
Kilbride United Church – 9:30 am 

June 7, 2020 

TRINITY SUNDAY – The United Church of Canada’s 95th Anniversary  

 

“The One-ness We Share” 

To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship: 

In John 17 Jesus prays that all may be one with God and one another.  In light of 

current events, what does this mean to you? 

For you? 

Today’s worship is an adaptation of a service for “Union Sunday” created by Glenda 

Thornton, while at Centenary-Queen Square U.C., Saint John, N.B. 

In light of the current world situation, the worship you are a being invited to engage in is now 

an adaptation of an adaptation of Glenda’s original offering. 

 

May the Spirit blow wildly in our Gathering… proclaiming truth… calling and equipping us to 

a faithful response through deep listening, personal reflecting, prayerful pondering, loving 

actions.  

 

  



We Gather 

 

Acknowledgement of the Land:   
 

Spanning generations, acknowledgement of the land is a traditional custom of 
Indigenous people when welcoming outsiders onto their land and into their homes. To 
build respectful relationships, acknowledging the land is an important part of 
reconciliation. It honours the authentic history of North America, its original people and 
tells the story of the creation of this country that has historically been missing. 

Prior to European contact, the ancestors of the Mississaugas of the New Credit First 
Nation occupied, controlled and exercised stewardship of approximately 3.9 million 
acres of lands, waters and resources extending from the Rouge River Valley westward 
across to the headwaters of the Thames River, then follower the shoreline of Lake Erie, 
the Niagara River and Lake Ontario until arriving back at the Rouge River Valley. 
 
Today, in the spirit of respect, truth and love, we honour and acknowledge all of the 
First Peoples who have called this land “home: since time immemorial. 
And as we gather in peace… as we gather to worship,  
may our hearts be filled with gratitude;  
thankful for the hospitality of the peoples of Turtle Island  
and mindful of our responsibility to mend broken covenants  
and to strive for right relations. 

Silence 
 
WELCOME / Celebrations / Announcements 

 
Call to Worship:  (responsively) 

One:  Come to God. 
Come to the Father, come to the Son, come to the Spirit. 
ALL: We come one and all, 
  together as companions, 
  together as God’s beloved, 
  together in worship. 
One:  Come and worship a God who is always with us, 
a God who will never leave us, 
a God who is a constant in all our lives. 
ALL: We come into worship, together as one. 
 
Introduction 
Our celebration begins by acknowledging The United Church of Canada (UCC) was 
created by an act of parliament on June 27, 1924.  This in itself speaks to the deep 
European roots and white privilege our denomination has enjoyed since its beginning. 



The inaugural worship was historical -  a large gathering at Toronto's Mutual Street 
Arena on June 10, 1925, where participants were handed a 38-page order of service 
containing the full text of the liturgy, prayers, hymns, and music!  Annually on the 
Sunday closest to June 10th we celebrate this “business merger” that brought Methodist, 
Congregational, Union and most Presbyterian Churches in Canada together under the 
banner of “The United Church of Canada”!   
 
Today, as we remember 95 years of service, worship, justice seeking, truth-telling, and 
adapting, as we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus, we will look at elements of the UCC crest 
which appears on your bulletin today. This insignia is a spiritual and historic reminder to 
the members of the United Church across Canada of our story as a denomination. Yet 
how much do we know about it? Do you know how it came to be? What the symbols on 
it mean?  How it has been adapted to share our changing understanding of the Triune 
God and our call to partner in God’s redemptive work in the world?  I wonder.  

The UCC crest is the official signature of The United Church of Canada, and is placed 
on all legal documents. It was designed by the Rev. Dr. Victor T. Mooney, who doodled 
during meetings!  When several committees were created and could not come to 
consensus on a design the then Moderator, Dr. Slater, said, “Let’s appoint Mooney the 
chairman of a new committee; he’s always doodling. He ought to be able to work out a 
design.’” 
 
That was in 1943.  Rev Mooney’s design was officially adopted in 1944 by the 11th 
General Council.  It can be found on documents and buildings, church signs and in the 
public arena.  The UCC crest is a symbol of who we are and whose we are, and has 
been amended a few times to reflect our changing understanding of what this means. 
 
