
Kilbride United Church – 9:30 am 

June 21, 2020 – Aboriginal Sunday 

3rd Sunday After Pentecost 

 
 

Gathering Music  “Love”                                                     Jonathan Maracle 

Jonathan is from Tyendinaga First Nations, near Deseronto, Ontario 

Jonathan also wrote our “Calling Song” for this morning. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5VguVRALbNk 

 

As the music is playing, fill a small dish/bowl with water. 

 

We Gather 
 

Acknowledgement of the Land:  Mississauga - Ojibwe 
Long, long ago, the Great Spirit created the heavens and the earth, stars and planets 
and galaxies.  Kitchi-Manitou created all living creatures – those in the rivers, lakes and 
oceans; animals and birds; and people and urged all to live in harmony. 

This land where we gather today has been inhabited for generations beyond our 
knowing.  Before people arrived from across the seas, this land was home to nations of 
indigenous people, most recently known as the Mississaugas of the New Credit.  They 
lived, loved, raised children and made a living.  They lived in harmony with all that 
Creator had made. 
 
As we worship today, we recognize the traditional inhabitants of this land.   
We give thanks for this land on which we meet. 
We acknowledge that our history together has included a great cost to aboriginal 
people, and we commit ourselves to living out our Christian faith as followers of Jesus 
who called us to be partners in healing and reconciliation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5VguVRALbNk


Silence 
 
WELCOME / Celebrations / Announcements    

 
Cleansing/Remembering our Baptism of Repentance 
Dip your fingers in the water and touch the top of your head, your 
eyes, ears, mouth and heart so you might come before the Creator 
with a clean and humble heart. 
 

 
Calling Song:  “There’s a River of Life”              MV 160 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x09GisPxmVM 
 
There’s a river of life 
that’s flowing from His throne, 
a river of life  
that’s flowing from His throne. 
Won’t you come on in and see? 
This river will set you free! 
Way yah hey yah, way yah hey yah, 
high yah way. 
 
 
 
Call to Worship:  (responsively) 
 
One: Living Water, let us drink deeply. 
ALL:  Ground of our Being, help us be rooted in you. 
One: Spirit Fire, burn in our hearts. 
ALL:  Spirit’s Breath, open the windows of our souls 
 to the refreshment of new life you offer. 
                                                                 from Where the Spirit Dwells, Glenys M. Huws 
                                       UCC Publishing House, 2007. pg 19.  Used by permission 
 
 
Hymn:  “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom”         MV 10 
     (alt. tune: Picardy – VU 111, 700)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_cltZRriOc 
musical interlude between verses 2 & 3 interlude after verse 3, repeat verse 
 
1. Come and seek the ways of Wisdom, 
  she who danced when earth was new. 
  Follow closely what she teaches, 
  for her words are right and true. 
  Wisdom clears the path to justice, 
  Showing us what love must do. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x09GisPxmVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_cltZRriOc


2. Listen to the voice of Wisdom, 
 crying in the market-place. 
 Hear the Word made flesh among us, 
 full of glory, truth, and grace. 
 When the word takes root and ripens, 
 peace and righteousness embrace. 
 
3. Sister Wisdom, come, assist us; 
 nurture all who seek rebirth. 
 Spirit guide and close companion, 
 bring to light our sacred worth.  
 Free us to become your people,  
 holy friends of God and earth. 
 

 

Opening  (responsively) 

One: Sometimes in our lives we make decisions  
 and we do something that we think is good and right.       
We have the best intentions,  
but we don’t really consider the people our decision will affect. 
We think we know what’s best for everyone 
when truly we have only considered our own desires. 
 
Then when we do harm to someone else’s life, we are sorry. 
Oh so deeply sorry, God. 
 
We wish we could back-pedal… 
we wish we could take it back… 
but the river of life flows in one direction only. 
No matter what we wish for, we must make the best of the situation we have now. 
 
