
Faith Reflections 
 
Creativity 
 

I am in ministry with a congregation composed 
of artists and artisans, though they might be 

surprised to hear me describe them that way. 
The longer I know them, the more I see what 

they create—yarn spun from raw wool, woven 

blankets and tea towels, amazing hand-stitched 
quilts, wooden trays and toys, paintings and 

pottery, music played with a variety of 
instruments as well as voice, dance and drama, 

story, photograph and film. From their hands, 
their minds, their hearts, flow creative works.  

 
The role that creativity plays in our lives can help us connect to the 

Creator. As we take raw materials and shape them into something that 
did not exist before, we express who we are, created in the image of 

God. We also offer a gift to the world around us through that 
expression and art. Some works amaze us with their beauty, others 

cause us to think deeply about human existence, and still others open 
our eyes to see the world in new ways. The language of image or of 

sound can allow us to experience the holy in ways that logic and word 

explanations can never do. Through beauty, our hearts can grasp 
truths that we may never be able fully to put into words. At the heart 

of the universe there is mystery. 
 

As I talk with people, I hear stories of how they began to practice their 
arts. There are people who make their living through art, but many 

begin it as an interest outside their regular work. Sometimes it is when 
we retire that we have the time to really hone skills or experiment with 

new creative pathways. Isn’t it wonderful that God hasn’t finished with 
us yet and calls us into new ventures!  

 
The spiritual practice of creativity connects us with others to form 

community. I imagine the quilting circle where women meet and, as 
they stitch, solve many problems together. They feel connected to the 

women who first welcomed them into the circle and taught them to 

quilt. Patiently and persistently they transform scraps of fabric to 
create a blanket that will bring beauty, warmth and love to others. I 

imagine musicians playing together to make sound and rhythm, 
encouraging a community to sing. The power of music connects us to 



one another and to the Holy One who lives both in our hearts and 

beyond our wildest imaginings. 
 

May this season of new life open creative pathways for you to be 
touched by God. 

 
Rev. Diane Blanchard 

Carlisle and Kilbride United Churches 
 

(Published in the “Faith Matters” column, Flamborough Review) 


