
Kilbride United Church – 9:30 am 

May 17, 2020 

6th Sunday of Easter  

 

To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship: 

What images do you conger up when you hear the word “spirit”? 

Do the images differ when you think of the Holy Spirit?  Why? 

 

We Gather 

 

Acknowledgement of the Land:   

We acknowledge that partnering with the world is to commit ourselves to reconciliation 

with the first peoples of this land and seeking forgiveness for the devastation that 

contact with Europeans brought with it. Our ancestors were like a pandemic destroying 

the culture, religious practices and leadership structure of the first peoples. We brought 

smallpox, measles and others diseases as well as a lust for land. Many of us have not 

repented of the destruction that these diseases and that prejudices left behind still 

ravage these nations. 

 

One act of repentance is to acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory 

of the Haudenosaunee, Anishnaabe, the Attarandaron (Neutral) Nation and the 

Mississaugas of New Credit. Our gain has come at a great cost to these peoples. 

Some day may all celebrate as justice and love of all comes riding into our town. 

 
Rev. Gary Clark 

Forest Hill United Church 
Kitchener, Ontario 

  
  

  

Silence 
 
WELCOME / Celebrations / Announcements 

  



Call to Worship:  (responsively) 

One:  Within each of our lives there is a longing for community  
  and the Presence of God. 
ALL:  Sometimes we worry that we will walk alone,   

  unnoticed and afraid. 
One: Today, Jesus tells us that we will never be alone.  
  An Advocate will share our journey. 
ALL:  And this journey calls for us to follow the teachings   
  of Jesus. 
One:  May we know the presence of the Advocate as we gather  
  in this virtual community of peace; continuing to share the  
  cost of discipleship with deeds of bold mercy, courageous    
  justice, overflowing love. 

ALL:  As an Easter people following a Risen Lord,  
 may the life of Jesus live on in us, through us  
  and ground our worship this day!  

 
Hymn:  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”        VU 333 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdKuiASOpQE 
Words on screen – Note additional verse 2 --- which names our theme of the Holy Spirit! 
 
1.  
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down; 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 
 
Additional verse: 
Breathe, oh, breathe Thy Loving Spirit 
into ev’ry troubled breast; 
let us all in Thee inherit; 
let us find thy perfect rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, 
set our hearts on liberty. 
 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdKuiASOpQE


2.  
Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy grace receive; 
suddenly return and never, 
never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray and praise thee, without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
3.  
Finish then thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee, 
changed from glory into glory 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love and praise. 
 
 

Opening Prayer:  (in unison) 

Still-speaking God,  
we have come today for many reasons,  
each with our own story.  
May these reasons and stories  
be immersed in your Sacred Story,  
finding ourselves caught up in the drama and beauty  
of Jesus’ teachings, life, and ministry. 
Through your Holy Spirit  
enable us to move boldly into the future  
and to fulfill the hope of love Jesus brings.  AMEN 

 

Ministry of Music:  O Love   

“A beautiful choral/piano arrangement of the hymn "O Love that Will Not Let Me Go" by 

the American choral composer Elaine Hagenberg”. – offered by Heather Olaveson  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2cqblTDR8w 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2cqblTDR8w


Lesson for the Young and Young at Heart    

 

Item: an oscillating fan  (a fan that sweeps from side to side) 

 

Turn the fan on -  

What do you see? Blowing hair, blowing papers,   

What do you feel?  Cool breeze, wind, power,  

 

Now, do you actually see the air moving?  Of course not!  It’s invisible! 

Yet you see evidence of it moving… of its presence… of the effects it has on people 

and things! 

 

Today we hear how Jesus promises us the Holy Spirit…  

and although the Spirit is invisible, we can feel the Spirit’s tug on our hearts…  

the Spirit’s leading in our lives… the Spirit’s presence in our midst. 

Thanks be to God for the gift of the Spirit,  

that blesses, inspires, encourages and sustains us!  AMEN 

 

 

We Are Renewed 

  

John 14:15-21 as Reader's Theatre (a conversation between 2 voices)  
 
Well, here we are - with another reading from the Gospel of John.  
You sound as though there is something wrong with that?  
Well, it seems to me that Jesus seems more humble in the other Gospels.  
John makes him seems more dignified and sedate, and I don't like that as much.  
Perhaps, this is after much reflection, as John’s gospel was written much later 
than the others.  It makes me think maybe history has also gradually made Jesus 
more aloof or superior, whereas the gospel-writer, pictures Jesus his narration, 
not as biography, but expressing his own faith,  
 
Another thing about this - the way it is written it seems that only those who follow Jesus 
are loved by God, and I believe that God loves everyone.  
More probably, it suggests that those who follow Jesus will be the ones who  
are more aware of God's love.  
 