As in our personal lives, so it is with your church, O God. 
Though we want to say we are not personally involved,  
we were not there… 
we didn’t do it… 
still we cannot absolve ourselves of blame individually. 
 
For the Church is the body of Christ and we are his arms and legs…his mouth and feet. 
We speak and walk… talk and act on Jesus’ behalf. 
So when the Church has sinned, we are all sinners…  
we share the guilt and we ask for forgiveness. 
 
As we look around at the results of our mistakes… the damaged lives… 
individuals devastated by alcoholism, unable to escape the grip of poverty 
your beloved caught up in a cycle of violence, abuse and shame, 



we are sorry beyond words… 
we wish we could go back and do it differently… 
but we cannot. 
 
For your gift of unstinting forgiveness,  
 that dawns with the sun into new beginnings and new possibilities… 
For the gift of healing that builds new connections and strengthens communities… 
For your call to live courageously… to face those we have wronged… 
and offer apology…  
we cannot respond with hollow words… rather we need mighty actions. 
 
Let us live with respect --- a deep abiding respect for all your children -- in your 
wondrous, beautiful, matchless creation, O Great Creator as we pray together: 
ALL: God of still waters, who guided our ancestors’ canoes 
across the rivers of this great land, hear our prayer now. 
 God of new beginnings, 
 be with us as we prepare to dip our paddle 
 into the turbulent rapids of our time. 
 May we live this prayer. AMEN                     
      by Edeana Malcolm, Grace UC, Edmonton 
 
Words of Grace and Assurance 
Each and every day God has made is a new day. 
Each and every day is a holy day. 
Each and every day is a day for loving God  
 for loving God’s creations… 
  and loving our neighbours as ourselves.   
   Amen and Amen 
 

 

Ministry of Music:  God Weeps (MV 78) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=caZ2w6M_EK0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=caZ2w6M_EK0


 
Video Clip:  All My Relations 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0rDt5NMk2I   
 

 
 
Travelling Song: “To Show by Touch and Word”     VU 427 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PT9S9gV7xmw 
 
1.  To show by touch and word devotion to the earth,  
to hold in full regard all life that comes to birth,  
we need, O God, the will to find  
the good you had of old in mind,  
 
2.  Renew our minds to choose the things that matter most,  
our hearts to long for truth till pride of self is lost.  
For every challenge that we face  
we need your guidance and your grace.  
 
3.  Let love from day to day be yardstick, rule, and norm,  
and let our lives portray your word in human form.  
Now come with us that we may have  

your wits about us where we live. 

 

We Are Renewed 

 
Matthew 5: 21-26            (Good News Translation) 

 
The gospel lesson this morning is quite simple and straight forward.  In this passage on 
conflict, Jesus teaches us many things… 
 
First, we are to be proactive.  Jesus says that if someone has done something against 
you… go!  Take the initiative!  Don’t wait for a lawyer’s letter or until you are dragged 
into court, rather be proactive in dealing with broken situations when you become aware 
of them. 
 
Then Jesus says we are to reconcile with our neighbour. The dictionary defines 
reconcile as to restore to friendship or harmony.  Reconciling, particularly in the case of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0rDt5NMk2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PT9S9gV7xmw


serious harm, is more than merely saying, “I’m sorry”.  There is a relationship to be 
restored, a friendship to be rebuilt, a living together to be harmonized. 
 
Lastly Jesus indicates that we should offer our gifts at the altar after the reconciling has 
been done.  Yes, there is a connection in right relationship with our neighbour and being 
in right relationship with God.  Harmony with God depends on harmony with our 
neighbour.  They are, in fact, interconnected.   
 
