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Calling All Talents 

(August 19, 2018) 

 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 25:14-30 

 

This summer, I’ve been focusing on the parables of Jesus. He designed them so they 

could be heard by diverse audiences without a lot of prior, expert knowledge. They are 

meant to be accessible, immediate, and speak to people’s lives. You don’t need a 

degree in theology or history to understand what’s going on. For a time where 

schedules are in flux and people can be away on vacations, it seemed a great way to 

have messages, but not require that someone be here every week to keep up, the way 

perhaps a series or a longer narrative would do. 

 

What I’ve tried to do is explain 

some of the cultural context 

around each parable to show any 

additional details that might have 

been heard and understood by the 

original audience that we just lack 

as time goes by and 

circumstances change. But this 

morning’s parable, about the 

talents being invested, seems to 

speak more to our time than the 

past. You see, in Jesus’ time, a talent was an amount of money, about six months of 

wages or more. But for us it’s a skill, something we’re good at and creative with. For 

Jesus it would be an analogy about investing whatever God gives us, and if we bury it 

we miss out, where our gifts are compared to money. But for us, when the word “talent” 

has more meaning than just money, it can be a fuller metaphor about not burying our 

God-given gifts. It speaks a little more clearly about Jesus’ original intent. 

 

I just find it interesting that language evolves so our understanding evolves with it. To 

me it’s almost as if God intended the language to shift so the meaning would become 

clearer, instead of further away. Over time that’s the hope, anyway, that all scriptures 

can be opened to us by the Holy Spirit so we grow into deeper understanding. We need 

to read Scripture and then reflect on it for that understanding to grow, it takes 

investment on our part. 

 

For instance, many of the parables feature money images. In last week’s reading, two 

people were forgiven: one five hundred silver coins of debt, and the other fifty, for 
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instance. Jesus made the point that the one forgiven more would love the forgiver more. 

Given that spirituality often asks us to give up material possessions, it is important to 

remember that parables are analogies. Jesus uses them to point at something similar to 

a spiritual truth, but He has to point through everyday understandings. We can’t 

physically see God, or the Kingdom of Heaven, in our day-to-day world. So Jesus uses 

day-to-day images that we can understand. Forgiving sin for God is like human beings 

forgiving debts, but has nothing to do with money.  

 

The onus is on us, as the audience, to see what Jesus is pointing to instead of getting 

stuck in the image. The image is an approximation, it shares closeness to the spiritual 

truth but is not the same as the spiritual truth. God doesn’t have a holy bank account 

where sins are tallied up and withdrawals are made. God isn’t keeping score that we did 

three good deeds and two bad ones, so we’re plus one on our lives. We can’t earn 

Heaven, it’s God’s grace and the salvation through Jesus Christ that gets us there. 

 

So why, then, are there these parables about money and forgiveness of debt? Why five 

hundred talents versus fifty, or ten, four and one? I think Jesus is trying to make us 

understand the scale of God’s investment in us and God’s forgiveness. Forgiveness 

isn’t a cheap little thing, it’s the fullness of God’s grace and power that Jesus would give 

His life to save us. We can’t measure that so Jesus uses big amounts of something we 

can measure, a system of valuing, to show us how much more God values us than 

money. 

 

Last week we talked about sin and forgiveness and I said something that I want to 

emphasize again. God knows that the way we treat each other is how we would treat 

God, because people are made in God’s image. Today I want to emphasize something 

else that’s a little connected to that, in relation to today’s parable. Parables are 

analogies, they come close to the spiritual truth without being it exactly. Jesus says that 

those who use their talents will gain more, and those that bury them will lose them. At 

the end of the story the servant is thrown into the darkness because they chose fear 

over investing their talent. That’s what human masters would do in Jesus’ time when 

servants failed to do their work. There are even rules in the Torah about how much 

punishment and of what kind, with limits.  

 

So if God knows that how we treat people is how we would treat God, we need to 

remember something else: how people treat us is NOT how God would treat us. A 

human master would perhaps be angry and cruel. There would be frightening 

punishment. The Bible says that God is love, and that God so loved the world Jesus 

was given so we might have eternal life. God does not punish us. God does not plan for 

our destruction. God is trustworthy. Why would God go to the great lengths of 
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communicating through the prophets and history, send Jesus to be made flesh, sacrifice 

Jesus on the cross, go to all that effort so we could be punished? That salvation is not 

the work of an angry God. That’s God’s love for us. 

 

But last week I did bring sin into the discussion, to explain forgiveness. God clearly has 

some kind of standard for right and wrong, if we have sins that need forgiving. And 

that’s true. God is perfect, the source of Life, Light and Love. To sin means to turn away 

from God, and repent means to turn back. So when we ask God’s forgiveness we are 

asking to come close to God after taking actions that led us far away. Any action we 

take that takes away from Life is us turning our back on God.  

 

We can state that with some certainty, in relation to this parable, because the next part 

in the same chapter is where Jesus tells us that when we feed others, we are feeding 

Jesus. When we failed to feed another person, we turned our back on Jesus. When we 

give water to the thirsty, when we clothe the naked, when we care for the sick, what we 

do for the least of our brothers and sisters we do for Jesus. These are life-enhancing 

actions. When we take things from others, harm others, fail to help others, we are 

detracting from Life, turning away from God, as we fail to be present. 

 

I believe that the point of these parables and Jesus’ teaching on sin is that, if we turn 

away from God, from Life, from other people long enough, we become so focused on 

ourselves in an unhealthy way that we lose Life entirely. We end up in darkness 

because we rejected the Light. It’s not imposed as punishment by the master, it’s the 

natural consequence of our free choice. It is God’s nature to be Life, Light and Love, so 

we remove ourselves from God’s presence when we choose Death, Darkness or Hate. I 

heard an analogy for this that I liked a lot this week, Ken Miles was on Faith FM in 

Kitchener, the radio station, and he said that God’s Holiness is like a red hot stove. If 

you put a drop of cold water on that red hot heat it will sizzle away as steam, it can’t 

coexist with its opposite. We can’t bring our sin, our death, our darkness, our hatred, 

into God’s presence. God’s nature rejects it the way hot and cold can’t coexist. 

 

So what Jesus is saying in this parable is that if we embrace our God-given talents, use 

the gifts we have been given, we will find that we have abundantly more than we first 

thought, because God will be with us. When we bury who we are, who God wants us to 

be, when we turn away from Light, we end up in the Dark because of our choices. 

They’re self-imposed. We can change, we can turn back, we can repent, and Jesus will 

forgive us and bring us back into God’s Presence. We just have to come to Jesus, and 

leave our sin behind. 
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Grace is God’s free gift, waiting for us to accept it. It doesn’t come to just the chosen 

few of us, as if God wants to skip some and reward others. A human master might play 

favourites, but God shows no partiality. We get to participate in the process, though. It is 

up to us to choose Life or Death, to choose Love or Sin. Last week after the parable 

Jesus told the sinful woman “your faith has saved you”. Faith is trust: she trusted Jesus, 

came to Him, bathed His feet, wept over Him. Jesus doesn’t reject her or punish her for 

her former sins. He forgives them and gives her salvation in exchange. Jesus’ salvation 

is for us, but we have to come get it. 

 

Whoever you are, whatever your skills, talents, interests, God created you. God 

designed you. God loves you. God wants you to have abundantly more of that love, to 

grow and flourish into the plans that God has for you. Hiding from it, burying who you 

really are, will just keep you in the dark. But opening up to it, sharing it with others, 

imagine the possibilities. That’s the Life Jesus is offering, if you will walk with Christ.  

 

 

 

 


