
Carlisle & Kilbride United Churches – 10 am 

July 12, 2020    

6th Sunday After Pentecost 

 

To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship: 

Who or what has nurtured your faith, providing good soil for you to grow in? 

 

  

 
We Gather 

Acknowledgement of the Land:  Mississauga - Ojibwe 
Long, long ago, the Great Spirit created the heavens and the earth, stars and planets 
and galaxies.  Kitchi-Manitou created all living creatures – those in the rivers, lakes and 
oceans; animals and birds; and people and urged all to live in harmony. 

This land where we gather today has been inhabited for generations beyond our 
knowing.  Before people arrived from across the seas, this land was home to nations of 
indigenous people, most recently known as the Mississaugas of the New Credit.  They 
lived, loved, raised children and made a living.  They lived in harmony with all that 
Creator had made. 
As we worship today, we recognize the traditional inhabitants of this land.   
We give thanks for this land on which we meet. 
We acknowledge that our history together has included a great cost to aboriginal 
people, and we commit ourselves to living out our Christian faith as followers of Jesus 
who called us to be partners in healing and reconciliation. 
 
Silence 
 
WELCOME / Celebrations / Announcements    

  



Call to Worship:  (responsively) 

One: God scatters seeds of reconciliation and love, and waits…. 
ALL: Too often they land on flat pathways or rocky roads and won’t take root…. 
One: God scatters the seeds of healing and hope, and waits…. 
ALL: Shallowness and fear claim the seeds and they cannot live. 
One: God scatters the seeds of redemption and peace, and waits…. 
ALL: Sewn with the promise of deep growth; where what is planted will cast down 
strong roots. 
One: And today as God sews new seeds! 
ALL: May our hearts be the rich soil where God’s love, peace, hope and promises 
take root. 

 

Hymn:  “For the Fruit of All Creation”                        VU 227 
words on screen 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbBUFSOkbdM 
 
1 
For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.  
For the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God.  
For the ploughing, sowing, reaping,  
silent growth while we are sleeping,  
future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God.  
 
2  
In the just reward of labour, God’s will is done.  
In the help we give our neighbour, God’s will is done.  
In our worldwide task of caring  
for the hungry and despairing,  
in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done.  
 
3 
For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.  
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.  
For the wonders that astound us,  
for the truths that still confound us,  
most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbBUFSOkbdM


Opening Prayer:  (in unison) 
Seed-scattering God, we come with so many things on our hearts and minds.  
Some are very positive and cause us to celebrate  
Some fill us with great worry, pain, doubt and fear.  
By Your Spirit, settle us into the rich soil of your presence. 
Nourish us by your Word so we may receive your seeds of Wisdom and grow. 
Pour you love upon us to bring forth new life. 
Bless us, encourage us, tend to the soil of our beings,  
so we may sow Your seeds of peace, love, hope and justice  
in the gardens and fields… the workplaces and rest places… our church and our 
community; in each place you call us to serve and grow in the Way of Jesus. 
 
 
Ministry of Music:  Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9VuPi0RRaM 

 

Lesson for the Young and Young at Heart   

 

Item: packets of unlabeled seeds (bird seed) for everyone 

 

How many of you do or have ever done some type of gardening? 

 

What do you need to “garden”?  - soil, seeds, containers, water, tools, gloves…  

 

How do you plant seeds?    - read the packet, follow instructions, make   

       trenches, sow seeds as described…  

 

What do you do to nurture the growth?   - water, shelter from storms/sun/wind 

 

Today we hear of our God who is so grace-filled… so loved filled…  

so filled with hope… and the possibility of creating a new thing… 

the Gardener throws… scatters…  this abundance of seeds…. EVERYWHERE! 

There are no carefully tilled gardens… no furrows in fields… 

There is no equi-distant planting… no compost, manure or added nutrients! 

 

Our God randomly… generously… casts the seeds…    

sows seeds of hope, peace, justice and joy… 

seeds of love, reconciliation, compassion and care 

trusting some will fall on good soil… a glorious harvest will come! 