Reading from the Good News Translation, let us listen with our hearts to Jesus’ words 
shared in Matthew chapter 5, verses 21 to 26: 

21 “You have heard that people were told in the past, ‘Do not commit murder; anyone 
who does will be brought to trial.’ 22 But now I tell you: if you are angry with your brother 
you will be brought to trial, if you call your brother ‘You good-for-nothing!’ you will be 
brought before the Council, and if you call your brother a worthless fool you will be in 
danger of going to the fire of hell. 23 So if you are about to offer your gift to God at the 
altar and there you remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave 
your gift there in front of the altar, go at once and make peace with your brother, and 
then come back and offer your gift to God. 

25 “If someone brings a lawsuit against you and takes you to court, settle the dispute 
while there is time, before you get to court. Once you are there, you will be turned over 
to the judge, who will hand you over to the police, and you will be put in jail. 26 There you 
will stay, I tell you, until you pay the last penny of your fine. 

 

May we seek to live out the words of Jesus… acknowledging the hurt we have caused 
others… being proactive to reconcile… and building bridges of love; knowing that when 
we live in harmony with God’s beloved, we are living in true harmony with God.   
AMEN 

 
 
Reflection: The Gift in Apology   
  with thanks to Rev James Scott, UCC General Council    
  Officer for Residential Schools  
 
 

The Gift in Apology   June 21, 2020 - Aboriginal Sunday           Matthew 5: 21-26 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The year was 1986… when Nintendo made its debut, The Cosby Show and Family Ties were 

back-to-back hits on Thursday nights, Top Gun and Crocodile Dundee topped the box office and 

the Montreal Canadians were basking in their 23rd Stanley Cup.  It was 1986 when over 5 million 

people joined hands from New York City to Long Beach California to raise awareness and 

money to fight hunger and homelessness, the Irish held a referendum to uphold a ban on divorce 



and Prince Andrew married Sarah Ferguson at Westminster Abbey (obviously not in Ireland)!  It 

was the year of the Challenger disaster, Argentina winning the World Cup of Soccer and the 

United Church’s triennial gathering in Sudbury Ontario where commissioners from all corners of 

our church worshipped, prayed, and conducted the business that was before them.   

 

And it was in 1986 in Sudbury when The United Church of Canada became acutely aware her 

Aboriginal brothers and sisters felt wronged by the United Church, as Alberta Billy spoke 

passionately from her heart, expressing the deep need for an apology for what the church had 

done to Aboriginal people.   

In response, then Moderator Rev. Robert Smith offered these words to the First Peoples:  
 “Long before my people journeyed to this land your people were here, and you received 

from your Elders an understanding of creation and of the Mystery that surrounds us all that was 

deep, and rich, and to be treasured.  

 We did not hear you when you shared your vision. In our zeal to tell you of the good news 

of Jesus Christ we were closed to the value of your spirituality.  

 We confused Western ways and culture with the depth and breadth and length and height 

of the gospel of Christ.  

 We imposed our civilization as a condition for accepting the gospel.  

 We tried to make you be like us and in so doing we helped to destroy the vision that made 

you what you were. As a result you, and we, are poorer and the image of the Creator in us is 

twisted, blurred, and we are not what we are meant by God to be.  

 We ask you to forgive us and to walk together with us in the Spirit of Christ so that our 

peoples may be blessed and God's creation healed”. 

The 1986 apology was offered with heartfelt sincerity.  It acknowledged the church’s own legacy 

of attitudes of cultural and spiritual superiority.  It named the denominations own blindness to 

the values and gifts of native peoples and their spirituality.  It confirmed our own complicity in 

the destruction of Aboriginal culture, yet was it enough?  It took two years for the First Nations 

peoples to respond and in the wisdom of the Elders the apology was received and acknowledged, 

yet it would not be accepted until it was lived out in action.  The church was being challenged to 

“walk the talk”; to move from acknowledgement to the difficult work of reconciling that would 

lead to healing and restored relationships… relationships that this time would be mutual, 

respectful and honouring. 

