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Kilbride United Church – 9:30 am 
EASTER SUNDAY – with communion 

Worship for April 12, 2020 
‘I Have Seen the Lord!’  

 

We Gather 

 
Ministry of Music  Joy in the Morning 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4or_GSIgbU 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land:   
This morning we acknowledge the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of 
the Haudenosaunee and Anishnaabeg peoples. This territory is covered by the Upper 
Canada Treaties, and is within the lands protected by the “Dish With One Spoon” 
wampum agreement. 
 
As we gather to worship, we express gratitude to Mother Earth for the abundance and 
beauty in our midst… for the First Nations, Métis and Inuit people who have called this 
place home and have shown us generosity, hospitality, and willingness to share of their 
abundance.   We give thanks to Creator for the blessing of this Holy Ground… this 
gathering… the people present… May Her Spirit of Love permeate all we do and all we 
are as we remember broken covenants and seek to live into the ministry of 
reconciliation in Jesus’ Name.  AMEN   
 

Silence 

WELCOME / Celebrations / Announcements 
 
Call to Worship: 
This is the day: 

when healing touches the suffering; 
when loneliness discovers a family; 
when peace caresses the stressed. 

This is the day the Lord: 
breaks free of death's clutches, 
rolls away the stone, 
folds the grave clothes into a neat pile. 

This is the day the Lord has made: 
the day of sin's defeat, 
the day of resurrection, 
the first day of the new creation. 

This is the day! 
Christ is risen! Hallelujah! 

                              ~~~ Thom Shuman 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4or_GSIgbU
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Hymn:  “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”                         VU 155   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9a41CvVEHw 
*** If you use the YouTube link, only verses v.1,2 & 4 are shared 
 
1  
Jesus Christ is risen today, hallelujah!  
our triumphant holy day, hallelujah!  
who did once, upon the cross, hallelujah!  
suffer to redeem our loss. Hallelujah!  
 
2  
Hymns of praise then let us sing hallelujah!  
unto Christ, our heavenly King, hallelujah!  
who endured the cross and grave, hallelujah!  
sinners to redeem and save. Hallelujah!  
 
3  
But the pains which he endured, hallelujah!  
our salvation have procured; hallelujah!  
now above the sky he’s King, hallelujah!  
where the angels ever sing. Hallelujah!  
 
4  
Sing we to our God above, hallelujah!  
praise eternal as God’s love; hallelujah!  
praise our God, ye heavenly host, hallelujah!  
praise the Son and Holy Ghost. Hallelujah!  
 

 
Opening Prayer:    

God of grace and power,  
we have longed and prepared for this joyous day: 

on Palm Sunday we celebrated your arrival as a king, 
on Maundy Thursday we learnt a new commandment, 
on Good Friday we cried at the foot of the cross, 
on Holy Saturday we kept vigil, 
and on this Blessed Sunday we rejoice  
in the risen power of love, hope, and new life. 

Make this rising real in our own lives.  
Let us be people of love, hope, and new life.  
Let us be people of joy.  
In Jesus’ name.  
Amen  
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9a41CvVEHw
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Lesson for the Young and Young at Heart      Measuring God's Love 

Objects:  A measuring cup, a tape measure, and a watch 

Scripture: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 (NIV) 

Sometimes we use a measuring cup to measure things.  
 
If I were making some cookies you would measure… 
 
If we were building something, we might use a tape measure to… 
 
And we use a watch to measure….  
  
Now there are probably some people who use their watches to see how long the 
sermon is… or the worship… yet the Bible tells us God's love is from everlasting to 
everlasting. (Psalm 103:17) … overflowing…beyond measure… timeless… Wow!  
 
"For God so loved the world, that he gave His one and only Son that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life." How do you measure a love like this?  
 
We can't measure it -- we don't need to --  
We are simply asked to come and see… experience it… 
Then go and tell… and give thanks! 

 
Hymn:   “Hallelujah, Hallelujah Give Thanks”              VU 179 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2U1MuOCHon4 
 
Refrain: 
Hallelujah, hallelujah. Give thanks to the risen Christ; 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! Give praise to God’s name 
 
1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth, 
firstborn of all creation.  Refrain 
 
2. Spread the good news o’er all the earth: 
Jesus has died and is risen.  Refrain: 
 
3. We have been crucified with Christ, 
now we shall live for ever.  Refrain 
 
4. Come let us praise the living God, 
joyfully sing to our Saviour.   Refrain 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2U1MuOCHon4
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We Are Renewed 
  

Matthew 28: 1-10 Good News Translation (GNT) 

The Resurrection 

28 After the Sabbath, as Sunday morning was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to look at the tomb. 2 Suddenly there was a violent earthquake; an angel of 

the Lord came down from heaven, rolled the stone away, and sat on it. 3 His 

appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were 

so afraid that they trembled and became like dead men. 