Let us now sing one of the hymns shared at the inaugural service, from the Presbyterian 
Church, we sing: 
 
Hymn: “All  People That on Earth do Dwell”       VU 822 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYcy_j6vOqI 
Note the words used in 1925 – versus the adapted word from 1992 in Voices United! 
Imagine the pomp and ceremony of that 1st service… the air of celebration… 
 
1. 
All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice, 
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; 
come ye before him and rejoice. 
 
2.  
Know that the Lord is God indeed; 
without our aide he sis us make; 
we are his folk, he doth us feed 
and for his sheep he doth us take. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutual_Street_Arena
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutual_Street_Arena
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYcy_j6vOqI


3. 
O enter then his gates with praise, 
approach with joy his courts unto; 
praise, laud and bless his name always, 
for it is seemly so to do. 
 
4. 
For why, the Lord our God is good; 
his mercy is for ever sure; 
his truth at all times firmly stood, 
and shall from age to age endure. 
 
 

Opening Prayer:    
Loving God, Creator of us all,  
we come seeking your refreshing presence as the spring season begins its 
transformation to summer.  Like cool water or a gentle breeze, you renew us and 
enliven us to be your faithful community. Draw our hearts together as we come today to 
worship you. Teach us your will to do, your word to speak, your song to sing, and your 
love to share.  
We pray in the strong name of Jesus, our Redeemer and Friend. Amen 
 

It’s All Greek to Me 

A the heart of the UCC crest is a St. Andrew’s cross with an insignia in each of the four 
corners. The X at the centre represents the Greek letter “chi,” which is the first letter of 
the Greek word for Christ: Christos. Because of this, the X has become a traditional 
symbol for Christ, who is at the center of all we do and all we are.  

Scripture: John 20:19–29 
19 It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were gathered together behind 
locked doors, because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. Then Jesus came and 
stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 20 After saying this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy at seeing the Lord. 21 Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send you.” 22 Then he 
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive people's sins, they 
are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

24 One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (called the Twin), was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

Thomas said to them, “Unless I see the scars of the nails in his hands and put my finger 
on those scars and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later the disciples were together again indoors, and Thomas was with them. 
The doors were locked, but Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 



with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my hands; then 
reach out your hand and put it in my side. Stop your doubting, and believe!” 

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Jesus said to him, “Do you believe because you see me? How happy are those who 
believe without seeing me!” 

 
 
Lesson for the Young and Young at Heart:   All My Relations –  
        Akwe Nia’Tetewá:neren 
 
ITEM:  printout of family tree    and the UCC Family Tree 
 
Have you ever mapped out your family tree? 
You start with yourself… your two parents and your siblings… 
Then you add your 4 grandparents and their kin… 
your 8 great-grandparents and their family… 
your 16 great-great-grand parents and their families… 
your 32 great-great-great-great grandparents and so on. 
 
If you are fortunate, and you come from European roots, it is fairly easy to put together 
“all your relations”  - creating a map of your ancestors… when they immigrated to North 
America… where they lived… what occupations they had… where they worshipped and 
are buried.  And if your family is like mine, you realize with a little research, you have 
ancestors from many countries… and reasons for coming to Canada; for job 
opportunities, religious freedom, to avoid persecution, to flee from oppressive regimes…  
 
Yet imagine if you were stolen away from your family?  How would you learn your 
language… your culture… your stories… your history?  Church and government run 
residential schools separated mothers and fathers from their children.  Children were 
separated from their elders who were their mentors and teachers.  Residential schools 
stole a child’s name and identity, their language, culture, stories, and history. 
 
Indigenous peoples welcomed those who brought the Christian gospel to Canada like 
family.  And Indigenous faith communities were part of the formation of the United 
Church in 1925, however, the UCC did not always treat Indigenous people like their 
family.  The denomination imposed its European culture and understanding upon their 
Indigenous brothers and sisters as a condition of accepting the Gospel. 
 
