
Kilbride United Church – 9:30 am 

April 19, 2020 

2nd Sunday of Easter  

 

To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship: 

Have you ever doubted your faith?  The teachings of Jesus? 

The promises of abundance he has promised? 

 

We Gather 

 
Acknowledgement of the Land:   
As we gather to worship,  
we acknowledge the sacred land  
on which this place of worship calls home.  
 
This land has been a site of human activity for over 15,000 years…  
 
Long before the settlers came  
it was home to the Huron-Wendat and Petun First Nations, the Seneca,  
and presently it is the territorial lands of the Mississaugas of the New Credit.  
 
In the 1840s settlers were invited into a covenant, represented by 4 wampum belts;  
one which was kept by the Six Nations of the Grand River, one that is now on display at 
the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto… and two that were sold to traders have never 
been recovered. These belts represented the agreement to share and care for the land 
and peoples who inhabit it.    
 
Today we gather in peace.  We gather in gratitude.   
We gather as God’s people; thankful for hospitality of the peoples of Turtle Island  
and mindful of our responsibility to mend broken covenants  
and strive for right relations. 

 

Silence 

WELCOME / Celebrations / Announcements 

 

The Easter Season… the liturgical time between Easter and Pentecost… provides 

opportunities for the church to reflect on the biblical witness to the resurrection! 

  



Call to Worship:  (responsively 

One: In the singing of songs and in our prayers 

ALL: JESUS IS AMONG US! 

One: In the telling of stories and in signs 

ALL: JESUS IS AMONG US! 

One: In the sharing of resources and in justice 

ALL: JESUS IS AMONG US! 

One: In this place and in this moment 

ALL: JESUS IS AMONG US IN JOY! 

 
Hymn:  “Welcome, Happy Morning”              VU 161 
*** Only 3 verses on YouTube – no intro  I suggest leaving out the final verse! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIQFK9j7AIU 
 
1.  Welcome, happy morning! age to age shall say;  
hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today:  
come then, True and Faithful, now fulfil your word;  
this is your third morning: rise, O buried Lord!  
 
REFRAIN: Welcome, happy morning! age to age shall say;  
   hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today!  
 
2.  Earth with joyful welcome clothes itself for spring;  
greets with life reviving our returning king:  
flowers in every pasture, leaves on every bough,  
speak of sorrows ended; Jesus triumphs now!  
 
REFRAIN 
  
3.  Author and sustainer, source of life and breath;  
you for our salvation trod the path of death:  
Jesus Christ is living, God for evermore!  
Now let all creation hail him and adore.  
  
REFRAIN 
 
4.  Loose our souls imprisoned, bound with Satan’s chain;  
all that now is fallen, raise to life again!  
Show your face in brightness, shine the whole world through;  
hope returns with daybreak, life returns with you.  
  
REFRAIN 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIQFK9j7AIU


Opening Prayer:  (in unison) 

 
Stand among us, Risen One, 
 and bless us with your greeting:  
 "Peace be with you." 
Stand among us, Exalted One, 
 and breathe upon us  
 your promised Spirit. 
Stand among us once again,  
 You Who Has Escaped Death, 
 and birth in us Your living hope.  
 Amen 

   

Lesson for the Young and Young at Heart    

 

OBJECT: shoelace or string…   

As a child we learned to tie our shoes, but sometimes they got all knotted up.   

As adults the worries we carry are knots in our stomachs… as we worry about finances, 

jobs, our health, the health of others…  

 

Today we hear how Jesus comes to the disciples and offers them the gift of his 

presence and these words “Peace be with you” (tug on knot and it disappears) 

 

Watch the first minute only to get the visual  

(unless you wish to learn how to do the “trick” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=64&v=1-

EOvfwImgw&feature=emb_logo 

 

THIS is what love and grace offer us… freedom from our worries… holy peace… 

a promise that ALL will be well. 

