
A Time for Accompaniment                    Easter 6 – May 17, 2020              John 14: 15-2 

It is hard to believe it has been over 60 years since Pete Seeger wrote a song, “Turn, Turn, Turn” 

whose lyrics were taken directly from the first 8 verses of the Book of Ecclesiastes... 55 years 

since The Byrd’s took that song to the coveted # 1 spot on the Billboard Hot 100.  And today as 

we find ourselves in the middle of a global pandemic, the philosopher’s wisdom that holds up the 

ambiguities of life and affirms God presence in each season; the joy of dancing… the presence of 

war… the hope found in planting… the sorrow that comes with dying… is still profound, 

relevant and re-assuring… as they have been since Ecclesiastes was penned over 2200 years ago! 

 

How often have we heard these words shared to remind us of the Holy’s presence with us in 

times of joy and times of challenge, and especially at times of loss, death and grieving.  Likewise 

the words Jesus offers today, are also shared at times of loss… as they too speak to our troubled 

hearts… our heart-wrenching questions… the abandonment and despair  grief and death bring. 

Yet they also offer us assurance; the promise of another advocate, comforter, teacher, guide, 

accompanier… the Spirit of Truth who will be with us, everywhere and always. 

 

The disciples have gathered.  Jesus shows his great love for them as he washes their feet; loving 

the one who will betray him… the one who will deny him… the ones who will abandon him…  

He speaks of his impending death and then seeks to comfort them as they process the news… 

raise their questions… as they try to imagine the reality of life without Jesus. It is too painful… 

too overwhelmingly empty… too heart-breaking to consider.  It is to this group of disillusioned 

and despairing… sad beyond sad followers Jesus promises the Spirit; just when the disciples… 

just when we are most in need of pastoral care!    

 

In this tender and surreal moment… when hope has been dashed and death is looming… when 

life feels out of control and you realize all the things people told you matter, really don’t… in 

their mixed up emotional state and mental weariness, Jesus, in his Farewell Discourse… in his 

last night with his beloved friends, promises them the paraclete… the Spirit’s presence for what 

lies ahead. 

 

Remarkably, this Advocate… this Counsellor… this Advocate… this Spirit is who Jesus has 

already been for his disciples… their guide and teacher, their intercessor and comforter.  Like 

Jesus, who has challenged systems of oppressing… sought justice for the marginalized… tended 

to the poor and poor of spirit, healed and blessed, the promised Spirit will stir hearts… ignite 

passion… challenge thinking… encourage generosity… be a voice of truth… and an assurance 

of love.  Jesus knows what lies ahead and what we will be called to face we cannot do without 

his help.  He knows that in our temptation to do all things, reminders will be necessary that it’s 

not our job to do everything... or we will burnout… become alienated and irritable.  He knows 

the losses we face… to death… to this pandemic… to the way of living we have grown 

accustomed to… to the way we have been church together… we will need Holy wisdom… 

guidance… strength… to carry on… to adapt… to bring forth new ways of life, a “new normal” 

as community. 

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.” So 

simple really. The Spirit will accompany us. The Spirit will be our companion. And yet, in these 

times, when a new world order is rearranging itself on the planet and settling in, accompaniment 



is just what we need and perhaps just what we need to do! 

 

It is far too easy to let worry weigh us down… especially worry about what we cannot control, 

fix or mend.  It is paralyzing it we sit too long with the stats… do the math… for the 

hopelessness is staggering.  Doubts creep in… the demanded changes birth fear… the 

overwhelming feeling of loss… of limitations… of church life without handshakes and hugs… 

without singing and sharing a meal… without touching and tasting God’s goodness seems 

unbearable… Jesus implores us, “If you love me, obey my commands.” 

 

Into this new reality before us… how will we love like Jesus?  Serve like Jesus?   

Reach out like Jesus?  Seek right relations like Jesus?  Speak truth like Jesus?   

Demand justice like Jesus?  Share self-giving love like Jesus?  Bless like Jesus?     

 

Praise God, Jesus shows us a way!  It’s the good news of Jesus’ presence and the good news that 

should free us from all that is binding us!  Jesus models love by accompanying the disciples.  He 

promises not to leave them orphaned or abandoned, rather he offers them a paraclete… the 

fundamental meaning of which is one who comes alongside… who accompanies.  And in doing 

so, Jesus shows us that it is not a set of skills, a determined trait or characteristic that will get 

them through… get us through what lies ahead, rather it’s the consistent presence of the Spirit… 

our loving way of being with one another… being in community… being in partnership with 

God in the world --- THIS will show who they are… whose they are and what they value… love. 

 

Over and over again, Holy accompaniment is reiterated in the times when God’s presence 

appears to be most needed or most questioned.  Especially in periods of vulnerability, fear, and 

uncertainty, we as church are invited to engage in the kind of accompaniment that offers more 

than a mere ministry of presence, but truly lives the love of Jesus.  It’s not something we do, 

rather it embodies who Jesus was for his disciples and then who the Holy Spirit was, and is, for 

believers, both then and now. It’s not simply having someone beside you, rather it calls us to an 

active response… loving actions… an abiding with one another that allows us to enter into 

places of fear and discomfort, uncertainty, and troubled hearts… to speak truth freely… to love 

generously… and to lead boldly… 

To love as Jesus loves and to survive the distancing his death will bring, Jesus offers words of 

comfort… words of hope… words of promise… More than this, he embodies love… and he 

promises the One who has been present behind us and before us… will be with us always! 

 

Therefore, if we live and love like Jesus… if we obey his commandments let us do so with clear 

consciences, with gentleness and reverence.  For the love that comes to us through the Spirit will 

overflow into the lives of others when we act as agents of God's love in the world.  And people 

we encounter will sense the Spirit’s presence animated in our individual and our collective lives.  

And although our Spirit-led living may not always harmonize with the values of a world where 

greed, materialism, self-centric motives, wealth and beauty are markers of success… or worth, 

we are NOT alone! 

 

We are not orphans.  We are not left alone.  We are Easter people rooting our lives and living in 

the One who IS love; by creating communities of care where grieving or searching souls can be 

comforted, encouraged and strengthened… where we can safely meet one another in our 



brokenness and vulnerability… accompany one another on the road of ambiguities called life… 

knowing God’s Spirit will accompany us… reside in us… nourish and sustain us for ministry in 

the world God so loves.    

19 In a little while the world will see me no more, but you will see me; and because I live, you 

also will live. 20 When that day comes, you will know that I am in my Father and that you are in 

me, just as I am in you”.  

 

To everything there is a season… and a purpose for all matters under heaven. 

Because I live… you will live.   

Because I love… you won’t be alone. 

Because I am in God… and God is in you… and you are in me,  

you will have the resources you need… the talents and abilities… the energy and resolve… 

you have the Spirit… that will find you… live in you… work through you…  

to model love… show love… give and receive love… share love… be love…  

accompany one another and God’s beloved in love… 

You are NOT alone and through your loving actions you proclaim the One who IS Love; 

powerful… almighty… eternal Love. 

Thanks be to God.   

AMEN 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