 

May all who have ears hear… And may our hearts and soil be open…  

ready to be surprised, and nourished by the bounty of the waiting harvest!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9VuPi0RRaM


We Are Renewed 

 
For Illumination:  “Open My Eyes, That I May See”   VU 371 
words on screen – ***additional verse! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=btTEJqkwas4  
 
1  
Open my eyes, that I may see  
glimpses of truth thou hast for me;  
place in my hands the wonderful key  
that shall unclasp and set me free.  
  Silently now I wait for thee,  
  ready, my God, thy will to see.  
  Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!  
 

2  
Open my ears, that I may hear  
voices of truth thou sendest clear;  
and while the wavenotes fall on my ear,  
everything false will disappear.  

Silently now I wait for thee,  
ready, my God, thy will to see.  
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!  

 
*** 
Open my mind, that I may read 
more of your love in Word and deed. 
What shall I fear while yet Thou dost lead? 
Only for light from Thee, I plead. 
  Silently now I wait for thee, 
  ready my God, thy will to see. 
  Open my mind, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 
3  
Open my mouth, and let me bear  
gladly the warm truth everywhere;  
open my heart and let me prepare  
love with thy children thus to share.  

Silently now I wait for thee,  
ready, my God, thy will to see.  
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!  

  
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=btTEJqkwas4


Psalm 119: 105-112                 Good News Translation 

If you like word puzzles you might be familiar with the puzzle type called an acrostic!  

What is an Acrostic Puzzle? You might ask? 

 

An acrostic puzzle is sort of a hybrid between a cryptogram and a crossword puzzle. 
Your goal is to reveal a hidden quote in the grid at the top by correctly answering the 
crossword-style clues near the bottom of the puzzle. Each letter in the quote is linked to 
a letter in one of the clue answers. As you fill in more and more answers, more letters 
will begin to fill the quote grid, until eventually the entire quote is revealed!   
 
Likewise, Biblical scholars are in agreement that the entirety of Psalm 119 is an acrostic 
poem consisting of 22 sections where the lines of each section begin with the 14th letter 
in the Hebrew alphabet “Nun” (pronounced noon). And each line contains synonyms for 
the Torah: word, ordinance, law, precept, decree, statute ---- quite clever of the author!   
 
The whole psalm is a meditation on the Torah giving thanks for the illuminating, guiding 
Word of God.  Reading from the Good News Translation, Psalm 119, verses 105-112:   
 
105 Your word is a lamp to guide me 
    and a light for my path. 
106 I will keep my solemn promise 
    to obey your just instructions. 
107 My sufferings, LORD, are terrible indeed; 
    keep me alive, as you have promised. 
108 Accept my prayer of thanks, O LORD, 
    and teach me your commands. 
109 I am always ready to risk my life; 
    I have not forgotten your law. 
110 The wicked lay a trap for me, 
    but I have not disobeyed your commands. 
111 Your commandments are my eternal possession; 
    they are the joy of my heart. 
112 I have decided to obey your laws 
    until the day I die. 



Ministry of Music: Thy Word   The Mullett Family 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Afz0q0cQjlI 
 
 
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23                      The Message  

 

Today’s Gospel lesson from Matthew’s telling is the parable of the sower and the seed.  
Set in two parts, the first section has Jesus using a parable to teach his followers, and 
the second part present a typical allegorical explanation of it.  This method of 
interpretation was popular in the later part of the 1st century and in the 2nd century.  It 
may have been added to the original parable and had one intended meaning; God will 
bless the work of Jesus and the disciples abundantly, so do not be discouraged!  A 
timeless message for all who follow His Way!  

Reading from The Message, Matthew 13, verses 1-9 and 18-23: 

13 1-3 At about that same time Jesus left the house and sat on the beach. In no time at 
all a crowd gathered along the shoreline, forcing him to get into a boat. Using the boat 
as a pulpit, he addressed his congregation, telling stories. 