 

 

Ministry of Music:  Heaven’s Eyes  Sandi Patty 

Offered by Christina McTavish 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=in+heaven%27s+eyes+music&&view=detail&mid=F361B756B2

39AD2FAE89F361B756B239AD2FAE89&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Din%2Bhea

ven%2527s%2Beyes%2Bmusic%26FORM%3DHDRSC3 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=64&v=1-EOvfwImgw&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=64&v=1-EOvfwImgw&feature=emb_logo
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=in+heaven%27s+eyes+music&&view=detail&mid=F361B756B239AD2FAE89F361B756B239AD2FAE89&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Din%2Bheaven%2527s%2Beyes%2Bmusic%26FORM%3DHDRSC3
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=in+heaven%27s+eyes+music&&view=detail&mid=F361B756B239AD2FAE89F361B756B239AD2FAE89&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Din%2Bheaven%2527s%2Beyes%2Bmusic%26FORM%3DHDRSC3
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=in+heaven%27s+eyes+music&&view=detail&mid=F361B756B239AD2FAE89F361B756B239AD2FAE89&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Din%2Bheaven%2527s%2Beyes%2Bmusic%26FORM%3DHDRSC3


We Are Renewed 

  

John 20: 19-31             (New International Version) 

It is still the first day of the week, according to the written record. So much happens 
from sunrise to evening on this day to turn the world over and over again… from the eye 
witness of the women… to this account found in John’s gospel, the fourth such 
experience of the followers of Jesus that provides further testimony to the central 
conviction of the gospel-writer, that to know the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
he has sent, is eternal life (John 17:3)!   
 
The disciples gather.  They are fearful.  
An empty tomb isn’t enough to confirm all that Jesus promised is true! 
They, like us, ponder what the resurrection means for them… for their lives! 
And they, like us, know good news does not erase their fear.  
Yet perhaps this good news… this incredible news… CAN and WILL ignite hope!  
 
Reading from the New International Version, John chapter 20, verses 19-31. 
 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 
the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 
forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.” 

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe[b] that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 
May God’s Spirit bless these words of witness to our deeper understanding.  AMEN 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A+19-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26899b


Hymn: “Your Word is Like a Lamp, O Lord”   
Tune: Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow) 
Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette    Used with permission 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wO6PlsGJXTs  2 instrumental verses only – so you 
will need to play it 2x to sing all 4 verses of the hymn! 
 
1. 
Your word is like a lamp, O Lord, 
And like a light to guide our way; 
For in this ever-changing world, 
It bears your promise every day. 
 
2. 
You showed your love to Israel, 
And to the world you sent your Son. 
A witness without parallel, 
The scriptures tell what you have done. 
 
3. 
You speak your word in history, 
To cultures bound by time and place. 
Yet in the Bible we can see 
The boundless reaching of your grace. 
 
4. 
God, open wide each heart and mind 
By your own Spirit, now we pray, 
That in your scriptures we may find 
New strength to serve you every day. 

 

 

Message:                        God Still Shows Up                                Sue Cowan 

God Still Shows Up                                                                John 20: 19-31 

If I were to ask you to tell the story of the Gospel of Jesus where would you begin?  
Would you start the story in Bethlehem at the manger, with misty-eyed shepherds 
listening to the angels’ song?  Would you start at his baptism or the wedding at Cana, 
Jesus’ first miracle, where he launches his public ministry and begins teaching disciples 
about what the Gospel can mean for them?  Perhaps you might start even earlier, by 
quoting prophecies of Isaiah like we do during Advent?   So where would you start this 
story? 
  
For the disciples of Jesus, who have just been through a roller coaster of events over 
the last several weeks, the story truly begins, at least in John’s telling, at the empty 
tomb!  The women discover the stone is rolled away and the grave is empty!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wO6PlsGJXTs


Perplexed… they report this to Simon Peter and another (unnamed) disciple.  The 
mystified pair race to see the tomb is indeed empty.  The linens that once shrouded 
Jesus’ body lie lifeless.  A weeping Mary cries out to two angels, “They have taken my 
Lord away!” closely followed by an encounter with the Risen Christ, who she believes, 
at first, to be the Gardener! 
 
