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Peace or War: Syria 
 

Once again, the world listens as the drums of 

war are sounded. Syria, wracked by two years 

of civil war, hemorrhaging its people into 
refugee camps across its borders, burying 

thousands of civilians, is the focus. The United 

Nations Security Council has reached no 

consensus on how to best intervene. Peace 

talks, once on the table with international 
support, have not begun. Will further military 

intervention make for peace? We know it will 

take more lives. We can’t know if it would save 

lives. 
 

The Christian leaders in Syria plead with us to pray for peace and to 

resist foreign military intervention. Pope Francis condemns the use of 

chemical weapons and urges other countries not to engage in war in 
Syria. While condemning all use of chemical weapons in Syria, the 

World Council of Churches (WCC) general secretary Rev. Dr Olav Fykse 

Tveit said that “we must do everything possible to starve the fire of 

war rather than feeding it with further deadly armaments.” As people 

of conscience in Canada, what is our response? 
 

People of faith are called to pray for peace, a peace that the prophet 

Isaiah envisioned when he proclaimed that God “shall judge between 

the nations, and shall decide for many peoples; and they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 

war any more.” (Isaiah 2: 4) Elsewhere we hear the prophet Micah say 

“but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, and 
none shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has 

spoken.” 

 

In Canada we are privileged to sit under our own vines and fig trees, 
metaphorically. It is something we want for all peoples of the earth. It 

may seem impossible for weapons to be turned to tools for peace but I 

have seen it done in Mozambique where, literally, people exchanged 

guns for hoes, where weapons of war became sculptures, moving 

testaments to the way of peace as this African nation healed from civil 
war. May it be so for Syria. 
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