One more thing - I think the message is not that God will give us a trouble-free life, 
rather "We are not alone" … God will be with us throughout life, even in times of trouble.  
Our passage weaves together a re-definition of love, a promise of the Holy Spirit, 
and a re-visioning of God.  Quite amazing for 6 short verses! 



I would agree with you on that.   
 
Now - let's share the reading, as found in John chapter 14, verses15 to 21: 
  
If you love me, show it by doing what I've told you. I will ask the One who  
sent me to give you another Friend… a Helper so that you will always have someone 
with you. This Friend is the Spirit of Truth. The godless world can't take this in  
because it neither sees her or recognizes her; but you can recognize the Spirit  
because she remains with you and will be within you.  
 
I will not leave you orphaned. I'm coming back to you. In just a little  
while the world will no longer see me, but you're going to see me because I live  
and you will live as well.  At that moment you will know absolutely that I'm in  
God, and you're in me, and I'm in you.  
 
Those who obey the commandments are the ones who love me, and those who love  
me will be loved by Abba God.  I, too, will love them and will reveal myself to  
them.  
 
May all who profess to follow Jesus’ way of love and compassion truly know the 
love of God, the Spirit’s presence, and respond in faith-filled actions.  Amen 
 
 
Hymn:    Come Down, O Love Divine      v. 1 & 2        VU 367   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYBssg4JXx0 
 
1. 
Come down, O love divine,  
seek now this soul of mine,  
and visit it with your own ardour glowing.  
O Comforter, draw near,  
within my heart appear,  
and kindle it, your holy flame bestowing.  
 

2  
O let it freely burn,  
till earthly passions turn  
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;  
and let your glorious light  
shine ever on my sight,  
and clothe me round, my onward path illuming. 
 
Message:              A Time for Accompaniment    Sue Cowan 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYBssg4JXx0


 

A Time for Accompaniment                    Easter 6 – May 17, 2020              John 14: 15-2 

It is hard to believe it has been over 60 years since Pete Seeger wrote a song, “Turn, Turn, Turn” 

whose lyrics were taken directly from the first 8 verses of the Book of Ecclesiastes... 55 years 

since The Byrd’s took that song to the coveted # 1 spot on the Billboard Hot 100.  And today as 

we find ourselves in the middle of a global pandemic, the philosopher’s wisdom that holds up the 

ambiguities of life and affirms God presence in each season; the joy of dancing… the presence of 

war… the hope found in planting… the sorrow that comes with dying… is still profound, 

relevant and re-assuring… as they have been since Ecclesiastes was penned over 2200 years ago! 

 

How often have we heard these words shared to remind us of the Holy’s presence with us in 

times of joy and times of challenge, and especially at times of loss, death and grieving.  Likewise 

the words Jesus offers today, are also shared at times of loss… as they too speak to our troubled 

hearts… our heart-wrenching questions… the abandonment and despair  grief and death bring. 

Yet they also offer us assurance; the promise of another advocate, comforter, teacher, guide, 

accompanier… the Spirit of Truth who will be with us, everywhere and always. 

 

The disciples have gathered.  Jesus shows his great love for them as he washes their feet; loving 

the one who will betray him… the one who will deny him… the ones who will abandon him…  

He speaks of his impending death and then seeks to comfort them as they process the news… 

raise their questions… as they try to imagine the reality of life without Jesus. It is too painful… 

too overwhelmingly empty… too heart-breaking to consider.  It is to this group of disillusioned 

and despairing… sad beyond sad followers Jesus promises the Spirit; just when the disciples… 

just when we are most in need of pastoral care!    

 

In this tender and surreal moment… when hope has been dashed and death is looming… when 

life feels out of control and you realize all the things people told you matter, really don’t… in 

their mixed up emotional state and mental weariness, Jesus, in his Farewell Discourse… in his 

last night with his beloved friends, promises them the paraclete… the Spirit’s presence for what 

lies ahead. 