In 1986 The United Church of Canada offered a formal apology for their hurtful actions.  
As part of living into this apology, the UCC has participated in the Truth and 
Reconciliation process, offers land acknowledgments, and has lifted up and celebrated 
Indigenous Peoples within the new church regional structure.   
Within the Indigenous community, the phrase “All my relations” reflects the same 
inclusive vision of Christ our denomination seeks to embody. This phrase is translated 



into the Mohawk language: Akwe Nia’Tetewá:neren*.  At GC41 (August 2012) this 
phrase was added to the crest on the right in the border, along with adding the 4 colours 
of the Medicine wheel.  Mohawk was chosen because the first documented ministry 
between Indigenous Peoples and the founding denominations began in 1822 between 
the Mohawks and Methodist missionaries. 
 
May we continue to live into right relations and seeing our Indigenous, in fact all 
peoples, as ‘all my relations’ as did Jesus. 
 
 
Ministry of Music: All My Relations 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CnCG5CPVPZ8 
 

We Are Renewed 

  

God’s Truth 
 
Three of the four symbols on the crest are associated with the three church 
communities that merged to form The United Church of Canada in 1925. 

The open Bible on the left side of the crest represents the Congregational Church and 
its emphasis upon God’s Word that sets people free. From this denomination we gain a 
heritage of liberty in prophesying, love of spiritual freedom, awareness of the creative 
power of the Holy Spirit, and clear witness for civic justice… qualities whose history date 
back to the days of the Puritan Reformation in Great Britain, where church communities 
that did not conform, yet were still Protestant and ran themselves independently 
became known as Congregationalists.  
 
Congregationalism in Canada originated with the acceptance of the British 
government’s offer of free land to New Englanders who would relocate in Nova Scotia. 
In 1759, several hundred immigrants founded new towns and gathered churches; the 
first was at Chester, N.S., and in 1760, a colony began at Maugerville, New Brunswick. 
Churches in Newfoundland were organized in 1846… followed by Quebec in 1801. This 
led to the formation of the Congregational Union of Ontario and Quebec, which merged 
with the older Atlantic group in 1906. It was this union of Congregational Churches that 
joined The United Church of Canada in 1925. 
 

Scripture: Matthew 3:1, 5, 13–17 

3 At that time John the Baptist came to the desert of Judea and started preaching.   

5 People came to him from Jerusalem, from the whole province of Judea, and from all 
over the country near the Jordan River.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CnCG5CPVPZ8


13 At that time Jesus arrived from Galilee and came to John at the Jordan to be baptized 
by him. 14 But John tried to make him change his mind. “I ought to be baptized by you,” 
John said, “and yet you have come to me!” 

15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so for now. For in this way we shall do all that God 
requires.” So John agreed. 

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the water. Then heaven was 
opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down like a dove and lighting on 
him. 17 Then a voice said from heaven, “This is my own dear Son, with whom I am 
pleased.” 

 

A Dove Descending 
This brings us to the dove at the top of the crest which symbolizes the Holy Spirit whose 
transforming power has been a distinctive mark of Methodism. Here, our heritage is one 
of evangelical zeal, concern for human redemption, warmth of Christian fellowship, the 
testimony of spiritual experience, and the ministry of sacred song. 

The Methodist movement traces its origin to the evangelical awakening in 18th-century 
Great Britain. Methodism followed from the work of John Wesley, who was an Anglican 
clergyman. Methodism in Canada is traced to Lawrence Coughlan, an Irish Methodist 
preacher who came to Newfoundland in 1765. Around the same time, Methodists were 
migrating from England to Nova Scotia; among them was William Black, Sr., whose 
young son of 19 organized Methodist classes in 1781.  
 
Three years later, Black journeyed to Baltimore, Maryland, for a meeting that organized 
the new Methodist Episcopal Church. The Canadian work that Black developed was 
taken under their care and prospered as an integral part of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church until 1828, when it became separate and independent. Meanwhile, Methodists 
from Great Britain had migrated into Upper Canada, bringing with them several divisions 
of British Methodism. Mergers in 1874 and 1884 resulted in The Methodist Church of 
Canada being formed, and this was the church that joined the United Church in 1925. 
 