Then, “on the evening of that first day of the week” the disciples gather… except 
Thomas.  The room is locked.  They are fearful.  The unconfirmed rumours of the 
resurrection bring neither understanding nor obedience. Perplexity and amazement… 
cynicism and unbelief fill the space.  They ponder what Jesus’ death means to them… 
to his followers… to his movement.  They feel disappointment at the dashing of their 
hopes.  They are flummoxed by the claims of Mary… of Peter… It all feels surreal. 
 
They gather… in isolation (I think we can all somehow relate better to this aspect this 
year, more than other years when this text was shared!) from the outside world… 
distanced from their families… from the powerful… from those who might point… roll 
their eyes and say, “I told you so” about leaving their nets… their lives… their livelihood 
to follow Jesus.   Yet they had learned so much… grown so much… been challenged in 
their thinking… their understanding… their faith… their traditions… their ideas of what 
God’s kingdom is… and can become… and will be.    
 
The fear is palpable… in spite of the Good News!  For good news does not erase fear.  
Yes, incredible news can ignite hope, but even hope does not eliminate genuine fear.  
So there they are… together again… gathered in a familiar place… desperate with 
unfamiliar fear.  The empty tomb isn’t proof enough that all Jesus promised is true!  Yet 
it is proof… amazing proof that God still shows up! 
 
Into this electrically charged space of longing, sadness, anticipation, urgency, 
excitement and fear Jesus too shows up… stands among them and offers these words, 
“Peace be with you.”  They recognize the scars.  They see the marks on his back… the 
hole in his side.  No doubt it is Jesus!   Immediately the words of hope… the words of 
oneness… the words of comfort he offered… the reminder that they would not be left 
alone, that he would leave his Spirit with them… their not-so-distant memories of that 
last supper… his tender care, come flooding back… washing over them… filling their 
hearts… like it was yesterday!  They rejoice!   
 
And yet so much has happened.  So much has changed.  And he is still with them.  Into 
their astonished, ashamed, afraid and hidden existence He comes… like an intruder, 
and asserts much-needed peace.  He offers more than simply words.  His presence is 
the reminder they need, that God is still with them (and us!)  And it is THIS… THIS 
experience of presence… of assurance… of knowing… of hope Thomas wants… and 
needs.  Don’t you? 
 
What the disciples saw that day… what they experienced that night… is all Thomas 
desires!  Too often we focus on Thomas’ doubt, forgetting he was not there when Jesus 
showed up on the other side of the locked door.  Thomas wasn’t there when Jesus 



offered His peace or instructions to forgive.  Thomas merely wants what the others have 
known.  And the beauty of this tender and glorious moment is when Jesus is willing to 
meet Thomas exactly where Thomas is… to meet his needs and normalize his doubts… 
like they are the most natural of responses; thereby quelling his uncertainty… banishing 
his anxiety… and modeling the Way of love, through the offer of peace, a demonstration 
of forgiveness, His willingness to give Thomas the very proof he needs to believe… 
which inevitably leads to commitment, sharing and spreading the Good News to many!    
 
And where the disciples rejoiced, Thomas responds with praise!  There is a difference!  
Likewise, we all respond differently to the Good News of the empty tomb! Yet most who 
have at least heard the rumours of the resurrection desire the intrusion of Jesus to 
believe… to believe good will triumph over evil… death will not get the last word…  to 
believe there  is hope in the midst of uncertainly and the God who created and is 
creating, the One who places a rainbow in the sky… the stars in the heavens… the One 
who liberates us from our oppression and promises life, eternal life to all who believe, 
still cares… still shows up… still is present and fulfilling the promises made so long ago! 
 
Today’s gospel lesson is neither about a phantom appearance nor a doubting disciple!  
Rather it is an encouraging passage for all of us who are locked away… fearful… are 
anxious… who need proof.  In the midst of uncertainty… unprecedented times… 
unbelievable angst over the unknown, God through Christ, shows up… and not only 
shows up, offers us his peace!    