Since 1986 a lot has happened!  The internet has transformed the way we communicate and 

access information, space exploration has expanded our knowledge of the universe we call home, 

AIDS is no longer a death sentence and barriers and understandings around sexual orientation 

have slowly fallen.  More importantly, the United Church has taken steps forward on the journey 

of reconciliation; to give substance to the words of apology offered.  And with each step to “walk 

the talk” a deeper understanding of the depth of the harm that was done has become clearer, and 

the need for profound change has become more certain. 

 

Yes, the United Church has made institutional changes; creating an All-Native Circle Aboriginal 

Conference, which is now a self-governing Region, Native aboriginal theological schools and 

staff positions within the church to support Native ministries.  Yet we see that there still needs to 

be more power sharing for the Aboriginal voice to become an equal partner in our denomination.   



We have examined our true history; listening to the survivors of the residential schools of how 

the public policy towards assimilation damaged individuals, families and communities and have 

learned about the devastating impact of colonialism.  We know that producing educational 

resources is but a small step towards this “true history” being received and accepted by many.  

Our denomination has built working relationships with many Aboriginal organizations and has 

added a collective voice to theirs, calling for just solutions to the many outstanding Aboriginal 

justice issues, yet we know we can do more.   

 

As a church, we have broadened our sense of the spiritual; learning about sacred ceremony, 

traditions, symbols, practices, yet we are still hesitant to include First Nations music in our 

hymnbooks or dedicate services to promote a deeper understanding of who our Aboriginal 

brothers and sisters are… their values, beliefs, practices and understandings.  And though we 

have sought to settle abuse claims quickly and fairly… pushing for non-adversarial ways of 

settling, yet we also know money alone will not heal emotional and psychological damage, nor 

will it bring about reconciliation, healing or wholeness. 

It is easy to say “I’m sorry”.  It is hard to say “I’m sorry” and really mean it.  It is even harder to 

live out an apology and harder still to see Apology as a gift.  Because living out an apology 

involves our own healing as it challenges us to move out of denial and to begin a journey of 

recovery.  It challenges us to reflect upon what we have always known and believed, the white 

man’s telling of what happened, and to face new realities about ourselves… documented truths 

like how Sir John A. Macdonald systematically ordered the starvation, displacement and 

intentional abuse of Aboriginal peoples so white settlers could inhabit the prairies and the CPR 

railway could link this county from coast to coast and the uncomfortable truth that “modern 

Canada was founded upon ethnic cleansing and genocide”, dishonoured treaties, residential 

schools.        

 

To face this truth requires humility and a willingness to change… to face our own racism… our 

sense of entitlement as a dominant culture… our attitudes, stereotypes, understandings of the 

“rightness” of the dominant European culture, its values, its religion and its exclusive theology 

that there was only one way to worship, one sacred writing, one way of imagining God.  Yet by 

recognizing our blindness, we can begin to recover our sight… we begin to heal.  This is not a 

guilt trip.  This is recovery!  This is truly a gift!  It’s a gift because it changes the way we see 

others… the other who has been shrouded in stereotype, diminished by assumptions, rendered 

invisible by distance and estrangement, perhaps even fear.   

Real apology offers us the opportunity to leave the prison of our own preconceived ideas and 

become enriched by Holy encounters with those whose ways and wisdom are different than our 

own.  Taking responsibility is something we are tempted to avoid because we do not want to 

look bad, we feel it will lessen our respect for our ancestors and the lessons they taught us, we 

worry we might have to face consequences or change, yet ironically.  And those who do take 

responsibility for the harm that has been done often find they meet respect rather than scorn from 

those they have hurt; the very ones they were afraid to face.   

 

Yes, there is anger… there is pain… there is sorrow… yet there is also grace and generosity.  

Healing does occur, and as we gradually come into right relationship with one another, we come 

into right relations with God.  Apology is not the end of the encounter, rather a beginning for a 



transformed way of being together where reconciliation is the gift we bring to God’s altar.  Jesus 

commends us to make peace, to resolve our conflicts and then commands us to love our 

neighbours as ourselves.  As we offer our thanks for the hard work… the difficult work that has 

been done, let us also give thanks for the gift of apology that has been given and received… 

moving us towards wholeness and being beloved equals not only in God’s eyes, but also in our 

own. 