5 The angel spoke to the women. “You must not be afraid,” he said. “I know you are 

looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has been raised, just as he 

said. Come here and see the place where he was lying. 7 Go quickly now, and tell his 

disciples, ‘He has been raised from death, and now he is going to Galilee ahead of you; 

there you will see him!’ Remember what I have told you.” 

8 So they left the tomb in a hurry, afraid and yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 

9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Peace be with you.” They came up to him, took 

hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 “Do not be afraid,” Jesus said to them. “Go and 

tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 

 
 
 
Message:              I Have Seen the Lord!                                                                          Sue Cowan 

 
I Have Seen the Lord!                                                   Matthew 28: 1-10 

 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary walk to the tomb in solitude before the sun even 
rises.  Grief hangs heavy in the air… palpable… real… emphasizing the sorrow of the 
moment.  The earth quakes violently… groaning in solidarity, so much so the guards 
tremble in fear… paralyzed like dead men.  
 
A heavenly angel rolls away the stone and sits on it… tells the women not to be afraid 
and then says, “I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.  He is not here!” 
 
Mary’s mind immediately goes to grave robbers… a well-known crime in antiquity.  And 
I wonder if they even hear the angel’s invitation to come and see the place where he 
lay, before they are told to go quickly… tell the others… Jesus has risen and will see 
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them in Galilee! 
 
And in that moment, God proclaims Jesus is risen!  Death is defeated!  And there’s 
more to come!  Because this is the kind of God we have!  God is NOT done yet!  
There’s more resurrection moments to come!  Opportunities for each of us to proclaim 
we have seen the Lord! 
 
______________________ 
Now Matthew’s telling of the resurrection story is pretty stark.  There are no spices for 
the body.  Instead, into the normalcy of visiting a gravesite (we’ve probably all been 
there at one time or another) the counter-normal experience of resurrection happens… 
the new creation begins!  The stone is rolled away, not to let Jesus out, rather to let 
witnesses in!  ‘Come and see’ the angel instructs… and then just as quickly, with great 
urgency… they are told to ‘go and tell’!   
 
Ordinary becomes extra-ordinary! 
Simple instructions turn into worship! 
Words of comfort become blessed encouragement! 
The call to a new way, becomes their new identity! 
The commissioning ‘Go and tell’ takes the women from their places of fear (which we 
know all too well in these COVID days)… to the place of bearing witness… offering 
hope… proclaiming death is not the end!     
 
How will we respond to the Good News of the empty tomb? 
Are we awed by the message and able to go and tell? 
Are we frightened by the message and constantly seek proof? 
 
Can we hear the words “don’t be afraid”… that move us from sacrifice to service? 
Can we see the Risen One in our midst… who moves us from observant to obedient? 
Can we live into Christ’s commandment to love one another… which challenges us to 
reach out to all with compassion? 
Will we delight at the news we have received” and then boldly dare to share it with 
others so they might know God’s grace and love too? 

 
Friends… brothers and sisters… I HAVE seen the Lord!   Perhaps you have too?   
The tomb is empty… He is not there… He is here!    
 
He is here…  
- in corporations that are re-tooling their facilities to produce ventilators, masks, and 
other essentials we need… and our neighbours need   
 
He is here… 
- in the ones who are calling their neighbours, buying their groceries… tending to their 
spirits 
- in the folks who are regularly checking in on the elderly… the health compromised… 
the parents trying to be teachers… the children trying to make sense of this… and 
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saying it will be okay. 
He is here…  
- present in people sewing masks, scrub caps, surgical gowns…  
and all who are sharing materials… laundering… delivering… caring for their 
neighbours… 
 
He is here… 
- in a community that bangs pots… makes noise… honours and blesses and thanks the 
front line people who are risking… and working tirelessly to keep things together… to 
control the spread. 
 
He is here…  
- in the baby growing in a scared mother’s belly… and with the elder dying alone. 
- with the families who are grieving and cannot gather… with families whose 
celebrations have been postponed or cancelled… 
 
He is here… 
- in the bulbs and the budding… in the greening… in the growth. 
 
He is here… 
- in the isolation… anxiety… the uncertainty…  
the roller-coaster of our emotional, mental, physical, spiritual beings…     
 

I have seen the Lord!  Have you?   

 

God’s story is not finished!   