3-8 “What do you make of this? A farmer planted seed. As he scattered the seed, some 
of it fell on the road, and birds ate it. Some fell in the gravel; it sprouted quickly but didn’t 
put down roots, so when the sun came up it withered just as quickly. Some fell in the 
weeds; as it came up, it was strangled by the weeds. Some fell on good earth, and 
produced a harvest beyond his wildest dreams. 

9 “Are you listening to this? Really listening?” 

 
Jesus goes on to explain the parable in the second part of our Gospel lesson: 
 

18-19 “Study this story of the farmer planting seed. When anyone hears news of the 
kingdom and doesn’t take it in, it just remains on the surface, and so the Evil One 
comes along and plucks it right out of that person’s heart. This is the seed the farmer 
scatters on the road. 

20-21 “The seed cast in the gravel—this is the person who hears and instantly responds 
with enthusiasm. But there is no soil of character, and so when the emotions wear off 
and some difficulty arrives, there is nothing to show for it. 

22 “The seed cast in the weeds is the person who hears the kingdom news, but weeds of 
worry and illusions about getting more and wanting everything under the sun strangle 
what was heard, and nothing comes of it. 

23 “The seed cast on good earth is the person who hears and takes in the News, and 
then produces a harvest beyond his wildest dream.” 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Afz0q0cQjlI


Message:  Disruptive Seeds, Soil & Sowing   Sue Cowan 

 

It is the seventh month of the first year in the third decade of the 21st century after the 
Good News of Jesus’ resurrection changed humanity’s understanding of the world. And 
STILL the disruption throughout creation is immeasurable. 

These past weeks, in outrage and frustration, citizens throughout the world have taken 
to the streets… to protest police violence… to protest all violence and oppression… to 
protest racist systems and racism… to stand against lockdown laws and mandatory 
masks as if the deadly virus has been remedied.  If, God willing, we are not about to 
experience a resurgence of sickness, then how ripe is the harvest? Even if we are again 
quarantined, the actions of the last weeks expose that we humans are definitely sheep 
in need of a shepherd. So today’s lesson from Matthew is indeed challenging! 
 
Jesus has just had a bit of a run in with his family!  They disagree about allegiances.  
His mother and brothers have come and beckoned him, believing his first allegiance 
should be his family.  Yet Jesus believes otherwise, and remains with his followers… 
reframes who is “my family”… continues teaching and preaching… and it is here, our 
scripture begins, “That same day…” 
 
That same day Jesus leaves the house (or perhaps stomps?!) goes to the lakeshore, 
sits down to teach… the posture assumed when one has something important to share!  
And that day he teaches using parables... stories that were rhetorical in nature… 
stories that were disruptive in nature… stories which were heard in one of two ways; 
either offensive or liberating!   
 
The offense in today’s parable is obvious if you are a gardener, a farmer or are familiar 
with farming because you know seed is a precious commodity!  It is not something you 
spread on rocky ground or cast indiscriminately on pathways or the roadside near your 
fields!  Nor do you sow seeds in the midst of thistles and other weeds!  Yes, when you 
sow… be it by hand or machine, some seed will fall in these places, yet it is not done 
with intention!  What you do deliberately is sow seeds in good soil, right?  You sow in 
the places where you know the seed has the greatest opportunity to germinate and 
sprout… to grow and eventually produce a harvest! 
 
Yet there are others who hear this parable as Good News!  They love that the Sower is 
reckless in throwing the seeds everywhere!  They get excited by the disorder… the 
randomness… the liberating qualities of the Sower, and they know from lived 
experience how seeds take root and grow in the most unlikely (and often unwelcomed) 
cracks and crevices… between rocks and by the roadside!  You have to love the 
resilience of some of those seeds even if it drives you crazy! 
 