May it be so… AMEN and AMEN    

With thanks to Rev James Scott, UCC General Council, Officer for Residential Schools and 

James Daschuk “Clearing the Plains: Disease, Politics of Starvation, and the Loss of Aboriginal Life” - winner of Clio prize for 

Prairie history and ironically the 2014 Sir John A. Macdonald Prize for the best scholarly book in Canadian history. 

 
 

Truth & Reconciliation Video  https://vimeo.com/91343733 

 

Ministry of Music:  The Lone Wild Bird   (VU 384) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qV0FSOWLh0 
 
1.  The lone, wild bird in lofty flight  
is still with you, nor leaves your sight.  
And I am yours! I rest in you,  
Great Spirit, come, rest in me too.  
 
2.  The ends of earth are in your hand,  
the sea’s dark deep and faroff land.  
And I am yours! I rest in you,  
Great Spirit, come, rest in me too.  
 
3.  Each secret thought is known to you,  
the path I walk my whole life through;  
my days, my deeds, my hopes, my fears,  
my deepest joys, my silent tears.  
 
4.  In secret depths you knit my frame,  
before my birth you spoke my name;  
within my soul, as close as breath,  
so near to me, in life, in death.  
 
5.  O search me, God, my heart reveal,  
renew my life, my spirit heal;  
for I am yours, I rest in you,  
Great Spirit, come, rest in me too.  
 
 

https://vimeo.com/91343733
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qV0FSOWLh0


 
 

Thanksgiving Prayer for Peoples of the World        

 Response:  Teach us how to live and love fully. 

Today as we honour the First Nations peoples and honour fathers, I’d ask that after 
each thought of thanksgiving is shared you will offer the following response:   
“Teach us how to live and love fully” and then pause as you wish to reflect. 
 
Let us pray… 
Creator, we give thanks for this day and for the knowledge you give in all traditions of 
the world.  Help us to appreciate the gifts of all traditions.   
Teach us how to live and love fully. 
 
We give thanks for new life… for beautiful babies and for youth, represented by the 
eastern direction and we give thanks for new learning… the sun which rises to begin 
each new day, and for the teachings of the peoples of the east, the yellow-skinned 
peoples.          
Teach us how to live and love fully. 
 
We give thanks for the south, for the black-skinned peoples of the world, 
for the growth of the summertime in our lives, the learnings of our adult years, 
to be kind and accept ourselves.  Teach us as parents to love and respect our children, 
to care for the elders and those who cannot care for themselves.     
Teach us how to live and love fully. 
 
We give thanks for the west, for the gifts of Aboriginal peoples of the world, 
for understandings of care of the earth… for teachings about rocks, leaves and trees, 
for the knowledge we have in our own teachings, all of these given by our Creator. 
Help us to use our understandings to bring joy and new life to our communities 
Teach us how to live and love fully. 



We give thanks for the northern direction, for the white-skinned peoples of the world and 
white-haired peoples in our families and communities.  Help us to receive gifts of 
wisdom from all peoples.  Help us to grow our roots deeper through life’s journey,  that 
we may grow in kindness to ourselves and each other.    
Teach us how to live and love fully. 
 
On this Father’s Day, we give thanks for all the men who strive to balance work, 
marriage and families with an honest awareness of both joy and sacrifice.  We offer 
praise for the men who have lacked a good model for a father and have worked 
tirelessly to create a new model.    
Teach us how to live and love fully. 
 
We delight in fathers who love unconditionally, support generously, teach and mentor 
their children and other youth so they might grow in wisdom and character.  And we 
commend the men, who despite divorce or distance remain in their children’s lives… the 
men who are step-fathers… adopted fathers… fathers to the abandoned…  biological 
fathers and men who took on the role as a father… modeling respect… encouraging 
gifts… teaching us about the value of prayer… and the stories of our faith. 
Teach us how to live and love fully. 
 
