW5NAM0


SEASON of PENTECOST - WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sun. August 2, 2020 – agape meal  

“The Gift of Leftovers” 

Genesis 32: 22-31, Matthew 14: 13-21 

 

Sun. August 9, 2020   

“Wave Walking” 

Matthew 14: 22-33 

 

Sun. August 16, 2020   

“Faith & Crumbs” 

Matthew 15: 10-28  

 

Sun. August 23, 2020   

“Birthing New Possibilities” 

Exodus 1: 8-2:10, Matthew 16: 13-20 

 

 
 


