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How many of you are familiar with the story of Beauty and the Beast?  The original French story was 

published in 1740, however most of us are probably more familiar with the Walt Disney animated 

classic from 1991, the 2017 remake with Emma Watson and Dan Stevens or perhaps you have seen one 

of the many touring companies of the Broadway musical?  

 

It is the story of a peasant man who steals some food from the grounds of a huge castle which is 

inhabited by a beast.  The beast catches him and says, "I’m going to put you in my dungeon and you 

will be my prisoner forever, unless you send your beautiful daughter to live with me." And to cut a long 

story short the daughter decides she will save her father by going to the castle and living with the beast. 

 

Now of course, unbeknownst to everyone, the Beast is really a handsome prince who’s been turned into 

a hideous beast by a fairy after he refuses to let her in from the rain, and the only way this curse can be 

broken is for him to find true love; despite the way he looks, despite his appearance, despite his 

ugliness. He has to be loved as a beast before he can return to being a handsome young prince.   

In the closing scenes the Beast lies dying from a wound inflicted by his enemy, Gaston. And it is in this 

moment Belle (the “Beauty”) confesses her love for the Beast and gives him the kiss that breaks the 

evil spell!  Just think about how simple and yet how profound a fairy tale can be. He has to be loved as 

one who is… the unlovely, before he can be set free… to love and be loved!   

G.K. Chesterton, a British lay theologian, poet, great thinker and writer was a big defender of fairy 

tales.  When he reflected on Beauty and the Beast, one of his favourites, he said “someone treated like 

an animal will become an animal, while someone treated with worth, dignity and beauty as a human 

being, will become a human being.” The unlovely must be deeply loved before they become lovable. 

‘While we were still sinners, Christ died for us… While we were still unlovely because of our sin, 

Christ showed his love for us by dying for us.’  

Today, in our scriptures, God shows us how to love the unlovely. Yet unfortunately human love is 

conditional.  We tend to love people who are beautiful, or who have great personalities, or who we find 

attractive in some way.  We often live by the philosophy that there is something or someone out there 

worthy of our love.  It might be a person. It might be a car. It might be a place… doesn’t really matter 

what it is… yet it’s so attractive and so alluring we will give our self to it, and will bond ourselves with 

it, because of its beauty… because of its worthiness of our love.   That’s the condition!   And if that 

object changes… if that person becomes less beautiful, less attractive, less worthy of our attention – 

then our love often changes… because our human love is conditional.   

 

Thankfully God’s love is unconditional!  And the reason Beauty and the Beast is so profound?  It is  

actually not a fairy tale, rather it reflects the message of the gospel… the message that says "Radical 

love transforms people… into the fullness God desires for all!" Radical love frees people, to be 

celebrated, accepted, and loved for who God created them to be!  Loving the other, therefore is an 

expression of our love for God… who we see in the other and in ourselves!  

 

Loving the Unlovely…. Hmmmm   Loving the beast… the person who is different?  Loving our 

enemies or the neighbour who drives you nuts?  Loving the one who shuns you or whose gossip cuts 

you to the core? This isn’t easy!  Loving the one who takes you from your family and places you in a 

residential school… or marginalizes you with taunts and teasing so you stay in your PRIDE closet… 

unable to be your authentic self?  Loving the differently-abled by seeing past a wheelchair, limited 



cognitive capacity, schizophrenia, multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy, dementia… ?    

 

Loving beyond boundaries or borders… beyond gender, orientation, age, race or creed.  Loving the 

scarred and wounded, the broken and totally beastly… THIS is the love Jesus commands of us… the 

gospel love that reaches out to each of us, while we are still unlovable, and demonstrates a love that is 

without favouritism or preference… a love that is generously and abundantly shared… a love that is 

covenantal and relational rather than conditional… a love that is infinite and abiding, doesn’t exploit or 

harm… doesn’t come with a sense of entitlement, a hidden agenda, unreasonable expectations or more!   

 

THIS is the love Paul speaks of that grounds healthy and giving relationships… families, communities, 

communities of faith, the global village we inhabit called Earth.  It’s the love that is patient and kind… 

doesn’t boast or keep score.  It’s the love that isn’t about “me first”, but seeks the best for the other. It’s 

the love that doesn’t revel at the hardships of others, buts serves the other.  It’s the love that never gives 

up, seeks truth, always looks for the best, trusts God implicitly, hopes unswervingly and believes 

beyond belief love will ultimately lead to freedom, equality, equity, wholeness, life… abundant life!     

  

When Jesus loves the unlovely, a blind man sees… a woman stops bleeding… a paralytic walks. When 

Jesus loves the unlovable, forgiveness is granted… healing happens… systems are challenged, the 

oppressed receive hope. When Jesus loves…barriers and boundaries are transcended… freedom and 

abundant life are offered to all!  When Jesus loves the unlovely the world is changed… the rainbow’s 

promise is both embraced and lived out… the Spirit comes to transform lives and the way we live.   

 

So ultimately the decision is not about whether one small church, in one small town, puts one small 

rainbow, on one small sign and this proclaims we love like Jesus; it is about whether we as bearers of 

His name will open ourselves to truly see God in the other… will love beyond our biases and learned 

prejudices… our fears of difference and what the world deems lovely. For when we love like Jesus, the 

welcome of God is extended, the hospitality of Jesus is lived, the joy of belonging is realized… the 

kingdom of God draws near.  And together we realize the one we once feared, can become our friend… 

the one who once limited our abilities, has now helped us realize our greatest potential… loving the 

unlovable part of the other transforms the unlovable parts of ourselves… so we can live into the 

freedom and fullness God imagines for all peoples… and through our generous loving, we reveal, see, 

experience and know the One who IS love!         

Yes, B.K. Chesterton said, the unlovely must be deeply loved before they become lovable. ‘While we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us… While we were still unlovely because of our sin, Christ showed 

his love for us by dying for us.’   And praise God, Paul concludes his dissertation on love with words 

we have heard at weddings and funerals… words we lifted up, celebrated, stitched in samplers, plaqued 

and memorized… words that both challenge us and provide a source of hope for the way forward:  

“12 We don’t yet see things clearly. We’re squinting in a fog, peering through a mist. But it won’t be 

long before the weather clears and the sun shines bright! We’ll see it all then, see it all as clearly as 

God sees us, knowing him directly just as he knows us!  13 But for right now, until that completeness, 

we have three things to do to lead us toward that consummation: Trust steadily in God, hope 

unswervingly, love extravagantly. And the best of the three is love.”   (1 Corinthians 13: 12-13, The Message) 

Knowing this, may we dare to love deeply… love broadly… love all who God loves.  May we love in 

the Way of Jesus; inclusive, welcoming, accepting, life-changing.  May we love as the Spirit loves; 

boldly, wildly, transforming, abiding.  May we see, honour & experience the Holy in the other, and in 

ourselves… trusting Love WILL transform the world for the glory of God!  May it be so!  AMEN!   