The angel’s words are as life-giving today as they were to the women!    

Come and see… then go and tell!   

 

Love extravagantly… share abundantly… bless and be blessed!   

Live the story!   Share the story!  Embrace the story… so others will know… Jesus lives 

in you… in me… here and now… and forevermore!    

Thanks be to God! 

AMEN and AMEN 

 

 
Ministry of Music  Because He Lives 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LB3un06HUSY 
 

 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LB3un06HUSY
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God’s People Respond 

 
Offering 
As we continue celebrating the gift of this amazing day of resurrection, 
may our hearts overflow… and our offerings… 
with the joy and promise of Easter! 
May our gifts bring forth light and hope. 
May they empower and further our work… 
and bear witness that we have indeed seen the risen Lord!     
 
 
Presentation of the Offering 
Sung Response:  (tune: Though I May Speak – VU 372) 

You give us hope this Easter Day: 
O God, in Christ, you make us new! 
As we've been blessed, O Lord, we pray, 
May these our gifts bless others, too.                                      
                                                  Words by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  Used with permission 

 
Prayer of Dedication 
Gracious and Loving God…  
Bless these gifts.  Bless the givers and the receivers. 
Use all we offer to carry your Incarnate Love into the world. 
We pray this with the boldness of all 
who have encountered the living Christ.  
In His name we pray.  Amen 

 
 

God’s Grace Restores 

 
The Sacrament of Communion                      
 
Invitation to the Meal / The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

 
On this day, we celebrate the risen Christ! 
  We celebrate resurrection in our lives! 
We embrace the grace which reaches from the tomb. 
  We embrace faith by committing to love in action. 
On this day, we shout Hallelujah – Christ is risen! 
  He is risen indeed! 
And so we come… in celebration… in faith… to receive God’s grace 
  and to recommit to the way of Jesus! 
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Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love,    
you are beyond complete knowledge,  
above perfect description. 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
Source of Life, Living Word, and Bond of Love, 
you are creative and self-giving, 
generously moving in all the near and distant corners of the universe. 
Nothing exists that does not find its source in you. 

 
Through fear-filled days and aching nights 

when the powers of death have done their worst, 
your love has never deserted us.  

Even when we turn away from you, you are with us;  
your presence never fails us,  
your gifts of hope and new life transform us. 

 
We praise you for Jesus Christ,  
risen to life, eternal as your love.  
With the women at the tomb,  
 we raise the strain of gladness.  
Hallelujah! Life is stronger than death! 
The day of resurrection has come,  
 scattering fear and gloom.  
And so we rejoice with all your people of every time and place, and with angels and 
archangels, to proclaim the glory of your name: 
 
Response:                (sung MV 203 or spoken) 
O holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space. 
All earth and sea and sky above bear witness to your grace. 
Hosanna in the highest heav’n, creation sings your praise. 
And blessed is the One who comes and bears your name always!  
 
It is Jesus, God incarnate, the Risen Christ, 
who joins us together as a community of broken but hopeful believers: 

loving what he loved 
living what he taught, and 
striving to be his faithful servants 
in our time and place. 

In this meal we remember Jesus, his promises,  
and the price he paid for who he was, what he said, and what he did. 
 
On the night before Jesus died, 
he took a loaf of bread, 
gave thanks, broke it, and said, 
“Take and eat, whenever you do this, remember me.” 
After supper, Jesus took the cup, and poured, saying, 
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“This is the new covenant, poured out for you, remember me.” 
 
We do remember.  
We remember his life of love, his friendship, his teaching, his dying, and his rising to life 
again.  
 
In sharing this meal, we live out the mystery of our faith: 
 
Response:    (sung - MV 204 or spoken) 
 Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, 
 Christ will come again! 
 Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen 
 Christ will come again! 
 
Holy Mystery, God the Spirit, 
we call on you to transform these familiar things,  

as you continually transform the world around us. 
 
Bless this bread and this cup, 
 the wheat and the grape, 
 the farmer and the harvest, 
 the seed and the sower. 
So that in the sharing of these simple elements in community, we may taste and see 
your goodness. 
 
Through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory is yours, God most holy,  
now and forever.  

 
Response:   (either sung - MV 205 or spoken) 
 Amen, amen, O Holy One! Hosanna and Amen! 
 Amen, amen, O Holy One! Hosanna and Amen! 
 
 
Holy Mystery, God the Spirit, 
we call on you to transform these familiar things,  

as you continually transform the world around us. 
 
