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Kilbride United Church – 9:30 am 
LENT 5 

Sunday Service for March 29, 2020  
 
 
To Ponder as you Prepare for Worship 
Consider a situation where you changed sides in a discussion/argument. What brought 
you to that change? 
 

 

We Gather 

 

Acknowledgement of the Land:   

As we center ourselves to worship, we are reminded the sacred land on which we 

gather is situated on treaty land that is steeped in rich Indigenous history.  For 

thousands of years this land has been the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, 

Seneca, Neutral peoples, and continues to be home to many First Nations, Métis and 

Inuit people today.  As settlers, we give thanks for the sacred relationship between 

Mother Earth, the Indigenous peoples and the land.  And as followers of Jesus, we 

share in the responsibility to steward the holy ground on which we live, work and 

worship. 

Silence 

WELCOME / Celebrations / Announcements 
 
Throughout Lent we will begin each worship service by singing 
 
Centering Song:  “God, Take My Hand”  vs 1           VU 638   
 

God, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way;  

direct, protect and feed me from day to day.  

Without your grace and favour I go astray;  

so take my hand, O Saviour, and lead the way.  
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Call to Worship: 

 
One: God is loose in the world;    
All:  the corner store, the sunset, the phone call late at night, the 
anger at wrong, the love lived neighbour to neighbour. 
One: God is loose in our lives: 
All:  present in every moment, every breath, every tear, laugh, and 
sigh. 
One: And the One who has created and is creating  says, 
All:  Forget what I have done before; Behold I do a new thing.” 
 
Hymn:  “Morning Has Broken”                                     VU 409  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=we-n-Zmglt0 
 
1  

Morning has broken like the first morning,  
blackbird has spoken like the first bird.  
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!  
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!  
 
2  

Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven,  
like the first dewfall on the first grass.  
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,  
sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass.  
 
3  

Ours is the sunlight! Ours is the morning  
born of the one light Eden saw play!  
Praise with elation, praise every morning,  
God’s recreation of the new day!  
 

 

Opening Prayer:  (in unison) 

God of everyone and everything, God of one and all, bless all who 
seek you in this place.  Give love that united us and joy that renews 
our life.  Guide us to life as surprising as streams in a desert and 
more powerful than any known way.  In the name of Jesus, Living 
Water, we pray.  Amen   
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=we-n-Zmglt0
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Lesson for the Young and Young at Heart 
 
OBJECT:  Box of Kleenex 
 
In both the Hebrew scripture and Gospel passage for this week we deal with death… 
despair… loss… pain… uncertainty… 

And it would be safe to say that many of these feelings… are VERY real to us! 

I especially love in the passage from John’s gospel where we hear of Lazarus’ illness 
and ultimately his death… and what does Jesus do?  He weeps. 

He weeps for the death of his friend. 
He weeps for his friends Mary & Martha who have lost their beloved brother. 
He weeps for the potential lost… the income lost… the impact this will have on his 
family, in a society where men take care of the women… women do not work or own 
property… women do not have an identity unless it is attached to a man. 
 
As ministers we are trained in times such as this we are to the less anxious presence… 
the place of safety… the comforter and caregiver… to weep with and for the other. 
 
Jesus weeps. 
And so do we at this time of great loss… of overwhelming uncertainty… 
of death and disease… 
Yet what is also beautiful in both passages is the hope… the assurance… 
that death is not the end… rather God works in us… through us… 
in others and through others  
to bring forth the message of hope… new life… resurrection… rebirth… 
to remind us again and again, we are NOT alone! 
   

Hymn:  “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”                        VU 375 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95iJo2IJxAU 
 
REFRAIN:  Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,  
   blow thro’ the wilderness calling and free,  
   Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,  
   stir me from placidness,  
   Wind, Wind on the sea.  
 
1  
You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,  
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;  
and over the eons you called to each thing:  
wake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.   
REFRAIN:  Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,  
   blow thro’ the wilderness calling and free,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95iJo2IJxAU
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   Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,  
   stir me from placidness,  
   Wind, Wind on the sea.  
 
2  
You swept thro’ the desert, you stung with the sand,  
and you goaded your people with a law and a land;  
and when they were blinded with their idols and lies,  
then you spoke thro’ your prophets to open their eyes.  
 