Let us sing a beloved hymn from our Methodist tradition: 

Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                   VU 333 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SW4YtqYJUA 
 
1.  
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down; 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SW4YtqYJUA


2.  
Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy grace receive; 
suddenly return and never, 
never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray and praise thee, without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
3.  
Finish then thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee, 
changed from glory into glory 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love and praise. 
 
 
On Fire! 

The burning bush at the right of the crest is the symbol of Presbyterianism and the 
indestructibility of the church. From the Presbyterians, we have received a heritage of 
high regard for the dignity of worship, the education of all people, the authority of 
scripture, and the church as the Body of Christ. 

A form of Calvinism, Presbyterianism traces its roots back to the Scottish Reformation, 
Scotland’s formal break with the Roman Catholic Church in 1560. Later, in 1598 in 
France, the Edict of Nantes was issued by Henry IV to grant the Calvinist Protestants of 
France (also known as Huguenots) substantial rights in a nation still considered 
essentially Catholic. French Huguenots, escaping persecution, brought the Reformed 
Faith to Canada. But even in the New World, their growth and development were 
restricted. After Britain took over Nova Scotia in 1713, subsequent immigration of 
Presbyterians from Scotland and Ireland completely overwhelmed the small French 
contingent.  

With deep Scottish, Irish roots in Nova Scotia, Presbyterians began moving into central 
and western Canada. As in eastern Canada, they brought the many divisions of the 
Scottish church with them and established several presbyteries and then synods 
culminating In 1875, when a series of mergers led to the union of most Presbyterians 
into The Presbyterian Church of Canada. Seventy percent of congregations in this 
denomination joined the United Church in 1925. 
 



Scripture: John 17:20-26 The Message (MSG) 
20-23 I’m praying not only for them 
But also for those who will believe in me 
Because of them and their witness about me. 
The goal is for all of them to become one heart and mind— 
Just as you, Father, are in me and I in you, 
So they might be one heart and mind with us. 
Then the world might believe that you, in fact, sent me. 
The same glory you gave me, I gave them, 
So they’ll be as unified and together as we are— 
I in them and you in me. 
Then they’ll be mature in this oneness, 
And give the godless world evidence 
That you’ve sent me and loved them 
In the same way you’ve loved me. 

24-26 Father, I want those you gave me 
To be with me, right where I am, 
So they can see my glory, the splendor you gave me, 
Having loved me 
Long before there ever was a world. 
Righteous Father, the world has never known you, 
But I have known you, and these disciples know 
That you sent me on this mission. 
I have made your very being known to them— 
Who you are and what you do— 
And continue to make it known, 
So that your love for me 
Might be in them 
Exactly as I am in them. 

 
Meditation  The One-ness of Jesus 

The One-ness of Jesus    June 7, 2020                   John 17:20-26 



If there is one thing we have learned since March, it is that a virus needs a host to spread.  We’ve 

learned that you can carry the virus without showing symptoms.  You can infect others 

unknowingly and it takes time for the effects of their exposure to be evidenced.   

 
We’ve all made intentional choices to keep each other safe!  Some have self-isolated.  Others 

wear masks and gloves to shop.  We’ve learned about social distancing, PPE (personal protective 

equipment), ways to adapt our daily lives.  We have learned how to form virtual communities, 

how to Zoom or Facetime and the importance of checking in with neighbours and elders 

regularly.  We’ve learned to grieve in new ways too; for lives lost, the homebound and isolated.  

We’ve grieved at the news of people dying alone, and families unable to gather; to be held, 

consoled, encouraged and strengthened as we have always done. 

 

And this past week we have witnessed the effects of another deadly virus; racism.  As the world 

watched a man murdered senselessly, callously by police officers who swore an oath to protect 

and serve… as we heard of the death of Breona Taylor who was shot 8 times while asleep in her 

bed by police officers who thought she was someone else… as we learned of a police encounter 

with Regis Korchinski-Paquet that led to her fall from a balcony in High Park… as we witnessed 

the President of the United States of America order the tear gassing of peaceful protestors so he 

could have a photo-op in front of a church, holding a Bible (albeit upside down) to goad the 

protestors with threats of escalated violence… as we listened to our Premier deny systemic 

racism in Ontario, thereby dismissing the lived experiences and history of many… it was 

obvious this virus has been infecting and killing people for centuries.  

