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If there is one thing we have learned since March, it is that a virus needs a host to spread.  We’ve 

learned that you can carry the virus without showing symptoms.  You can infect others 

unknowingly and it takes time for the effects of their exposure to be evidenced.   

 

We’ve all made intentional choices to keep each other safe!  Some have self-isolated.  Others 

wear masks and gloves to shop.  We’ve learned about social distancing, PPE (personal protective 

equipment), ways to adapt our daily lives.  We have learned how to form virtual communities, 

how to Zoom or Facetime and the importance of checking in with neighbours and elders 

regularly.  We’ve learned to grieve in new ways too; for lives lost, the homebound and isolated.  

We’ve grieved at the news of people dying alone, and families unable to gather; to be held, 

consoled, encouraged and strengthened as we have always done. 

 

And this past week we have witnessed the effects of another deadly virus; racism.  As the world 

watched a man murdered senselessly, callously by police officers who swore an oath to protect 

and serve… as we heard of the death of Breona Taylor who was shot 8 times while asleep in her 

bed by police officers who thought she was someone else… as we learned of a police encounter 

with Regis Korchinski-Paquet that led to her fall from a balcony in High Park… as we witnessed 

the President of the United States of America order the tear gassing of peaceful protestors so he 

could have a photo-op in front of a church, holding a Bible (albeit upside down) to goad the 

protestors with threats of escalated violence… as we listened to our Premier deny systemic 

racism in Ontario, thereby dismissing the lived experiences and history of many… it was 

obvious this virus has been infecting and killing people for centuries.  

 

And in spite of repeated calls to action… reports and studies that clearly show how Black and 

racialized people are disproportionately stopped, questioned, suspected, carded, charged, 

incarcerated, convicted of crimes they did not commit…  tireless calls for justice for the 

deceased and their families… for changes to be made to laws that are no longer (or were ever?) 

appropriate… to the media to stop rationalizing and normalizing when a white person commits 

an insidious crime as saying they have “mental health issues” yet when a Black or Indigenous 

person is even accused of a crime they are called a thug and a Muslim is immediately called a 

terrorist…  In spite of all of the concern… the virus continues.  There’s no vaccine.  No cure.  

Most attempts to curb its spread are squashed by those in power.  It’s telling… quite telling. 

 

Jesus prays for his followers.  He prays they might become one with each other, and one with 

Him and with God.  He prays that they will know God as He knows God; deeply, intimately, 

through prayer… through listening… through following… through risking… through protesting 

and demanding change.  Jesus prays for one-ness; to be one in our love for the other… one in our 

knowledge of God… one as a caring community that seeks to leave no one behind… one with 

the Spirit of Truth… so our actions, our words, our living reflect the grace, peace, justice, love 

Jesus proclaimed in his life… through his living… in his death and in his rising. 

 

Today we are celebrating our denomination’s 95th Anniversary, and yet in reality our beloved 

church was created by an act of the federal government, a business merger of 3 entities.  It has 

Articles of Incorporation like any business that set the terms by which it will function, the rules 

that it will use to govern; all of which are based on white European (mostly United Kingdom) 



understandings and norms.  We govern democratically.  To engage you need to know Roberts 

Rules of Order.  To function you must have property and financial resources.   

 

None of these ways are comfortable or natural to matriarchal cultures that engage deep listening 

and consensus as their way of discerning and deciding.  Our church structures are orderly and 

create boxes and silos for us to keep order and maintain good records.  Yet do they create sacred 

spaces where the One-ness Jesus prays for thrives is embraced… is lived out?  Where the Holy 

Spirit is free to blow?   And when the Spirit comes, are the structures nimble and adaptable?  

Truly enabling us to welcome  Her and ALL with the hospitality of Jesus, rather than offering 

words like, “Come, join us” when our structures  really convey, “come, be like us”? 

 

When I ministered for over 10 years in Brampton I saw the virus of racism first hand… daily.  