REFRAIN 
  
3  
You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,  
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still;  
and down in the city you called once again,  
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  
 
REFRAIN 
 
4  
You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes,  
from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams,  
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes,  
with bold new decisions your people arise.  
 
REFRAIN 
 

 

Because God Gives… 

 
Minute for Mission:   Touch The Earth 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igj2a9HpDh4&list=PLQDu-
SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR&index=4&t=0s 
 
Invitation: 
From your hands, O God, 
come the blessings that make life possible, 
even the very gift of life itself. 
In this Spirit we offer our praise, our offerings, ourselves. 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igj2a9HpDh4&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR&index=4&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igj2a9HpDh4&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RhYlxVfQOxbo1DjO9ezW-sR&index=4&t=0s
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Presentation of the Offering 
Sung Response:  (tune: O Worship the King – VU 235) 

O Lord, you have said: Seek treasures above 
like sharing of bread and labours of love, 
like kindness to strangers and gifts to the poor. 
These gifts, given humbly, will surely endure.                                      
                                                  Words by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  Used with permission 

 
Prayer of Dedication 
In gratitude and thanks, 
receive from our hands this portion of our labours, O God. 
By your Spirit’s leading, 
may these gifts bless the life of many 
with the assurance of love, 
the promise of hope, 
and the course of justice. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  AMEN 
 

 

We Are Renewed 
  

Hebrew Reading:  Ezekiel 37: 1-14     
 
Today’s haunting passage from our Hebrew scriptures comes from a long section 
expressing hope for the dawning of a new age initiated by God. It was probably written 
soon after the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the temple in 586 BCE.  
 
Here, the prophet urges his devastated nation to look beyond this catastrophe to a 
future that vindicates God's justice and promises the restoration of the nation by the 
action of God's spirit.  
 
Reading from the Good News Translation, may we find God’s hope for us found in 
Ezekiel chapter 37, verses 1-14 
 
 1 I felt the powerful presence of the LORD, and his spirit took me and set me down 
in a valley where the ground was covered with bones. 2 He led me all around the valley, 
and I could see that there were very many bones and that they were very dry. 3 He said 
to me, “Mortal man, can these bones come back to life?” 
 I replied, “Sovereign LORD, only you can answer that!” 
 4 He said, “Prophesy to the bones. Tell these dry bones to listen to the word of 
the LORD. 5 Tell them that I, the Sovereign LORD, am saying to them: I am going to put 
breath into you and bring you back to life. 6 I will give you sinews and muscles, and 
cover you with skin. I will put breath into you and bring you back to life. Then you will 
know that I am the LORD.” 
 7 So I prophesied as I had been told. While I was speaking, I heard a rattling 
noise, and the bones began to join together. 8 While I watched, the bones were covered 
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with sinews and muscles, and then with skin. But there was no breath in the bodies. 
 9 God said to me, “Mortal man, prophesy to the wind.[a] Tell the wind that the 
Sovereign LORD commands it to come from every direction, to breathe into these dead 
bodies, and to bring them back to life.” 
 10 So I prophesied as I had been told. Breath entered the bodies, and they came 
to life and stood up. There were enough of them to form an army. 
 11 God said to me, “Mortal man, the people of Israel are like these bones. They 
say that they are dried up, without any hope and with no future. 12 So prophesy to my 
people Israel and tell them that I, the Sovereign LORD, am going to open their graves. I 
am going to take them out and bring them back to the land of Israel. 13 When I open the 
graves where my people are buried and bring them out, they will know that I am the 
LORD. 14 I will put my breath in them, bring them back to life, and let them live in their 
own land. Then they will know that I am the LORD. I have promised that I would do 
this—and I will. I, the LORD, have spoken.” 
 
May God’s Spirit breathe life into these words and our dry bones; bringing forth new life 
and hope for us and the world we live in!  AMEN  
 

 
 

Hymn: “God Weeps”                                         MV 78 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2k69Yv736A 
 
1. God weeps at love withheld, 
 at strength misused,  
 at children’s innocence abused, 
 and till we change the way we love, God weeps. 
 
2. God bleeds at anger’s fist,  
 at trust betrayed, 
 at women battered and afraid, 
 and till we change the way we win, God bleeds. 
 
3. God cries at hungry mouths, 
 at running sores, 
 at creatures dying without cause, 
 and till we change the way we care, God cries. 
 