 

And in spite of repeated calls to action… reports and studies that clearly show how Black and 

racialized people are disproportionately stopped, questioned, suspected, carded, charged, 

incarcerated, convicted of crimes they did not commit…  tireless calls for justice for the 

deceased and their families… for changes to be made to laws that are no longer (or were ever?) 

appropriate… to the media to stop rationalizing and normalizing when a white person commits 

an insidious crime as saying they have “mental health issues” yet when a Black or Indigenous 

person is even accused of a crime they are called a thug and a Muslim is immediately called a 

terrorist…  In spite of all of the concern… the virus continues.  There’s no vaccine.  No cure.  

Most attempts to curb its spread are squashed by those in power.  It’s telling… quite telling. 

 

Jesus prays for his followers.  He prays they might become one with each other, and one with 

Him and with God.  He prays that they will know God as He knows God; deeply, intimately, 

through prayer… through listening… through following… through risking… through protesting 

and demanding change.  Jesus prays for one-ness; to be one in our love for the other… one in our 

knowledge of God… one as a caring community that seeks to leave no one behind… one with 

the Spirit of Truth… so our actions, our words, our living reflect the grace, peace, justice, love 

Jesus proclaimed in his life… through his living… in his death and in his rising. 

 

Today we are celebrating our denomination’s 95th Anniversary, and yet in reality our beloved 

church was created by an act of the federal government, a business merger of 3 entities.  It has 

Articles of Incorporation like any business that set the terms by which it will function, the rules 

that it will use to govern; all of which are based on white European (mostly United Kingdom) 

understandings and norms.  We govern democratically.  To engage you need to know Roberts 



Rules of Order.  To function you must have property and financial resources.   

 

None of these ways are comfortable or natural to matriarchal cultures that engage deep listening 

and consensus as their way of discerning and deciding.  Our church structures are orderly and 

create boxes and silos for us to keep order and maintain good records.  Yet do they create sacred 

spaces where the One-ness Jesus prays for thrives is embraced… is lived out?  Where the Holy 

Spirit is free to blow?   And when the Spirit comes, are the structures nimble and adaptable?  

Truly enabling us to welcome  Her and ALL with the hospitality of Jesus, rather than offering 

words like, “Come, join us” when our structures  really convey, “come, be like us”? 

 

When I ministered for over 10 years in Brampton I saw the virus of racism first hand… daily.  

My congregation was 60% people of colour (POC), yet there was only 1 Black person on the 

Church Board.  People balked when we sang unfamiliar hymns (to them) from other cultures; 

preferring the hymns from their culture - with words like “thee” and “thou” and “seraphims”, 

images of the conquering Jesus, theology that said we all must be good to enter the kingdom, or 

we need to keep spreading the gospel until ALL follow Jesus!  They would desperately cling to 

old hymns… beloved hymns, yet did they really represent the Jesus we know?  The Jesus we 

proclaim and follow?  Or were they simply yet another host for virus spreading? 

 

In Brampton, when I preached about racial injustice I was vilified.  When we celebrated Black 

history month, I received hate mail and threats.  When I shared stories about residential schools, 

prayed for murdered and missing Aboriginal women… when I quoted Nelson Mandela or Martin 

Luther King I was jeered.  Yet this is the very heart of the Gospel Jesus calls us to… the oneness 

he is praying for… died for… the command he gives us - “to love your neighbour as yourself”. 

 

Jesus is weeping.  He is walking with the peaceful protestors.  He is demanding changes to our 

unjust systems.  He’s calling us to move past the feelings we are experiencing of loss at 

everything that is breaking around us, and be part of the dismantling of all that has continued to 

divide, diminish and harm so many, and at the same time benefits most of us.  He is calling us to 

be angry enough to act… to not want to go back to the way it was, because the COVID virus has 

changed us; our understanding of the other… our connection with the other… our commitment 

to keep the other safe and healthy and alive… yet has the racism virus done the same?   