Bless this bread and this cup, 
 the wheat and the grape, 
 the farmer and the harvest, 
 the seed and the sower. 
So that in the sharing of these simple elements in community,  
we may taste and see your goodness. 
Through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ,  
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in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory is yours, God most holy,  
now and forever.  

 
 
Prayer / The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray… 
God of resurrection and new life, you broke into the hearts of Jesus’ fearful friends. Now 
break into our relationships with one another. Where they are vibrant and life-giving, 
nurture them. Where they are strained by old hurts and misunderstandings, or 
carelessly taken for granted, resurrect, renew and revive our life together! 
 
God of might and mercy, you broke the schemes of those who stood in the way of your 
love. Now break into the governance of your world. Stir the minds and hearts of leaders 
to work for justice and equitable sharing. Where laws are corrupt, or people suffer under 
harsh rule, resurrect, renew and revive the leaders of the world! 
 
God of healing and hope, you broke the bonds of death which tried to shackle new life. 
Now break into situations of illness, pain, grief, and loss. Wherever people are sick in 
body, mind, or spirit, and wherever someone mourns the loss of any relationship or 
dream, resurrect, renew and revive our lives! 
 
God of Easter Renewal and Resurrection, you have broken into our lives again this day. 
Break into all our moments of celebration and joy. Give us gratitude, the impulse to 
share, and a spirit of grace and understanding.  
Resurrect, renew and revive our souls and spirits! 
And break into the circumstances, places, and lives we name in the silence of our 
hearts… 
 
(Silence) 
 
Resurrect, renew and revive your Creation… and your people this day 
as we offer prayers spoken… prayers offered in silence… to YOU, 
our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer and Hope! 
 
This we pray in the Name of the Risen One who taught us to say together: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever.  AMEN 

  



11 

 

Breaking the Bread, Pouring the Cup (responsively) 

The body of Christ,  
 the bread of life. 
The lifeblood of Christ,  
 the cup of blessing. 
The gifts of God for the people of God; all is ready! 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Sharing the Meal:             
 
You are invited to prayerfully partake of the bread and the cup… 
taking time to reflect on signs of resurrection you are seeing,  
in spite of your isolation. 
THESE are gifts of grace and love… like the empty tomb… 
so “Do not be afraid” 
He IS risen!  Hallelujah! 
 

 
Prayer after Communion: (unison) 
 Thank you, Jesus, for this feast of life.  
 We are fed by your love;  
 we are strengthened by your life.  
 We are sent forth into this world  
  to live your way and share your joy.  
 We are now commissioned to:  

 feed as we have been fed, 
 forgive as we have been forgiven, 
 love as we have been loved. 

 Thanks be to God.  Amen   
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We Go Forth to Serve in Love! 
 
Unbroken… unending… never alone… 
Our God brings forth resurrection… hope… new creation…  
moving us from chaos to calm…to beautiful life-giving actions! 
 
Our earth can be beautiful again; 
like dead twigs that come to life… budding; 
dry seeds… sprouting… 
hard round bulbs becoming flowers of great diversity and beauty! 
 
THIS is what God’s amazing love looks like… 
Even when our lives are dry… difficult…  
when we are stretched… scared…  
our planet damaged and poisoned… 
God’s greening is happening… in you… and me… and in all creation! 
Hallelujah! 

 
 

Hymn:  “This Easter Celebration”   

   Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

       (Tune: The Church’s One Foundation)  Used with permission.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOGF93cDYNs    (5 verses, organ instrumental 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOGF93cDYNs
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Blessing and Sending Forth (responsively) 
Like the air we breathe, God’s grace surrounds us. 
 We go into the world as people of grace. 
Like the dawn of a new day, God’s hope renews us. 
 We go into the world as people of hope.  
Like the earth we walk on, God’s love makes us strong. 
 We go into the world as people of love. 
Like flowers bursting forth from dry bulbs, God’s gift of new life brings us joy. 
  We go into the world with hope in our hearts,  
  God’s story on our lips, God’s Spirit in our lives! 
 
 
VIDEO:  Siyahamba! -  We ARE Marching in the Light of God VU 646 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGOiANtGmhE&fbclid=IwAR1dl_hVPLO0P7TWGrx

Ib4ARcXemw9D3myNxb159E8Ip0gtcKhMI86AHe_s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGOiANtGmhE&fbclid=IwAR1dl_hVPLO0P7TWGrxIb4ARcXemw9D3myNxb159E8Ip0gtcKhMI86AHe_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGOiANtGmhE&fbclid=IwAR1dl_hVPLO0P7TWGrxIb4ARcXemw9D3myNxb159E8Ip0gtcKhMI86AHe_s