4. God waits for stones to melt, 
 for peace to seed, 
 for hearts to hold each other’s need, 
 and till we understand the Christ, God waits. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37&version=GNT#fen-GNT-24500a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2k69Yv736A
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Message:         Shedding our Cocoons   John 11: 1-45 & Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

 
I’m sure many of you can recall Easters of your youth; dressing up with a new outfit, 
new shoes… and for the ladies, a new bonnet and usually gloves?  Likewise, if you 
were a church-goer, each Sunday you’d don your “Sunday best” for church… then wear 
the outfit all day - as many attended one service in the morning and another in the 
evening. And although the tradition of putting on new clothes can be traced back to 
Jesus… when the prodigal son comes home his father gives him some new clothes… it 
translated into our culture as a way of signifying when you come into the presence of 
the Lord, you bring your best… you look your best… as a way of honouring God… 
saying church was special, important, and set apart; worthy of our attention! 
 
Now, many years later, most of us come to church as we are; wearing our everyday 
clothes… no bonnets, no gloves… nothing fancy… as we have shifted our 
understanding of God - who does not believe what we wear is a barrier to belonging… 
being seen as beloved… being part of the Christian community.  And yet what remains 
the same, is that we, like generations before us, are still called to come… worship… 
commune with God… be willing to shed the things that bind us and be set free by the 
love and promises of Jesus; much like a butterfly shedding its cocoon and being 
transformed into a new being. For God continues to make it so; to breathe life into 
something that appears dead… to breathe hope into our lives and our beings… to bring 
forth resurrection in us and our world. 
 
Yet cocoons are not necessarily restricted to what we are wearing.  They can also be a 
state of being or a state of mind. They represent the things we used to do before we 
understood their long-term effects on people and the planet.  They represent addictions 
and worldly things we hold on to or that hold onto us. They represent things in our 
pasts… that burden us, weigh us down, paralyze us so we cannot move forward. 
Cocoons represent depressions and other infirmities that affect our day-to-day living… 
our practices that destroy rather than heal… our words that devalue, rather than 
encourage and accept.  Cocoons encase our limited beliefs in what GOD can do in our 
lives and many are so comfortable, so a part of who we are, we don’t or we can’t shed 
them… ever.  
 
Now Jesus has been summoned to the bedside of his dear friend… to provide healing 
and comfort, yet Jesus does not respond right away.  There’s work to be done… people 
to teach… people to heal… people to bless… people to serve.  So he stays on, 
ministering to the people… for he knows God’s power and glory will soon be revealed. 
And when he finally arrives, Lazarus is dead… cocooned in his grave clothes and the 
tomb. And Jesus is greeted by his distraught sisters who are angry he did not come 
sooner, “Master, if you'd been here, my brother wouldn't have died.”   
 
“If you’d only been here”… We’ve all said those words… words of anger… words of 
disappointment… words of condemnation… Yet it’s hard, isn’t it... to wait for God to act 
when our world seems to be disintegrating around us… when the things we long for 
God to fix don’t get fixed… when we find ourselves wrapped up in behaviours or 
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circumstances we cannot control… when our fear is amplified by our isolation… and 
when we, with our limited vision cannot see past the immediate? It’s hard, in these 
moments of darkness, to remember the promise of God to be with us, even to the end 
of the world and to walk in, and point others to, this Light; trusting God will be there… 
and is here. 
 
It’s not easy… as our minds race… our questions mount… our control is diminished… 
our privileges are contained… our isolation continues… How do we respond, when 
people around us are plunged into despair and the world around us appears to be is 
falling apart? Do we say, as did Israel in the time of Exile: "our bones are dried up, our 
hope is lost, we are cut off completely…"? Do we give up hope as did Mary and Martha 
in the village of Bethany?  Do we say with them: "Lord, if you had been here, our brother 
would not have died"?  Or do we wait… in trust and hope - open… anticipating… the 
loving care, wisdom, and presence of God? 
 
Can the dead live again? Can God resurrect our dry bones… free us from what’s 
binding us… or raise us when all appears hopeless?  Can dead situations be 
redeemed, wasted lives be salvaged, the earth’s wellness be restored… and ours?  
 
Both Ezekiel and Lazarus would say the answer is a resounding YES!   And you? 
 