 

Silence is no longer an option. Turning our backs and shutting our ears/eyes is no longer an 

option.  Pretending this virus won’t latch onto us is no longer an option, because it has.  At some 

level, we are all infected.  We are all hosts with the capability to infect others. So what are we to 

do?  What would Jesus do?  What does Jesus want and need us to do? 

 

My friend and colleague, Adele Halliday, writes in the latest copy of the UCC magazine 

Broadview (formerly The Observer) 3 practical things we can do; pray, preach, protest… repeat!  

Pray for leaders, for your church, for the protestors, for those who are mourning.  Pray for cool 

heads to prevail, for wisdom to be granted, for an openness to change and be changed.  Preach 

the gospel of Jesus through your words, and more importantly your actions.  Preach kindness, 

love, justice.  Preach how God always hears the cries of the suffering and Jesus always lifts up 

the plight of the marginalized.  Protest – Name the systems that benefit you and at the same time 

diminish another and demand these be changed.  Protest the brutality of law enforcement 



personnel against people, especially people of colour.  Protest by calling out racism when you 

see it.  Protest by walking with, standing with, standing for the justice Jesus would want for all. 

 

We have work to do.  Learning about our own learned biases and bigotry, then un-learning and 

re-learning the way of Holy Love and the one-ness it proclaims.  Reading and learning of the 

centuries of trauma people of colour have endured… lynchings, having their names, stories, and 

history stripped and then being told to “get over it”.  Learn of the daily experiences of many who 

simply wish to bird-watch or jog, buy pop and skittles… the ones who simply want to sleep in 

their own bed, and end up dead because of the colour of their skin.  Learn about our racist 

Canadian history with its repetitively mistreatment of minorities, differently-abled, LGBTQ+, 

immigrants, refugees… the internment camps, residential schools, blacklisting of Jews and 

Blacks, the stealing of land, the spreading of smallpox, the references in the Indian Act to 

exterminate a whole nation… all of this at the hands of the colonizers.   

 

We have work to do individually and collectively, if we want to stop this virus from spreading 

any further!   Yet unlike the COVID19 virus, the cure for this disease will not be found in a 

petrie dish… rather it will come only when we stop denying the disease, and that there is a 

problem, and start working as part of the solution… when we commit or recommit to take up the 

cross of Jesus and live into the one-ness he desires.  When, in humility we repent of our 

wrongdoings… our complicit ways… our apathy… our silence… and partner anew with God, 

through our commitment, our praying, our preaching, our protesting… to create a new world… a 

new normal… a new way of being community and church that will bring forth Holy one-ness --- 

God’s vaccine for injustice and Christ’s loving cure for ALL! 

 

May it be so!  AMEN and AMEN  

 

We Respond 

 
In Jesus, we see just how clearly his life demonstrated the truth that giving is the only 
proper expression of loving. Surely one can give without loving, but one cannot love 
without giving. God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son. 
May we also give generously of our gifts, tithes, offerings and ourselves. 
 
Presentation of Our Lives and Offerings 
 
Prayer of Dedication: (spoken in unison)                     VU 537 
Your work, O God, needs many hands,  
to help you everywhere, 
and some there are who cannot serve  
unless our gifts we share. 
Because we love you and your work,  
our offerings we make: 
be pleased to use them as your own,  
we ask for Jesus’ sake. 

 



The Beginning and the End 
 
The symbols of alpha and omega in the lower quarter of the crest are the first and last 
letters of the Greek alphabet. They symbolize the eternal living God, in the fullness of 
creation.  They represent the Holy One who was before us… is within us… around us… 
the One who will be with us in the present and future… the God of all time, all peoples, 
all creation… Holy mystery revealed in human form, Jesus… and Spirit form… separate 
and unique, yet uniquely One. 
 