My congregation was 60% people of colour (POC), yet there was only 1 Black person on the 

Church Board.  People balked when we sang unfamiliar hymns (to them) from other cultures; 

preferring the hymns from their culture - with words like “thee” and “thou” and “seraphims”, 

images of the conquering Jesus, theology that said we all must be good to enter the kingdom, or 

we need to keep spreading the gospel until ALL follow Jesus!  They would desperately cling to 

old hymns… beloved hymns, yet did they really represent the Jesus we know?  The Jesus we 

proclaim and follow?  Or were they simply yet another host for virus spreading? 

 

In Brampton, when I preached about racial injustice I was vilified.  When we celebrated Black 

history month, I received hate mail and threats.  When I shared stories about residential schools, 

prayed for murdered and missing Aboriginal women… when I quoted Nelson Mandela or Martin 

Luther King I was jeered.  Yet this is the very heart of the Gospel Jesus calls us to… the oneness 

he is praying for… died for… the command he gives us - “to love your neighbour as yourself”. 

 

Jesus is weeping.  He is walking with the peaceful protestors.  He is demanding changes to our 

unjust systems.  He’s calling us to move past the feelings we are experiencing of loss at 

everything that is breaking around us, and be part of the dismantling of all that has continued to 

divide, diminish and harm so many, and at the same time benefits most of us.  He is calling us to 

be angry enough to act… to not want to go back to the way it was, because the COVID virus has 

changed us; our understanding of the other… our connection with the other… our commitment 

to keep the other safe and healthy and alive… yet has the racism virus done the same?   

 

Silence is no longer an option. Turning our backs and shutting our ears/eyes is no longer an 

option.  Pretending this virus won’t latch onto us is no longer an option, because it has.  At some 

level, we are all infected.  We are all hosts with the capability to infect others. So what are we to 

do?  What would Jesus do?  What does Jesus want and need us to do? 

 

My friend and colleague, Adele Halliday, writes in the latest copy of the UCC magazine 

Broadview (formerly The Observer) 3 practical things we can do; pray, preach, protest… repeat!  

Pray for leaders, for your church, for the protestors, for those who are mourning.  Pray for cool 

heads to prevail, for wisdom to be granted, for an openness to change and be changed.  Preach 

the gospel of Jesus through your words, and more importantly your actions.  Preach kindness, 

love, justice.  Preach about how God always hears the cries of the suffering and Jesus always 

lifts up the plight of the marginalized.  Protest – call out and name the systems that benefit you 



and at the same time diminish another and demand these be changed.  Protest the brutality of 

law enforcement personnel against people, especially people of colour.  Protest by calling out 

racism when you see it.  Protest by walking with… standing with… standing for the justice 

Jesus would want for all. 

 

We have work to do.  Learning about our own learned biases and bigotry, then un-learning and 

re-learning the way of Holy Love and the one-ness it proclaims.  Reading and learning of the 

centuries of trauma people of colour have endured… lynchings, having their names, stories, and 

history stripped and then being told to “get over it”.  Learn of the daily experiences of many who 

simply wish to bird-watch or jog, buy pop and skittles… the ones who simply want to sleep in 

their own bed, and end up dead because of the colour of their skin.  Learn about our racist 

Canadian history with its repetitively mistreatment of minorities, differently-abled, LGBTQ+, 

immigrants, refugees… the internment camps, residential schools, blacklisting of Jews and 

Blacks, the stealing of land, the spreading of smallpox, the references in the Indian Act to 

exterminate a whole nation… all of this at the hands of the colonizers.   

 

We have work to do individually and collectively, if we want to stop this virus from spreading 

any further!   Yet unlike the COVID19 virus, the cure for this disease will not be found in a 

petrie dish… rather it will come only when we stop denying the disease, and that there is a 

problem, and start working as part of the solution… when we commit or recommit to take up the 

cross of Jesus and live into the one-ness he desires.  When, in humility we repent of our 

wrongdoings… our complicit ways… our apathy… our silence… and partner anew with God, 

through our commitment, our praying, our preaching, our protesting… to create a new world… a 

new normal… a new way of being community and church that will bring forth Holy one-ness --- 

God’s vaccine for injustice and Christ’s loving cure for ALL! 

 

May it be so!  AMEN and AMEN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  