Like the original hearers, there is something about a parable that unnerves you… calling 
something you thought you knew into question.  The parable elicits an immediate 
response… a desire to fix… or to figure it out, yet in reality it invites us to sit in the 
space of the parallelism… to imagine… ponder… reflect on what happens in the story, 



and how we are called to  respond.   
 
Jesus comments on privilege… ears to hear and eyes to see, yet many that day do not 
hear and cannot see.  So he explains… that with privilege and blessing… knowledge, 
wisdom and insight also comes responsibility… to share what we hear and what we 
know… to be light… bear witness… to help enlighten others to God’s truth and Christ’s 
Way!  The parable is not about power over… or power against, rather it’s an invitation to 
be a witness… an ally… an accomplice… to offer Jesus’ hope to a world that is 
struggling (like in Jesus’ day) for a sign… for a purpose… for encouragement… and for 
assurance the current reality we are living… COVID, the environmental mess, the 
divisive political scene, the continued oppression of many at the hands of the rich, 
powerful and privileged  isn’t all there is!  Surely there is more! 
 
Jesus shares that sometimes this sign does not come in the way we expect… that we 
may be looking for something we may not recognize when it shows up.  Neither does he 
allegorize the notion of fruit-bearing.  He tells us what the soils are.  He tells us what the 
seed is.  He tells us what adverse circumstances are.  And then he asks if we have 
eyes to see and ears to hear! 
 
In light of the current pandemic and protests demanding justice (in many forms) and the 
dismantling of systems of racism and oppressions that are centuries old, we may 
wonder whether our words matter… whether our actions matter… whether anything we 
say or do will matter… will change all that needs to be dismantled, reimagined and 
reconstructed.  In light of our current reality, what does it mean to bear fruit?  To help 
God yield an abundant harvest?  
 
What might it look like if we generously used all of our blessings… our resources… 
shared the seeds of inclusive love, abiding peace, reconciliation and justice, Holy joy 
like the Sower in our story?  What if we were to be wild… unafraid… less concerned 
about results (that we often measure as a way of validating our success or failure) and 
put more trust in the Sower and the seeds?  What if we were to tend to our own soil… 
our prayer and study time… with great intention so we are able and open to receive the 
Sower’s seed?   
 
The Sower sows the same seed… the same message to all the various soils… yet there 
is the soil that rejects the seed, the soil that closes it out, the soil the gives it place to 
take root yet will not let it get too established, the soil that welcomes the seed… tends to 
the seed… nurtures the seed… encourages and sustains the seeds… helps the seed 
come to fruition and then shares the seeds with others!  What soil are you? 
 
And just as important… if not more, is what God has done… is doing… will do in us and 
through us, when we offer to be seed bearers… seed casters… seed receivers… seed 
sharers… We may not know who has ears to hear or eyes to see.  We may never know 
how our actions and words impact others, yet they do.  And we may not know how our 
living speaks more than volumes about who we are and whose we are, yet it does!   
 



Like dandelions that somehow find a way to grow in the cracks and crevices of our 
sidewalks, God’s love has a way of growing in the hardest places… in the cracks and 
crevices of our beings… in our families, our church and our world. God’s Word has a 
way of taking root, when and where we least expect it!  Jesus teaches when we love 
wildly… if we sow peace wildly… if we share God’s Word wildly… and shine Christ’s 
hope with all… the harvest will come!    
  
May we… may all who have ears to hear and eyes to see… minds open and spirits 
willing to receive the seeds God is planting this day!  May we have the grace to water, 
fertilize and nurture the growth in ourselves and others!   May we, have resilience and 
fortitude… the commitment and trust to sow God seeds wildly… randomly… 
abundantly, so together we WILL bring forth God’s harvest for generations to come, for 
the glory of the Divine Sower!  AMEN and AMEN! 
 
 

 

 

Hymn:    “Soil of God, You and I”                    MV 154 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWnDCPQki3M 
 
 
1. Soil of God, you and I, stand ready to bear 
  seeds of faith nourished by God’s tender care. 
  Growing in everyone for here God is found. 
  All stand together, we are Holy ground. 