 
Scripture: Revelation 21:5–7 
 
5 Then the one who sits on the throne said, “And now I make all things new!” He also 
said to me, “Write this, because these words are true and can be trusted.” 6 And he said, 
“It is done! I am the first and the last, the beginning and the end. To anyone who is 
thirsty I will give the right to drink from the spring of the water of life without paying for 
it. 7 Those who win the victory will receive this from me: I will be their God, and they will 
be my children.  
 
Hymn: “In Christ There is No East or West”                VU 606 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MbNcrA-GI3M –  
all 4 verses – words on screen, slight variation on words 
 
1  
In Christ there is no east or west,  
in him no south or north,  
but one great family of love  
throughout the whole wide earth.  
 
2  
In him shall true hearts everywhere  
their high communion find;  
his service is the golden cord  
close binding humankind.  
 
3  
Join hands, then, people of the faith,  
whate’er your race may be;  
all children of the living God  
are surely kin to me.  
 
4  
In Christ now meet both east and west,  
in him meet south and north;  
all Christ-like souls are one in him  
throughout the whole wide earth.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MbNcrA-GI3M


Prayers of the People /The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)          VU 921 
 
Almighty God, we have entered into a new way of being church. 
At this Pentecost moment, 
we thank you that we are not alone: 

God, reveal your majesty in Creation’s dream, 
as we give thanks for whose we are. 
 
Silence  to reflect on how we can affirm each other as beloved children of our Creator.   

Christ, claim us anew as his own, 
as we declare who we are. 
 
Silence   to reflect on how we can continue to declare our faith and identity as followers 
of Jesus.   

Holy Spirit pour out on us this day, 
as we anticipate who we will become. 
 
Silence  to reflect and give thanks for whom we hope to become (individually and as a 
community of faith, as a denomination, as a county with the Spirit’s help.   

In this Pentecost season: 
we take courage in the assurance of whose we are; 
we affirm our call to follow the Way of Jesus; 
we trust the Spirit to guide us through the challenging space between who we are 
and who we will be. 

 
Praise God, we are not alone. 
And praise God for prayers offered… our reflections…  
our listening… our being in communion this day… 
 
Draw us out from our comfortable pews O God… 
Give us ears to hear… eyes to see… minds to process… 
hearts that break for the continued suffering, pain  
and trauma of our brothers and sisters. 
Work in us and through us… so we can become allies in the Way of justice; 
dismantling that which has harmed…  
and building anew that which will bring forth life, 
honour the belovedness of the other, 
and bringing us into deeper communion with one another  
and with you. 
 
In the name and Spirit of Jesus, we pray sharing his prayer: 
 
 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever.  AMEN 

 

We Go Forth to Serve in Love’s Name! 

 
Fishing for a Different Catch 

Our final symbol is the oval shape of the crest which is derived from the outline of a fish, 
a symbol of identity adopted by early Christians. The fish was depicted as a Christian 
symbol in the first decades of the second century. The symbol itself may have been 
suggested by the miraculous multiplication of the loaves and fishes or the meal of the 
seven disciples, after the Resurrection, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. Its popularity 
among Christians was due principally, it would seem, to the famous acrostic consisting 
of the initial letters of five Greek words forming the word for fish (Ichthys), which words 
briefly but clearly described the character of Christ and the claim of believers: Iesous 
Christos Theou Yios Soter, meaning Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour. 
 
Scripture: Luke 5:1–11 

5 One day Jesus was standing on the shore of Lake Gennesaret while the people 
pushed their way up to him to listen to the word of God. 2 He saw two boats pulled up on 
the beach; the fishermen had left them and were washing the nets. 3 Jesus got into one 
of the boats—it belonged to Simon—and asked him to push off a little from the shore. 
Jesus sat in the boat and taught the crowd. 

4 When he finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Push the boat out further to the deep 
water, and you and your partners let down your nets for a catch.” 

5 “Master,” Simon answered, “we worked hard all night long and caught nothing. But if 
you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 They let them down and caught such a large 
number of fish that the nets were about to break. 7 So they motioned to their partners in 
the other boat to come and help them. They came and filled both boats so full of fish 
that the boats were about to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw what had happened, he fell 
on his knees before Jesus and said, “Go away from me, Lord! I am a sinful man!” 