 

Remarkably, this Advocate… this Counsellor… this Advocate… this Spirit is who Jesus has 

already been for his disciples… their guide and teacher, their intercessor and comforter.  Like 

Jesus, who has challenged systems of oppressing… sought justice for the marginalized… tended 

to the poor and poor of spirit, healed and blessed, the promised Spirit will stir hearts… ignite 

passion… challenge thinking… encourage generosity… be a voice of truth… and an assurance 

of love.  Jesus knows what lies ahead and what we will be called to face we cannot do without 

his help.  He knows that in our temptation to do all things, reminders will be necessary that it’s 

not our job to do everything... or we will burnout… become alienated and irritable.  He knows 

the losses we face… to death… to this pandemic… to the way of living we have grown 

accustomed to… to the way we have been church together… we will need Holy wisdom… 

guidance… strength… to carry on… to adapt… to bring forth new ways of life, a “new normal” 

as community. 

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.” So 

simple really. The Spirit will accompany us. The Spirit will be our companion. And yet, in these 



times, when a new world order is rearranging itself on the planet and settling in, accompaniment 

is just what we need and perhaps just what we need to do! 

 

It is far too easy to let worry weigh us down… especially worry about what we cannot control, 

fix or mend.  It is paralyzing it we sit too long with the stats… do the math… for the 

hopelessness is staggering.  Doubts creep in… the demanded changes birth fear… the 

overwhelming feeling of loss… of limitations… of church life without handshakes and hugs… 

without singing and sharing a meal… without touching and tasting God’s goodness seems 

unbearable… Jesus implores us, “If you love me, obey my commands.” 

 

Into this new reality before us… how will we love like Jesus?  Serve like Jesus?   

Reach out like Jesus?  Seek right relations like Jesus?  Speak truth like Jesus?   

Demand justice like Jesus?  Share self-giving love like Jesus?  Bless like Jesus?     

 

Praise God, Jesus shows us a way!  It’s the good news of Jesus’ presence and the good news that 

should free us from all that is binding us!  Jesus models love by accompanying the disciples.  He 

promises not to leave them orphaned or abandoned, rather he offers them a paraclete… the 

fundamental meaning of which is one who comes alongside… who accompanies.  And in doing 

so, Jesus shows us that it is not a set of skills, a determined trait or characteristic that will get 

them through… get us through what lies ahead, rather it’s the consistent presence of the Spirit… 

our loving way of being with one another… being in community… being in partnership with 

God in the world --- THIS will show who they are… whose they are and what they value… love. 

 

Over and over again, Holy accompaniment is reiterated in the times when God’s presence 

appears to be most needed or most questioned.  Especially in periods of vulnerability, fear, and 

uncertainty, we as church are invited to engage in the kind of accompaniment that offers more 

than a mere ministry of presence, but truly lives the love of Jesus.  It’s not something we do, 

rather it embodies who Jesus was for his disciples and then who the Holy Spirit was, and is, for 

believers, both then and now. It’s not simply having someone beside you, rather it calls us to an 

active response… loving actions… an abiding with one another that allows us to enter into 

places of fear and discomfort, uncertainty, and troubled hearts… to speak truth freely… to love 

generously… and to lead boldly… 

To love as Jesus loves and to survive the distancing his death will bring, Jesus offers words of 

comfort… words of hope… words of promise… More than this, he embodies love… and he 

promises the One who has been present behind us and before us… will be with us always! 

 

Therefore, if we live and love like Jesus… if we obey his commandments let us do so with clear 

consciences, with gentleness and reverence.  For the love that comes to us through the Spirit will 

overflow into the lives of others when we act as agents of God's love in the world.  And people 

we encounter will sense the Spirit’s presence animated in our individual and our collective lives.  

And although our Spirit-led living may not always harmonize with the values of a world where 

greed, materialism, self-centric motives, wealth and beauty are markers of success… or worth, 

we are NOT alone! 

 

We are not orphans.  We are not left alone.  We are Easter people rooting our lives and living in 

the One who IS love; by creating communities of care where grieving or searching souls can be 



comforted, encouraged and strengthened… where we can safely meet one another in our 

brokenness and vulnerability… accompany one another on the road of ambiguities called life… 

knowing God’s Spirit will accompany us… reside in us… nourish and sustain us for ministry in 

the world God so loves.    