2. Soil of God, you and I, now ready to be 
  part of God’s promise, for others to see. 
  Open to everyone for here God is found. 
  All stand together, we are Holy ground. 

3. Soil of God, you and I, now called to re-birth, 
  joining as partners with all of the earth. 
  Living in harmony for here God is found. 
  All stand together, this is Holy ground. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWnDCPQki3M


We Respond 

Minute for Mission:   Growing a Green Legacy 

 

Our gifts for Mission & Service fully support the Embracing the Spirit grant program for 

communities of faith with innovative ideas.  

 

Westmount Park United Church in Montreal, Quebec, has been able to grow its initial 
grant into a Faith in Nature vision of the church—a belief that nature connects us all. As 
well as monthly Climate Cafés and a cooperative garden on its front lawn, Westmount 
Park advocates for the environment in its local community.  

Ginkgo biloba trees have become symbols of hope for Hiroshima survivors because the 
trees grew leaves again after the atomic bombing of 1945. In partnership with Green 
Legacy Hiroshima, a Japanese organization that shares seeds across the world for a 
nuclear-free planet, Westmount Park was one of three faith organizations that received 
gingko seeds that are growing into strong trees. The physical existence and history of 
those seeds tell a powerful story, and their very presence provides a living link between 
the people of Hiroshima and Montreal— and Westmount Park United Church.  

If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of your life, thank you so much! If 
you have not given, please join me in making Mission & Service giving a regular part of 
your life of faith. Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service.  

 
 
Presentation of the Offering  
As we share our morning offering, remember all the ways in which God has entered 
your life and be grateful.  Reflect on the seeds you are planting today… through the 
offering of time, talents, treasures and your lives, and be thankful.  For we are both the 
soil and the seeds… and like God, are invited to sow generously!  

Prayer of Dedication 
Gardener God, thank you for all the blessings you have poured into our lives. Receive 
these gifts that they may become seeds of Your hope… your peace… your justice… 
and your love. AMEN 
 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Generous God,  
We thank you for this day… for our blessings…  
for the message of Jesus and for your Spirit that helps us interpret it. 
We thank you for your loving Word has been sown extravagantly in our hearts!   



We praise you for how it lies within us;  
waiting for the right moment, the right conditions, 

to sprout, to grow, to burst forth into bloom.   
 
We thank you for how… even when the ground seems to others to not be good, 
you continue to sow… randomly… abundantly…  
and for how in the end… when we are willing to let your Word take root, the yield is rich!   
 
We pray O God that we might be willing… 
willing to receive your word from many sources and understandings… 
willing to hear… and deeply listen… 
willing to wrestle with your truth… your will… your way… 
willing to wit with your word… ponder and pray… 
  and discern your meaning for our lives… and our livine… 
willing to open our minds… our understanding… our hearts…  
willing to grow….  
willing to produce further seeds  
willing to extravagantly sow your seeds… share your word with others… 
Willing to trust wholeheartedly in you… that the harvest will be bountiful… 
abundant beyond our human imagining. 
 
Bless we pray today, Divine Sower,  
and by your Spirit touch all whose hearts are like hardened paths… 
all who travel  in rocky places and places… 
all who are burdened by the cares of the world pressing upon them… 
the heaviness of caring for others… supporting the elderly… 
nurturing children and grand-children… and their parents… 
all who are struggling and stretched by life… and by the pandemic. 
 
Be present with people… who are burdened by illness…  
isolated by despair… feel an absence of hope… 
May your grace-filled touch provide comfort… 
your life-giving Word be a source of encouragement… 
your abiding love calm hearts and minds that fear and worry… 
live with anxiety… need rest.   
 
We name this day…    and entrust them to your loving care. 
 