Throughout human history the Divine comes… to encourage and sustain God’s creation 
through troubling times.  In 1527, less than 200 years after the Black Death killed about 
half of Europe’s population the plague re-emerged in Wittenberg and many 
neighbouring cities in Germany.  In his letter, “Whether One May Flee from a Deadly 
Plague, Martin Luther, the German professor, theologian, priest and father of the 
Protestant Reformation weighs the responsibilities of ordinary citizens during contagion.  
He wrote, “Christ’s peace is not to remove us from disaster and death, but rather to 
have peace in the midst of disaster and death, because Christ has already overcome 
these things.”   Still powerful, practical, and reassuring words… a reminder… God 
shows up!  

Trusting this… knowing this… believing this… how will we as Christ’s followers, as His 
Church tell this story? How will we point to the signs in our midst… the evidence we see 
and experience… that the Divine indeed shows up… is here!  How will we elevate or 
illuminate the proof many need, that forgiveness is forever possible?  How will we 
communicate the women’s witness that welcomes wonder… and provides the 
assurance we all seek (especially in these COVID days) that there IS a Peace that may 
not eradicate or save us from the virus, yet will carry us through whatever we face… we 
suffer… we fear… we hide from…  
 
Perhaps the opportunity before us… with us…is to quiet our lives… to simplify our 
living?  Perhaps God is inviting us to pause from our busyness… get off of our 
treadmills… and listen deeply to and for the signs of Holy peace and presence in our 
midst?  Perhaps we are being called to open ourselves anew to the Spirit’s nudging to 



do something new?  To let go of old ideas… long held traditions and understandings… 
in order to make room for the new thing God is doing in you… and through you?  
Perhaps we are being asked to welcome the Spirit’s presence… not requiring proof, 
rather trusting in and believing, truly believing the Spirit WILL be our Peace… WILL be 
our Comfort… WILL point us to ways of service, sharing, caring and commitment we 
have yet to imagine, discover or engage in.  They are there before us… around us… in 
us… and present in our communities… because God IS here. God continues to show 
up… to comfort, care, bless and love… and so must we!   
 
Earlier in John’s telling, you might recall in John chapter 14, he tells his disciples he will 
be leaving to prepare a place for them. He offers words of comfort, “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled.  You believe in God, believe also in me.”   
Thomas responds, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way?” 
Jesus answers, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
Then he tells them, “If you love me, keep my commands.  And I will ask the Father and 
he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever--- the Spirit of 
truth… who will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.   Do not let your hearts be troubled and do 
not be afraid.”      
 
Thanks be to God, the gospel story begins when God shows up… in a garden… in a 
flood… at a river… in a manger… on a cross… in a locked room!  And no matter the 
wrenching chaos of the world… 2000 years ago… 500 years ago… or now, and no 
matter where or how or even if we marked the day, Easter came!   
 
And Easter continues in you… in me… in nature… in our communities… in our care for 
one another and our loving care of our families… our neighbours… the returning 
migrant workers… the people at Wesley Urban Ministries, local places of business… 
our neigbours who rely on the Flamborough Food Bank and so many more!  Life 
flourishes in the face of death, and we are offered resurrection hope… the gift of 
peace… because God shows up, Jesus comes amongst us when we are most fearful 
and vulnerable, and the Spirit of truth breathes into us Easter’s promises of  life today… 
tomorrow… and always!    Thanks be to God.  AMEN and AMEN 

 

Ministry of Music:       Doubting Thomas                Nickel Creek 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IH_4-IhEhBA 

 

 

We Respond 

Minute for Mission:  Second Chances 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbqtIMI7HdU&list=PLQDu-
SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR&index=14 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IH_4-IhEhBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbqtIMI7HdU&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbqtIMI7HdU&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR&index=14


 
Invitation: 
Jesus said to him `Because you have seen me you have found faith.  
Happy are they who find faith without seeing me. 
 
And blessed are you who give in faith. 
May our offerings continue to bear witness to the love and life Jesus gives.   
 
Presentation of the Offering 
Sung Response:                    VU 542  
We give you but your own, whate’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is your alone, we give it gratefully. 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

Giving God, I offer to you this day, a token of my life and my substance.  

Take my living and this gift and use them to work as your witness in this world which 

you have loaned us, for the healing and reconciliation of all people to you. 