19 In a little while the world will see me no more, but you will see me; and because I live, you also will 

live. 20 When that day comes, you will know that I am in my Father and that you are in me, just as I am in 

you”.  

 

To everything there is a season… and a purpose for all matters under heaven. 

Because I live… you will live.   

Because I love… you won’t be alone. 

Because I am in God… and God is in you… and you are in me,  

you will have the resources you need… the talents and abilities… the energy and resolve… 

you have the Spirit… that will find you… live in you… work through you…  

to model love… show love… give and receive love… share love… be love…  

accompany one another and God’s beloved in love… 

You are NOT alone and through your loving actions you proclaim the One who IS Love; 

powerful… almighty… eternal Love. 

Thanks be to God.   

AMEN 

 

 

Ministry of Music:   You Will Be Found     (Ben Platt – from Dear Evan Hansen) 

as suggested by Heather Olaveson   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSAMJIS-HOo&t=29s 

This song was originally planned to be used on April 26th… the Sunday we walked the Emmaus 

Road, however, I believed it was more important to add a moment for reflection and honouring 

the victims of the Nova Scotia tragedy, so I moved it to this week’s worship, where I pray it is a 

blessing for you! ~~~ Sue  

 
 
 

We Give Thanks 

 
Minute for Mission: Community Ministries across Canada 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wp2aBqXA31w&list=PLQDu-
SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR&index=8&t=0s 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSAMJIS-HOo&t=29s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wp2aBqXA31w&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR&index=8&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wp2aBqXA31w&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR&index=8&t=0s


Offering Invitation: 
The Spirit moves… in community ministries… in you and I…  
in all places where new life is evidenced, love is shared, hope is offered,  
and the presence of Jesus is proclaimed in word and action. 
 
May our gifts, tithes, offerings and praise 
continue to show the world God’s great love for all creation! 
 
Our offerings will now be received. 

 

Presentation of the Offering 
Sung Response:                    VU 542  

We give you but your own, whate’er the gift my be; 

all that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully. 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

Giver of all gifts, 
we are grateful for your every blessing 
and for your presence through all of life— 
in our joys and fears… in our hopes and dreads…  
in life and death… and life beyond death… 
in your Spirit’s stirrings in us and others. 
We pray for all who do not know 
the consolation of your presence in their lives, 
asking that you reveal yourself  
through the gifts we have given 
and through the lives we live. 
Reveal yourself, O God, 
that your beloved children 
may find their true home in you. Amen 

 
Prayers of the People / The Lord’s Prayer   (sung - contemporary)       VU 959 
Gracious and abiding God, maker and giver of all, 
we thank you for this day… this opportunity to worship… 
to feel connected to church… to one another… even at a distance. 
 
We thank you for evidence of your presence… 
your Spirit’s movement… in our community… through actions of love… 
through care offered to the sick and grieving… elders in isolation… 
neighbours in need… strangers who need protection… 
family members who need support… our world, that needs restoration. 
 



Forgive us, O God, when we are too preoccupied 
to notice You in our lives:  
as we engage with your creation… gardening… planting… calving…  
clearing brush… walking… hiking… golfing…  
 
Forgive us when we fail to name you and praise you  
as the Source of sacred moments… that lift our spirits… 
calm our fears… ground us in certainty…  
demand we do better…challenge us to be creative and collaborative 
as we seek to follow the Way of Jesus… his call to justice, reconciliation and peace. 
 
Forgive us when we feel abandoned, by the vast sweep of life… 
its many demands… rather feeling buoyed by signs of your love… 
your presence… your hope… your tenderness and power 
that surround us… fill us… encourage us… sustain us. 
 
Through Jesus you have asked us to keep your commandments… 
to embody and live your love…  
to come to you in prayer… for others and ourselves… 
and so we offer prayers today for: 
 
Murray McCartney and his family upon the death of Marilyn. 
We pray for comfort and care as they grieve…  
And in the absence of gathering… sharing… celebrating Marilyn’s life 
may they feel the love and prayers of many uplifting them…  
holding and sustaining them in their sorrow. 
 
(prayers for others and ourselves…) 
 
When we are discouraged… 
help us dare to be your people…to love all the world would have us reject; 
to be unafraid… accepting… welcoming to whatever awaits us… 
knowing you will be with us always. 
 