Thank you, for the intimacy of this time with you…  
for the strength, the joy and the peace that you grant.   
Help us be the soil that tends to your seeds, praises your name always, trusts 
unswervingly, generously and seeks to bear your fruit and bring forth your harvest.  
Guide our steps and guard our lives.   
For there is work… your work… Christ’s work awaiting us all!   
Bless this work… bless the sowers… the seeds… the soil… 



 
We offer this prayer and the prayers of all of our hearts, as we share Jesus’ prayer, 
saying: 

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)    VU 921 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever.  AMEN 
 

We Go Forth to Serve in Love’s Name! 

 
From the prophet Isaiah:    (Isaiah 55:10-13 Good News Translation) 
 

10 “My word is like the snow and the rain 
    that come down from the sky to water the earth. 
 They make the crops grow 
    and provide seed for planting and food to eat. 
11 So also will be the word that I speak— 
    it will not fail to do what I plan for it; 
    it will do everything I send it to do. 

12 “You will leave Babylon (Carlisle or Kilbride… Mountsberg or Waterdown…) with joy; 
    you will be led out of the city in peace. 
The mountains and hills will burst into singing, 
    and the trees will shout for joy. 
13 Cypress trees will grow where now there are briers; 
    myrtle trees will come up in place of thorns. 
This will be a sign that will last forever, 
    a reminder of what I, the LORD, have done.” 

 
Hymn:  “Christ Taught Us of a Farmer ”   
(Tune: The Church’s One Foundation   Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette) Used by permission 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qgiJCD6pjA 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qgiJCD6pjA


1.  Christ taught us of a farmer who went out sowing seeds. 
A few had trouble growing among the rocks and weeds. 
Yet others grew till harvest in soil that was so good. 
O God, you sow the gospel: The seed is your own word. 
 
2.  You sowed your word of love here so many years ago.  
Your message found a welcome; your word began to grow. 
By grace, this church was built here by saints who followed you. 
The seed took root and flourished: we hear and follow, too. 
 
3.  We thank you for each person who lives in loving ways, 
For all who seek to serve you without expecting praise. 
For hearts and songs uplifted, for work and sacrifice. 
The seed you planted grows here: we grow in Jesus Christ. 
 
4.  In times of joy we praise you, in struggling times we search, 
And always we are learning to be your faithful church. 
Your Spirit gives us vision, and hearts and lives made new. 
Your harvest is for sharing: sent out, we work for you. 

 
Sending Forth: (responsively) 
Go forth as God's people. 
  We will sow seeds of love and joy in the world. 
Go, as Christ's disciples. 
  We will sow seeds of justice and hope  
  in oppression-strewn paths. 
Go, in the Spirit's love. 
  We will sow seeds of peace and reconciliation  
  in every corner of creation. 
 
Sung: “Isaiah 55 – You Shall Go Out With Joy”           VU 884 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJeTbPoiNm0   
3x thru each time progressively faster – clapping in verses 2 & 3 
 
You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace; 
the mountains and the hills will break forth before you; 
there’ll be shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field 
will clap, will clap their hands! 
 
And all the trees of the fields will clap their hands, (clap, clap) 
the trees of the fields will clap their hands (clap, clap) 
the trees of the fields will clap their hands (clap, clap) 
while you go out with joy! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJeTbPoiNm0


 
 
What soil are you?  What seeds are you receiving & planting? 
How will you respond to the current disruptions in your life?   

SEASON of PENTECOST - WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sun. July 19, 2020  

“Seeds and Weeds” 

Psalm 139, Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 

Sun. July 26, 2020  

“The Kin’dom of God” 

Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 

 

Sun. August 2, 2020 – agape meal  

“The Gift of Leftovers” 

Genesis 32: 22-31, Matthew 14: 13-21 

 

Sun. August 9, 2020   

“Wave Walking” 

Matthew 14: 22-33 

 

Sun. August 16, 2020   

“Faith & Crumbs” 

Matthew 15: 10-28  

 

Sun. August 23, 2020   

“Birthing New Possibilities” 

Exodus 1: 8-2:10, Matthew 16: 13-20 