Yes, the events rehearsed in this week’s Gospel lesson are intimate. The key figures 
are friends and family. Within this community called Christ-followers, Jesus has 
cultivated an intimacy that allows Mary and Martha to expect healing. The 
disappointment of the delay occurs within the expectation of a response. And even in 
this moment, they remain faithful. The complexity of emotions is real. 

And here is the rub. Sometimes disappointment and faith coexist. Martha and Mary do 
not demand a fix. They continue to believe Jesus is the source of their hope. Thus — 
our story is not a pronouncement of survival principles, rather signs of God’s 
faithfulness to restore life in this world permeated with death and destruction. The signs 
restore our capacity to see God’s faithfulness in the face of disaster. 

Jesus will venture to the very place his life is most threatened, Jerusalem. There he 
encounters the very element that most threatens humanity… death. As we see Jesus’ 
sorrow, may we recognize the regret of God that creation is in agony. See God, seeing 
us, and grieving our human fears… our human anger… our human complicity… our 
human longing… our human brokenness… As it was then, it is now. 

Confusion is reasonable. God does not see as people see. Jesus is not stymied by the 
disciples’ defeatist attitude masquerading as bravado or by Martha and Mary’s 
disappointment masquerading as anticipation of a future hope. It will be from this 
intimacy Jesus’ final sign of God’s presence and power will be exhibited. 

In solidarity with a world where the threat of death is evident in political posturing, 
economic inequity, narcissistic leaders who poo-poo science, racism and intolerance 
that continues to dehumanize, the privilege and entitlement that over-rule common 
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sense and decency, individual isolation from COVID-19 or a host of other realities that 
diminish our ability to live abundantly… God in Christ approaches the stench of our 
strife. 

In faithfulness to God’s desire to give humanity abundant life, Jesus calls us by name. 
Jesus does not speak to the dead man, or the brother of the mourners, or the one 
buried by the community. Jesus calls to Lazarus.   
 
Jesus calls you also by name; inviting you to look at the "dead" situations and 
circumstances in your life and see them differently; to seek the new life God offers, 
through Christ - to remove the stones that weigh you down… to cast off your doubts 
and disbelief… to seek liberation from what binds you through the power of God.  
 
God invites you personally to respond to Jesus’ call to resurrection… new life; as you 
inhale God’s breath of love… the Spirit of life… letting it permeate all you are and all 
your living… and exhale the stuff that holds you back… from being everything God 
intended you to be. 
 
Jesus invites you to release yourself to the Divine’s leading; let go, let God… so God 
can guide you through your valleys… raise you up when you are trampled by life… work 
in and through you to reach out to others –  
 
Jesus calls you by name to arise in faith… bear His Light… proclaim His peace… 
demand Holy justice… model His compassion… point to the One who IS in all and over 
all… and in whom all things ARE possible!     
 
Then Jesus says, "I am the resurrection and the life. S/he who believes in me will live, 
even though s/he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?" (John 11: 25, 26)   
 
Faced with what seems impossible, Ezekiel stands alone in a huge field with the 
impossible task of making dry bones live again. Though he physically cannot bring them 
to life, God breathes life… Spirit… into the bones and they rise up… and the people of 
Israel believe!   
 

Do you believe, God can, and will breathe new life into us and our world?  Not because 
of something we have earned… some privilege we have… something we can afford… 
some words we have said… rather because God is gracious… God is Love… and God, 
in Christ says, “I am the resurrection and the life”!  In other words, let go of your 
despair… your anger… your grief… your fear.  When Jesus commands Lazarus to 
come out from the tomb and he commands the people to unbind him and let him go… in 
this moment we see God at work, through Jesus.  In this miracle moment we get a 
glimpse of the new life Jesus offers, by virtue of our faith in him. 
 
You and I… we have the opportunity to live life on this planet as God wants us to live it. 
So do it well, live in the freedom God wants you to enjoy… shed everything that binds 
you and keeps you from the abundance new life brings… the joy of reaching out a 



10 

 

blessing; through chalk messages on a sidewalk, sewing face masks, calling a 
neighbor, listening to the housebound, buying groceries for the isolated, respecting 
social distancing, finding creative ways to be community and in communion with one 
another… 
 
Our church building may be closed… but we, the church remain open, as we come out 
of our tombs and unwrap the wonderful reality God has prepared for us!  And standing 
at the foot of the cross we say, “I have shed everything that has kept me encumbered… 
kept me from you; my pain, regrets, fears, cares and worldly possessions and now here 
I am… one with You… one with creation waiting… anticipating… seeking to be born into 
your creature of extraordinary purpose, color, beauty and blessing … to soar… to 
serve… to shine in Your Name.”  
 