As we remember the men… the fathers, who are no longer with us, yet who continue to 
shape our lives, our thinking and our understanding, we offer our thanks for all who 
came from east and south… from west and north… who fathered us in their roles as 
mentors and guides.  And we offer gratitude for the men who will soon be fathers.  May 
they delight and learn… grow and be blessed in this new role they will soon enjoy. 
Teach us how to live and love fully. 
 
For all creation, we offer our thanks this day, O God, … for fathers and First Nations’ 
peoples and all who teach us to love as you have loved… share as you have shared… 
bless as you have blessed, so your world will know a love that is sustaining, nurturing, 
just, respectful, and honours all.   
 
May it be so.  
This we pray in the name of Jesus, saying:         VU 921 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  AMEN 
 

 

 



We Respond 

Minute for Mission:  National Indigenous Spiritual Gathering 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UtiOj5s5oQQ&list=PLQDu-
SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR 
 

 
Invitation to the Offering 
Creator and Mother Earth provide abundantly for all we need. 
May we give thanks for our abundance as we share with others. 
 
 
Presentation of the Offering 
* Sung Blessing:                                                  VU 541d  

Ron wa sen naiens ne Niio  
ron wa sen naiens ne non kwe,  
ron wa sen naiens neh ne ken  
ron wa sen naiens ro ni ha. 
 
 
 

We Go Forth to Serve in Love’s Name! 

 

A Closing Prayer:  Thanks for Differences (unison) 

 

Creator, we give thanks that you speak to us in our 

own ways, in our own Traditions.  Thank you that you 

also speak through the traditions of others.  Help us to 

see your love in all things and they be guided with 

loving hearts to do that which is best in our homes 

and in our communities.  AMEN 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UtiOj5s5oQQ&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UtiOj5s5oQQ&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR


Hymn:  “We Are All One People”                           MV 141  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WWOQWkQY_W4 

Enjoy Joseph Naytowhow singing, yelping, sharing in Cree 

 1  
  We are all one people,  
 we all come from one Creation way on high. 
 We are all one nation 
 under one great sky, you and I. 
 We are all one people, 
 we are all one colour in her/his eyes 

  
Weh ya heh yah, weh yah heh yah, 

 heh yah. Weh yah weh yah weh yoh heh. 
 Weh heh yah heh yah, weh yah weh yah, 
 heh yah. Weh yah weh yah weh yoh heh. 
 Weh yah yah heh heh weh yah, Weh yah heh yah, 
 Weh yah hoh heh, Weh yah yah hoh  
 heh yoh heh heh yah heh yoh. 
 
 2  
  We are all one people,  
 we all come from one Creation way on high. 
 We are all one nation 
 under one great sky, you and I. 
 We are all one people, 
 we are all one colour in her/his eyes 
 
 
3. We are all one people, 
  we are all one nation, 
  we are all one colour if we try. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WWOQWkQY_W4


Sending Forth: (responsively) 
Return now to the circle of Life, knowing that the love of Creator is with you,  
 the compassion of Jesus inspires us,  
the hope of the Holy Spirit comforts us.  
 May everyone we meet, know of our praise of God’s name,  
  by the singing and dancing of our hands, heart and feet! 

 

 
  

SEASON of PENTECOST - WORSHIP SERVICES  

Sun. June 28, 2020 – Pride Sunday 

“God’s Love for ALL!”  

Genesis 9: 11-17, 1 Corinthians 13: 1-8a  

 

Sun. July 5, 2020 – Agape Meal 

“Hymn Sing Sunday” 

 

Sun. July 12, 2020  

“Good Soil” 

Psalm 119, Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

 

Sun. July 19, 2020  

“Seeds and Weeds” 

Psalm 139, Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 

 

Sun. July 26, 2020  

“The Kin’dom of God” 

Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 