In the name of Jesus, I pray. Amen 

 
Prayers of the People 
 
Surprising God,  
we come to this Easter season through the long Lenten journey  
in which you have called us to examine our inner lives and our outward actions.  
Then on Easter, it is as though we have been freed from our darkness  
to walk in the Light with you.  
 
Yet our hearts remain burdened… our fears are real… 
our thoughts and prayers continue to be with many in our world… our families…  
our community in these COVID days 
 
This day we give thanks as we remember: 
- front-line workers who continue to work tirelessly… courageously risking and serving 
for the benefit of many.   May they know the gratitude we feel for healthcare workers, 
truck drivers, farmers, store clerk… ALL who are keeping your people as healthy as 
possible… body and mind, physically and spiritually. 
 
- our dear friends who suffer from illness and loss,  
God, help us to be a presence of comfort even from a distance.   
Be especially with all who are grieving alone…  
who are not able to experience the comforting rituals we long for at the time of death - 
a comforting touch… a hug… the sharing of memories and a meal… ;  
 
- for all who are lost and alone, alienated and isolated from family and friends,  



we pray you empower us to reach out in compassion,  
offering appropriate help… a tender heart… a listening ear… a prayer for peace…  
that will bless and calm… remind them of their belovedness…  
and they are NOT alone;  
 
- for all who are fearing financially due to lost jobs and wages… lost semesters and lost 
school opportunities… lost activities… lost funding… lost relationships… and all who 
are overwhelmed in their new role as home teachers… all families that are living in 
confined quarters and miss activities that help burn energy and relieve stress… all who 
are fearing eviction… and abusive partners… Be with them… with us in our losses.  
Quell our fears.  Point us to the places of need so we can serve and love… and bear 
your hope.   
 
- for our community, our province, our nation,  
God, we thank you for our leaders and continue to pray for wisdom. grace, empathy, 
and courage as they make  decisions that affect many; 
 
- and for ourselves, we pray for an extra measure of faith so as doubts arise, we may 
meet them with confidence… know your peace… and emerge as strong witnesses to 
your love.  
 
It has only been a week, yet Easter and its celebration so quickly slides into the past  
and we are tempted to move back into our doubts and fears…  
our complicity and complacence.  
 
Surprise us again, O God,  
as Jesus surprised his disciple Thomas who feared and doubted.  
 
Remind us… show us…  
help us engage in the signs of Jesus' resurrection all around us, 
in the greening of ourselves and others, 
in the bringing forth of your kingdom… here and now… 
 
In the name of the Risen One we pray, as he taught us, singing: 

The Lord’s Prayer   (sung-contemporary)                         VU 959 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usVwXs02VWs 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be you name, 
you kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive, those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil 
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usVwXs02VWs


  

We Go Forth to Serve in Love’s Name! 

 

1 Peter 1: 3-9   (New International Version) 

 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is 

kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming 

of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly 

rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of 

trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth 

than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and 

honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; 

and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 

inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the 

salvation of your souls. 

 

Hymn:  “The Day of Resurrection”                            VU 164 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NMXsBB5o0g  

1  
The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad;  
the passover of gladness, the passover of God!  
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky,  
our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory.  
 
2  
Our hearts be free of evil, that we may see aright  
the Christ in rays eternal of resurrection light,  
and, listening to the accents, may hear so calm and plain  
Christ’s own “All hail!” and, hearing, may raise the victor strain.  
 
3 
Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth its song begin,  
the round world keep high triumph, and all that is therein;  
let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend,  
for Christ indeed is risen, our Joy that has no end.  

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NMXsBB5o0g


Sending Forth: (responsively) 
We do not see; we do not touch; 
  and yet, we find ourselves alive in the presence of the Risen One! 
As we participate in His work and witness in the world,   
  fulfill in us, O God, the awe and joy he promised. 
Now let us go, to serve, love and bless in his name; 
  to live, offer and receive His peace for all peoples! 

 

Sung Response:                  vs 1   VU 575     

I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

 
 

 