9 He and the others with him were all amazed at the large number of fish they had 
caught. 10 The same was true of Simon's partners, James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee. Jesus said to Simon, “Don't be afraid; from now on you will be catching 
people.” 

11 They pulled the boats up on the beach, left everything, and followed Jesus. 



Hymn: “Will You Come and Follow Me”                       VU 567 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o469PRLdbHU – words on video 
 
1  
Will you come and follow me  
if I but call your name?  
Will you go where you don’t know  
and never be the same?  
Will you let my love be shown,  
will you let my name be known,  
will you let my life be grown  
in you and you in me?  
 
2  
Will you leave yourself behind  
if I but call your name?  
Will you care for cruel and kind  
and never be the same?  
Will you risk the hostile stare  
should your life attract or scare?  
Will you let me answer prayer  
in you and you in me?  
 
3  
Will you let the blinded see  
if I but call your name?  
Will you set the prisoners free  
and never be the same?  
Will you kiss the leper clean,  
and do such as this unseen,  
and admit to what I mean  
in you and you in me?  
 
4  
Will you love the “you” you hide  
if I but call your name?  
Will you quell the fear inside  
and never be the same?  
Will YOU use the faith you’ve found  
to reshape the world around,  
through my sight and touch and sound  
in you and you in me?  
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o469PRLdbHU


5  
Christ, your summons echoes true  
when you but call my name.  
Let me turn and follow you  
and never be the same.  
In your company I’ll go  
where your love and footsteps show.  
Thus I’ll move and live and grow  
in you and you in me.  
 
 
Conclusion: 

The Latin words “ut omnes unum sint,” found on the lower left side of the crest, mean 
“That all may be one” and are taken from John 17:21: “I ask not only on behalf of these, 
but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all 
be one. As you, [God], are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me.” 
 
Words in French and Mohawk have been added over the years to honour the depth of 
the one-ness we claim, yet to most UCC folks are they simply hollow words on a crest?  
Or are they words we seek to live out… to be?  Is God’s call for us to us as certain, as 
bold and daring as the disciples?  Or are we so comfortable in the pew we’ve occupied 
for years, we have lost sense of the urgency in which God is calling us to action?  The 
pillar of justice we are called to uphold?  The voice of truth we are to speak?  The 
solidarity with which we are to stand?  The change we are to demand, so we can truly 
live into the one-ness Jesus prays for us… for all? 
 
And as we go from our worship, may we remember that our history says we are a 
“united and uniting church”, yet we are also a church that has upheld systems that 
marginalize and divide… elevating some and diminishing others.  Though we have 
become a welcome home for many on the fringes… and an advocate for rights for the 
environment and LGBTQ+ people, there is still work to do to heal and deepen 
relationships with our Indigenous siblings… our Black and Asian siblings… our siblings 
of different faith and understandings… our siblings of differing abilities… and in doing 
so, deep our relationship with our Creator and all creation!    
 
Jesus’ prayer continues to call us to the work we need to do… individually and 
collective… as communities and as a country… to insure the one-ness Jesus calls us to 
is both a prayer of unity and a lived out reality. 
 
 
 
  



Sending Forth: (responsively) 
God bless us 
  as we go in hope together. 
Jesus bless us 
  as we share the road together. 
Holy Spirit bless us 
  as we walk in trust together. 
May the Triune One bless us 
  in his footsteps, 
  in her fellowship, 
  through their faith in us and revealed through us. 
 AMEN 
 
 

SEASON of PENTECOST - WORSHIP SERVICES  

 
Sun. June 14, 2020  

“Living by Faith” – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Cor. 4:16 - 5:10, Romans 5: 1-8 

 
Sun. June 21, 2020  

ABORIGINAL SUNDAY- 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Sun. June 28, 2020  

PRIDE SUNDAY- 4th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Sun. July 5, 2020 - Communion  

HYMN SING SUNDAY- 5h Sunday after Pentecost 
Let Sue know your favourite hymns (and perhaps why they are your favourite – if you 

are willing to share!) and worship will be shaped around your favs! 

 

  