And by the grace of God it will be so!    
AMEN and AMEN 

 

 

 

Ministry of Music:         We Rise Again 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dkwj1hppsrs 
 
 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Spirit Creator, 
we stand at the edge of the valley… with Ezekiel and each other. 
 
We see the bones, piling up… bleached by the sun… 
 bones of despair… of sin… our wayward ways…  
 
We seek to share your truth, yet our bones are still weary from the ravages of life 
 zapping us of life… and hope… 
  as we lament of our failings in our silence, 
   naming our misguided words and actions… 
 
SILENCE 
 
Life-breathing, life giving God  
we have come a long way on this journey.  
 
For so many of us, we know where the scriptural road will take us;  
 and we will walk triumphantly into Jerusalem with the crowds  
 eat a supper meal with Jesus and his closest friends,  
 and watch as he is taken from the garden and brought before the authorities.  
We will weep at the foot of the cross as he speaks words of love and forgiveness,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dkwj1hppsrs
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 and we will wail at the tomb.  
We do not like where this journey is taking us and would just as soon skip it. 
 Yet we turn with Jesus towards Jerusalem…  
 
thankful… 
 for your Spirit that is arising in your prophetic and challenging Word… 
 for dreams and opportunities you are placing before us to forge deeper 
relationships  
  with your people in this faith community and the community beyond 
 
thankful for the promise of resurrection… 
 the challenge of following Jesus with the commitment of our lives and living 
  the hard work you call us to… to bring forth new life 
   to be witnesses to your truth… 
    serving in love and light 
     for all the world to see. 
 
Today we remember in our silence many people and situations  
that are heavy on our hearts 
 
SILENCE 
 
 
Oh God, in these uncertain and isolating times, 
 we pray for your resurrection, of our spirits,  
  your presence as we mourn 
   your promise of new life will be fulfilled in all 
    …. In us…. as we seek to serve you 
     building up the body of Christ, 
      through our words and our actions, 
       and through our commitment to love 
        all you create. 
 
This we pray in the name of Jesus, your Son, by offering his prayer today by saying: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  (spoken)                         VU 921 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever.  AMEN 
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We Go Forth to Serve in Love! 
 

God says to Ezekiel: I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live.  

Jesus says: I am the resurrection and the life – do you believe?! 

Jesus calls Lazarus, to come forth… and calls the people of Carlisle & 

Kilbride to come forth too! -  To be Christ’s church; open to God’s new way, 

Christ’s new life, the Spirit’s presence in one another…in our communities, 

always seeking harmony and right relations with all creation! 

 
 

Hymn:  “We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky”                     MV 143 
       (Abundant Life) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbi2_XuuK0M 
 

1. We cannot own the sunlit sky, 
 the moon, the wildflow’rs growing, 
 for we are part of all that is 
 within life’s river flowing. 
 With open hands receive and share 
 the gifts of God’s creation, 
 that all may have abundant life 
 in ev’ry earthly nation. 
 
2. When bodies shiver in the night 
 and weary, wait for morning, 
 when children have no bread but tears, 
 and war-horns sound their warning, 
 God calls humanity to wake, 
 to join in common labour, 
 that all may have abundant life 
 in one-ness with their neighbour. 
 
3. God calls humanity to join 
 as partners in creating 
 a future free from want or fear, 
 life’s goodness celebrating, 
 that new world beckons from afar, 
 invites our shared endeavour, 
 that all may have abundant life 
 and peace endure forever. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbi2_XuuK0M
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Commissioning and Blessing 

 

Listen. 
There is a gentle peace between us all. 
 If we listen  
  we will hear the breath of God in all things. 
Find your heart song.   
Feel it beating in quiet harmony with all life.  
 Its transcendent truth will transform the world.  
Now go, for the Creator’s call is to bring forth Life 
 to our community and the world we call home. 
 

Sung Response:            v.5 Lent            VU 121 
(Tune: Come Thou Long Expected Jesus – VU 2) 

 

God of all our fear and sorrow, 

God who lives beyond our death; 

hold us close through each tomorrow, 

love as near as every breath. 

 
 