When we feel small… not enough… woefully inadequate… 
help us dare to serve others as your hands and heart… 
sharing burdens and joy… walking with others as a companion…  
so no one feels they are alone… abandoned…   
 
When we feel the wind is sucked out of us… 
when energy is lacking… and uncertainty is frightening, 
Help us dare to breathe in your joy…  
catching it in the nets of our hopelessness… healing and holding our brokenness 
  
For in you, we dare to live and breathe… and be. 
And through you, Jesus’ words of promise,   



“I will not leave you orphaned!” calls us…  
to take courage… take comfort… 
and to lean with confidence into you… 
knowing he lives in us… as we live in him … 
as we live his Way… as we love and serve in his Name; 
offering his prayer this day in this assurance as we sing: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   (sung-contemporary)                         VU 959 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be you name, 
you kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive, those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil 
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 

 

We Go Forth to Serve in Love’s Name! 

 
AND WE IN YOU    (a poem based on John 14: 15-21)  by Andrew King 
As the tree is in the earth 
and the earth in the tree, 
as the sea is in the fish 
and the fish in the sea, 

as the bird is in the air 
and the air in the bird, 
as word is in the breath 
and breath in the word, 

as rhyme is in the music 
and music in rhyme, 
as time is in the season 
and the season in time, 

as grief is in the loving 
and loving in grief, 
as belief is in the hope 
and hope in the belief, 

as desire is in the will 
and the will in desire, 
as fire is in the flame 
and the flame in the fire, 

http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=John+14:15-21&vnum=yes&version=nrsv


as you, Christ, are in God 
and God is in you, 
so are you in us, 
and we in you. 
 
“We are NOT alone” indeed! 
So let us sing of Christ’s love… in us… for us…  
that we may courageously embody and live His love; 
trusting the Spirit’s presence, breath and being will accompany us as we go!  

Hymn:  “Jesus, Your Boundless Love for Me”       VU 631  
(Tune VU 580: Faith of Our Fathers) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SqA3BZJdbg – instrumental with words from the 
Baptist context on screen or sing the UCC version provided! 
 
1.  
Jesus, your boundless love to me  
no thought can reach, no tongue declare.  
O let my heart your dwelling be;  
come, reign without a rival there.  

Yours fully, yours alone I am;  
O let your love my heart inflame.  
 

2.  
O grant that nothing in my soul  
may dwell, but your pure love alone;  
O may that love possess me whole,  
my joy, my treasure, and my crown.  

All coldness from my heart remove;  
my every act, word, thought, be love.  

 
3  
O love, how gracious is your way;  
all fear before your presence flies.  
Care, anguish, sorrow, melt away  
where’er your healing beams arise.  

O Jesus, nothing may I do,  
but seek my joy in serving you.  
 

4  
In suffering, be your love my peace;  
in weakness, be your love my power;  
and when the storms of life shall cease,  
O Jesus, in that final hour,  

for me be rod and staff and guide,  
and draw me safely to your side.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SqA3BZJdbg


Blessing and Sending Forth: (responsively)  
In all you do, let love be true and freely given.  
  May we be encouraged and blessed  
  by the God’s Spirit 
  whose love warms and surrounds us like the sun!  
Believing God is with us always,  
  we know God’s Spirit is  
  as close as our beating hearts. 
 
Sung Response:                                                        MV 213     
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ops9SlNDY5I  - we are only singing one verse! 
 

Take up his song of love and go into the world.                    
Take up his song of love in ev’ry moment.                                  
In ev’ry moment of the journey, we’re laying down our lives;  
lay them down in love, lay them down, and take up his song.   
 
 

SEASON of EASTER/PENTECOST - WORSHIP SERVICES  

Sun. May 24, 2020 

“Resurrection Witness” – Ascension Sunday   
Acts 1:6-11, John 17: 1-11 

 
Sun. May 31, 2020 – communion 

“Gifting Spirit” – Pentecost Sunday   
Acts 2: 1-21, 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-13 

 
Sun. June 7, 2020  

Trinity Sunday – The United Church of Canada’s 95th Anniversary   
A service of scripture, reflections, music and prayers  

based on the United Church of Canada Crest  
 

Sun. June 14, 2020  

“Living by Faith” – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Cor. 4:16 - 5:10, Romans 5: 1-8 

Sun. June 21, 2020  

ABORIGINAL SUNDAY- 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Sun. June 28, 2020  

PRIDE SUNDAY- 4th Sunday after Pentecost 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ops9SlNDY5I

